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We are all interested in the establishment of
secondary industries, despite what some
people might say about them, but trans-
cending all else is the welfare of the comn-
manity. The white lend industry promises to
assume big proportions, and we want to take
care that the health of the workers is safe-
guarded to the greatest possible extent that
science can suggest. Experts say that had
safeguards been adopted ip the early history
of the mining industry, things would have
been better. How much more so is it neces-
sary to adopt safegards in the white lead im-
dustry? fIII mining, the disease is usually con-
tracted b) mnen underground ind enn be con-
fined to them; but in the "-hite lead industry
we have it on good authority that the worker
may, communicate the disease to his children
through his clothes or hair. Hence steps are
necessary to ensure that employees observe all
reasonable precautions in their owvn interests
as well as the interests of their children and
the commiunity generally. There seems to be
a difference of opinion as to :lie best drinks
to be used in such a factory.

The Minister for Education, Tea.
Hon. G. POTTER: Some people declare

that certain 'kinds of lemonade are better.
Instead of laying down definitely in the mea-
sure what drinks shall be used, it would be
better to leave it to regulation, so that what-
ever science from time to time declares to be
the best may be adopted. We must not
take any risks. This young industry might
be commiitted to Fame expense as a result of
this legislation, but that will be trifling as
compared with the safety of the workers. If
miembers advert to Dr. Saw's assurance, there
can be no lingering doubts as to the necessity
for and efficacy of such a measure.

Flon. J. W. HICKEY (Central)-in reply)
[4.521: 1 appreciate the reception accorded
the Bill, which shows the keen desire on the
part of menmbers to support legislation having
for its object the preservation of the health
of the wvorkers. I appreciate the amendments
outlined, and feel sure that as a result of co-
operation, we shall he able to frame a mea-
Rure that will attain our objects.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

House adjourned at 9,55 p.m.
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* The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
l).n., and rcad prayers.

QUESTION-l.AB. AND STATE.
BUILT WAGONS.

Mr. HARRISON asked the 'Minister for
'Works: 1, Is it a tact that returned soldiers
and other I.AMB clients desiring a. State-
built wagon are often supplied witlh a con-
tract wagon built by an outside firm? 2, If
so, can he explain wvhy the person eventually
paying should not haVe choice of implement
suppliedI

The MINISTER FOR WORKS replied:
1 and 2, The contract price of Bolton &
Son's 6-ton wagon is £93, and the State li,.
plenient Works £120. The person who even-
tually repays the bank its advance can have
any Wagon he pleases if it is approved by the
board as suitable, and he pays the difference
between the price of the contract wagon sad
the price of the one he desires to purchase.

QUESTION-RAILWAY WORKSHOPS,
NEW 'MACHINERY.

Air. LUTEY (for Mr. Hughes) asked the
Minister for Railways: 1, What sum has been
spent recently on new machinery at the loco.
workshops, 'Midland JunctionT 2, How many
lathes were purchased, and what was the
price thereof? 3, How much overtime has
been worked on lathes during past six months?
4, Did the foreman turner and machinist
make a report as to the number of machines
required before the purchases were made? 5,
If so, is it his intention to lay the report upon
the Table of the House?

The MrXISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
(for the Minister for Railways) replied: 1,
About £23,000 since 1921. 2, Seven (7)-
E4,853. 3, 3,211 1/5th hours, equalling three
#S) wa~n per annum, 4, No. 5 Ree No. 4.
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ASSENT TO BILLS.

Mfessage from the Governor received and
read notifying assent to the following
Blls:-

1, Industries Assistance Act Continuance,

2, Pinjarra-Dwarda Railway Extension
Act Amendment.

BILL-PER'MANENT RESERVES.

Tntroduced by the Premier and read a
first time.

BILL- GENERAL LOAN AND INI-
SCRIBED STOOWK ACT CONTINU-
ANCE.

Message.

Mtessage from the Governor received and
read recommending appropriation in connec-
tioa with the Bill.

Third Reading.

Read a third time and transmitted to the
Comme i.

BILLS (5)-THIRD READING.
1, Stamp Act Amendment.
2, Insurance Companies Act Amendment.
3, MIerredin Reserves.
4, Eussel ton- Margaret River Railway De-

viation.
5, Flinders Bay-MHargaret River Railway

Deviation.
Transmitted to the Council.

BILL,-VETERINARY SURGEONS ACT
AMENDMENT.

Report of Committee adopted.

LOAN ESTIMATES, 1923-24.

In Comitteie of Supply.
Resumed from the 20th November; M1r.

Stubbs in the Chair.
Vote-Departmental, £91,598-agreed to.

Vote-Railways and Tramways, £,925,000:

Mrs. COWAN (West Perth) (4.45]: Ear-
lier in the session I asked the Minister for
Railways far an assurance that when a tram-
way was constructed to the Perth City Coun-
cil endowment lands, it would not be taken
past the Thomas-street school. That route
would involve expensive cuttings, to Say no-
thing of endangering the lives of the school
children. The Minister aked] me to defer
the matter until the Loan Estimates were
considered, and I should like to know whether
the Government are prepared to give an as-
surance.

The PREMIER (Hon. Sir James Mitchell
-Northamn) [4,46]: A tramway to serve the
endowment lands must go in the direction in-
dicated , but if it can be taken by another
ronte, that will he done. The matter will
receive consideration.

Hon. WV. C. ANOWIN (North-East Fra-
mantle) [4.47]: Under this vote nearly a
million of money is provided and some in-
formation should be given as to tramway ex-
tensions. The policy of! the Tramway Depart-
nment. seems to be to construct tram lines not
to areas where there are no means of com-
munication, but to districts already served by
a railway. Such a policy must be detrimental
tci the State because, if people travel by the
tram, it must result in robbing the railway
of traffic. Then, too, the people living far-
iliest. out muist be detrimentally affected be-
cause, after the tranus. have been constructed,
they will nt get railway conimunicatioa
equivalent to what they have at present. The
internmediate traffic really permits of the
trains being run 'farther nut. Thus, while
better facilities are being provided for a pro-
portion of the people closer to the city, the
people living farther out will suiffer a curtail-
ment of the existing facilities. Unfortunately,
a tramway has been constructed to Claremont,
and it is bound to make a difference to the
traffic on the railway. This difference might
even affect the service to Fremantle.

The Premier: Oh, ne.
Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: I have been assured

that it will affect the number of trains be-
cause the Railway Department expect to lose
a large proportion of the intermediate traffic.
It is proposed to continue the trains to May-
lands, and this extension, I feel sure, will ma.-
terially affect the present railway service to
Midland Junction.

Mr. Davies: The Royal Commission, recoin-
mended it.

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: Not unanimously.
The Premier: You must stand by your

colleagues.
Hon. W. C. A-NGWIN: The first tramwsys

to bo constructed should be to districts that
at present have no means of coimnunication.
Belmonit has a poor train Service and Apple-
cross has no communication at all. I have
had repented requests regarding the Apple-
evosa. line and the -Minister, in reply to a ques-
tion, promised to give full particuTars when
the Loan Estimates were being considered.
The i-eople are asking that legislation be in-
troduced to enable them to contribute towards
any loss on running tramns. They are willing
to rate themselves in order to meet any loss.

Capt. Carter: The Government have re-
fused a similar offer on the part of other
residents.

Hon. W. C. AINOWIIN: Because legislation
must first be passed. The Minister informed me
that the' tramway policy would be discussed
on the Loan Estimates. Yet no information
has been given u's. Places without cam muni-
cation should receive first consideration.
There is not the least doubt that the Clare-
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ant tram"v ay should haveb been Constructed
lower down to Westana-rond from Nedlands,
but it has been run down the Perth-Frenatle-
road and then down Bay View-terrace and
We,-tana-road. The I'4overnment are provid-
ing a greater length of tramway than is
necessary.

The M.Ninister for Works: No, it gives a
circular rouite and will pick up a tremendous
lot of passengers.

Hon. W. C. ANOW IN: It will not give a
circular route unless the Westana-rond section
is completed. Do the 01overnmnent propose to
give that district three means of commnunica-
tion, when Belmont has none at aII, ls that
fair?

Mr. Tcesdale: It is not fair.
The Minister for Works: You should see

the people walking along there from 6.30 to
9 o'clock every morning.

Hon. W. C. ANGWJN: I could argue that
point if necessary. I was a member of the
(.omnrissioa and understand the question. It
takes 16 minutes to walk from the road board
office to the Karrakatta station, and 12
mrinutes from the road board office to the
Claremont station.

Mr. Rliehardeon: I do not think you could
walk it in that time.

Hon. WV. C. AINOWIN: I have done it.
M.%r. Richardson: I could not do it.
Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: The Commission

wore told it would take 25 minutes to walk
that distance, and I devoted a Saturday after-
noon specially to testing it.

'Mr. Richardson: What is the distance?
Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: I can only tell the

hon. member the time it took me to walk it.
The 'Minister for Works: It is exactly a

mile from the road board office to the Clare-
meat station.

Mr. 'Richardson: You cannot walk a mile
in 12 minutes.

Ron. W. C. A.NGWIh': Can't It
The Minister for Works: I could once.
Ron. W. C. AINOWIN': I can walk from

my place to the -North Fremantle vtation in
15 minutes and that is much further. Be-
ten the Nedlands tram and the Perth-Frc-

mantle-road is A very large area of vacant
land that could have been served. The Ned-
land tram line would certainly have served
more than half-way down to the road hoard
office, which could then have beet' reached
after five or tea minutes' walk. The people
at the lower end of Clarenmont have some dis-
tance to walk. The manager of the tramways
expected to make £100 on the Westana-road
and £200 on the Perthi-Frenaantle-road scheme;
the difference hetween the two was about £100.
At that time the tramway "'as to run from
the JPerth.Fremniatle-road to the station, and
not towards the river. The present route is
a second consideration since the line was
started.

The Mfinister for Works: Second thoughts
are best.

Hon. W. C. AlNGWIN: If the lower
moute had been taken and joined with the
Nedlapds line, there would hare been no need
for the traanuay that has been constructed.

The people from the lower end of Claremont
would then bare been able to get to the train
by taking a penny' section on the car. It
would take too long to travel to Perth by
tram.

The Minister for Works: A great ninny
people may be seen walking every morning
to catch the tram on the Nedlands cormier.

Hon. W. C. ANCWIN: A very smnall nuni-
h er compared with u-hat would have been
carried tiy tram, The)' would not pay 6d,
or is. for a hus ride to the station. There
are districts w ithout means of comnnunication.

The Alinister for Works: You are right
there.

Hon, W. C. ANWWIN: And they should
first be ;iroviit'd for. "'lieu the tioVernmnent
sold the Dalkeith estate there was a general
understanding that the tramway would run
down there.

Mr. Teesdale. The auctioneer announced
it, too.

Ron. W. C. ANGWIN: T cannot swear to
that.

Capt. Carter: That is so.
HOn. W,. C. ANCWIN: Somec of the blocks

brought nearly £300 and the Government have
not kept faith with the people. The Clare-
mont traimline should not have been started
until Parliament considered the matter. In
the Estimates before i's there is little infor-
mation regarding the tramis. The Estimates
refer us to the report of the Commissioner of
Railways, but in his report I cannot find what
lines -are to hie built.

"Mr. A. Thomson: They do not want yui to
know.

Ron. W. C. AINOWIN: I should like to
see, reports from the Railway Department re-
garding these tramway extensions. The Chief
Tniffic Mfanager was strongly opposed to the
Claremont and -Maylands extensions because
they would compete with the railways. I
would like to know what the Commissioner of
Railways thinks of the Claremont line. We
should have information from both those offi-
cers. Legislation should be introduced to
enable the local authorities desiring tram lines
to guarantee the interest and sinking fund
"barges. South Perth, Canning and MNelville
Road Boards have been asking for legislative
authority of this kind in order that the Como
linie may be extended to Canning Bridge.
They are prepared to guarantee interest and
sinking fund provided legislation is intro-
duced to enable them to impose the necessary
charges. Canning Bridge relies for communi-
cation upon a small steamer and, since the
construction of the Como line, threats have
heen made to discontinue the running of
the steamer unless it is subsidised for the
service. The Government should give us some
information so that the people in the outer

aesmay know whether they are going to
get facilities or not.

Mfr. A. THOMSON (Katanining) r5.O1:
An Amount of £15.000 has been provided for
the Albany-Denmark railway extension and
on turning to the page of the Estimates show-
ing the particulars we find that the sum is
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for the preparation of plans, etc. The policy
of the State is to establish group settlements
as quickly as possible and if we can believe
the reports that have been published, thous-
ands of pounds would have been saved to the
State if the Government had pushed on with
the construction of the Busseiton-Margaret
Rirer railway. The roads in that part of the
State were torn to pieces by the motor traffic
last winter and nil the damage dlone in that
way would have been saved had the line been
constructed. I am just wondering whether
any portion of the high costs resulting from
the motor transport has been debited to the
gi onip settlements.

The Premier: No.
Mr. A. THOMSON: '%Ve are providing on

these Estimates I or the expenditure of four
millions of money. Its that part and parcel
of the six millions the Government are getting
fromn the Imperial Goveromenti

The Premier:. Part of it, yes.
M~r. A. THOMSON: Let me issue a note of

warning in connection with the group set-
tlements. Thousands of pounds must have
been lost by the delay in constructing the
railway to which I have referred.

The Premier: We arc proceeding with it.
Mr. A. THOM1SON: If report be correct,

the Government have lost thousands of pounds
by their delay in this direction on account
of the damage done to motor vehicles by the
state of the roads. f1 have been informed
that the controller of the group settlements
had to take men off the groups to put down
jarrab slabs in order to get a foundation
for the road. Last year a. traction engine
was hopelessly bogged for a period of about
three mouths.

The Premier: That is only your statement.
Mr. A. THOMSON: I can verify it.
The Premier: You cannot.
Mr. A. THOMSON:' If we are to pro-

ceed with the group settlement policy, the
lDenn'ark extension should be constructed
immediately. We should not continne any
longer to mulct the settlers in high costs.
The expense of carting is charged against
the settlers, and [ have been informed that
by tile time chaff reaches the groups on the
Dienmnark area the cost is approximately £12
per ton. It is the policy of the party I re-
present to urge the construction of railways
before settlement so far as that can possibly
be done. With regard to the 'Nyabing-Pin-
grup line, an amount of X13,000 is set down
on the Estimates. In this respect--and also
in connection with tramway construction-I
would like an assurance from the Government
that public tenders will be invited. If the
first portion of the Nyabing-Pingrup line hod
been tarried out by contract, a considerable
sum of money would have been saved to the
State. The men who aie in charge of the
construction actually had to w-ait until the
material was sent down to them. I was one
of those who attended the official opening and
found that the railway was practically com-
pleted, and yet those in charge of the con-
struction work had to go over the route again
to erect the telephone line. A Contractor,

knowing anything at all about his business,
would have erected the telephone in advance
of the railway so as to be able to use it as
the work went on. I assume that whenever
those in charge of the construction of the
line required anything as the work progressed,
they were compelled to go back to Nyabing
in order to despatch a message to Perth. In
this and in other ways, thousands would have
been sexed if the work had been carried out
by contract.

Hon. WV. C. Angwin:, That is Only youir as-
sertion.

Mr. A. THOMASON: That would have been
the ease. We should at least give the public
an opportunity to compare their prices with
those of the departmental officials. If the
Glovernmnent officials know that they have no
competition they will naturally submit a very
good estiniate, and then omi the completion of
the work they can show that it was carried out
under the estimated cost.

The CHAIRMAN: I do not see that the
question of contract versus day labour has
anything to do with the matter under discus-
sion.

M.Nr. A. THTOMNSON: We are dealing with
a big expenditure of public -money.

The CHAIRMIAN: You are out of order
in discussing the subject of contract versus
day labour.

'Mr. A. THOMSON: I remind you that
when T wanted to deal with the question on
11w Railway Estimates you pointed out that
T could refer to it when the Loan Estimates
were un7der considerlation.

The CHAIRMAN:%' Contract versus day
labour?

Mr. A. THOM1SON: To the best of my
recollection that is the reply you gave. On
railways and tramways we propose to expend
from loan ]]o less a sum than £925,000 and
I think we should be entitled to discuss the
principle on which the money is to be spent.

The 'Minister for Works: We shall be call-
ing tenders for one of the lines in a few days.

Mr. A. THOMISON: I am pleased to hear
that.

lon. W. C. Angwia: It will cost you more
money.

The Premier: TIll bet you it will not.
Hon. W. C.. Angwin: It -will cost yomit

more in the long run.
Mr. A. THOMSON: The bon. member is

entitled to his opinion.
Hon. W. V. Angwin: We have had ex-

perience of it
Mr. A. THO'MSON:. We have good officers

in the service, but if they put in a price and
pet the work, and then it is 41hc.wn a consider-
able savina has been effccle~l, they should get
some recompense.

The Mfinister for Works: Suppose it goes
the other way'?

M\r. A. THOM'NSON: Then they show their
incompetence and should get the sack.

The 'Minister for Works: We cannot do
that.

Mr. A. THOMSON. A private individual
would give a man a reasonable chance, and if
he continued to submit estimates that stowed
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hie was incompetent, the employer would get
rid of hint. I al sure the Minister would be
the first to do that.

The M~inister for Works: That would not
be a proof of incompetence..-

Mr. A. THOMSON: It should be.
The M1inister for Works: It is not, and no

one knows it better than. yo..
Mr. A. THOMSON: The Public Works

Department prepare the estimates and the
railway is constructed under their super-
vision. Then we find the railway engineers
going over the line and saying perhaps that
they are not satisfied with this or that. Thus
we are duplicating services. To my opinion
railway constr-uc-tion should be carriel out for
the Railway Deinar~nent by the Railway De-
partment. Anyhow, I an, pleased to have the
assurance of the Minister that it is the inten-
tion of the Government to call tenders for the
construction of these lines. If after tenders
have been invited and the departmental offi-
cials can show that their estimate is the
lowest, no one will be more pleased than my-
self if they get the work and carry it out
satisfactorily.

The Minister for Works: Lithographs and
plans for the line would cost £,1,000, and there
is no need to supply them if the line is con-
structed departmentally.

Mr. A. THOMSON: I hope the Govern-
mnent will favourably consider the construc-
tion of railways ahead of the group settle-
ments in connection with the scheme for the
South-West. This plan should be adopted in-
stead of the group settlements being pushed
out ahead of the railwvays, and the settlers
being debited with fabulous sunms for cartage,
sums which the great majority of them can jil-
afford to pay. My suggestion is made in the
best business interests of the State.

Mir. J. THOMSON (Claremont) [5.17j
The statement of the member for North-
East Fremnantle (Hon. WV. C. Angwin) with
regard to tramway construction along
Westana-road is quite correct. But the
majority of the Royal Commission agreed
that the tramway should be built along that
road. Since then the Claremont council and
the Claremont road board have agreed to
take electric light from the Perth City Coina-
oil. That will mean a large revenue to the
Government. In connecting up with the Clare-
mont road board district, a transmitting sta-
tion will have to be put in. I agree with
the manager and the Minister that the trains
should have gone down the Perth-Fremantle
road, having regard to the transmitting sta-
tion.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: That would not
affect the position.

Mr. J1. THOMSON: Yes, it would. At
Sunning Hill there are close upon a thous-
and people, mainly wvorking people who have
to rise at 5 a.m. to go to their work at Fre-
mantle or at Midland Junction. A tram run-
ning along the Perth-Fremantle-road would
suit them excellently. The Westana-road sec-
tion will bring in a large revenue to the Gov.

ermnent, since the people in that nighbour-
hood live two miles away fronm a railway sta-
tion.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: That is a secondary
consideration.

Mr. J. THOMSON: No. People with
families cannot afford to pay a shilling for
each member to go to the station.

Ron. W. C. Angwin: I know that.
Mr. 5. THOMSON: Tramns with penny

sections in that district would bring the State
a large revenue. The work should be carried
out as soon as the rails arrive from England.
The trandline should be laid from the station
to Weitana-road. From Sunning Hill, too,
the railway people will obtain much revenue.

Hoan. W. C. Angwia: No more than they
get now.

Mr. J. THOMSON: I am sure that if
the member for North-East Fremantle had
known about the Claremont Council and the
Claremont road board taking electric light
from the Government, he would have agreed
to the laying of the tram along the Perth-Ere-
mantle road.

Mr. PICKERING (Sussex) [5.21]: The
construction of the Busselton-Margaret River
railway was commenced by day work, I be-
lieve, because at the time it was very difficult
indeed to secure rails. At all events, that
was the main reason for the adoption of the
day work system. The work of construction
has been proceeding for a considerable time.
During the last winter, which was a very
heavy one, progress was necessarily slow. The
unfortunate phase, however, is that the ad-
ditional cost involved in the construction of
the line is reflected upon the settlers, as in-
dicated by the member for Katanning (Mr.
A. Thomson), because the whole of the cost
of cartage to the groups necessarily falls upon
the settlers. During the winter the roads
over which the motor lorries had to travel
were almost impassable. In several places
they were corduroyed with jarrab slabs f or
considerable lengths. The roads have beert
so bad as to increase materially the cost to
group settlers, and that has been a very
sore point with them, the sustenance allowance
being a small one.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Do yon want to have
the vote struck out?

'Mr. PICKERING: I am not addressing
nlv remarks to the member for Nortb-East
Fermantle. I am not aware that be is in
charge of these Loan Estimates. Perhaps be
is merely anticipating. In my opinion the
railway could have been constructed more
cheaply' by contract, but I realise the diffi-
culties in which the Government found them-
selves with regard to supply of rails. Had
the line been started a year or two earlier,
it would have been much better for the
gro'Iws concerned. Building lines ahead of
settlement is the best policy in the interests
of settlers. I trust that the utmost ex-
pedition will be usedt by the Goveruiment to
complete this line and also the Margaret
Diver -Hinders Bay railway. The latter was
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originally buIlt by Millars' Timber Co, From
these Estimates hion. miembers will see that
the lint' requires considerable repairs. In
the coostruction of a timber tramway it is
not so nefcessary as it is in the ease of a line
for ordinary tramei that the grade should be
right in both directions. A timber company
is principally concerned in getting a grade
wcith the load. I trust also that the utmo~t
care will be e::ereiwed in the selection of sites
for sidings, because serious inconveniences
have arisen from the misplacement of sidings
(One of these cases I hope will be brought
under the vote, because when I submitted the
inatter to the Minister some tine age, he told
ine that the only chance of having the work
done would be under the Loan Estimates I
refer to the Queenswood siding and the Kat-
temtp stopping place, both on the Donnybrook-
Katanning line and within 32 miles of Donny-
brook. In connection with this matter several
deputations have waited on the Minister for
Railways and] also on the Commissioner of
Railways. The deputations were almost un-
animous; only two residents were opposed to
the changes which the deputations suggested.
The cost involved is front £1,500 to £2,000,
and( the effect will he to save a considerable
amnount of cartage to the great majority of
the residents. Moreover, it will save themn
from the necessity of taking their produce
back along the line, causing a greater haul-
age, and will -also save them a steep up
grade. We are apt in these days to lose sight
of thme claims that the old -ind proved settlers
of this State havr. upon us, 1because we are to
sonic extent obsessed by the claims of the new
settlers. Every recognition is due to the men
who went out with no assistance whatever
andi did their utmost to create prosperity in
Western Australia. We should take ooff our
hiats to those people.

The Premier: I agree with that entirely.
'Mr. PICK ERINO: I now wish to refer

to the ease of the settlers at Charley 's
Creek, a prosperous and populous settlement.
These people have again and again petitioned
for the removal of the Queemeswood siding.
The request has been endorsed by the local
governing bodies, and there is no reason why
it should not receive favourable considera-
tion. I trust the Premier will find the small
sum required. The settlers, I1 understand, are
prepared to find for the Government all thu
:sleepers needed for the change in position of
the siding and time stopping place.

The Mfinister for Works: And they will
come to us afterwards to be paid for the
sleepers.

'Mr. PICKERING: I am not referring to
Mrurray-Vellington electors, but to Sussex
electors. I give the 'Minister an assurance
that when these settlers say they are
prepared to do a certain thing, they
will do it without asking any remuneration.
When people prove the earnestness of their
dlesire for such a change as this by offering
to assist themselves, the Government should
extend to them a helping hand. The Minister
for Works has on previous occasions recog-

nised this particular characteristic in my elec-
tors, and has, t an, glad to say, given assist-
ance in the direction indicated. The Minister
will know to what I refer when I mention
the Capel road board, who, for a certain
work, found money which was supplemented
by the Gov-ernment.

The 'Minister for 'Works: That is so.
Mr, PICKYRING:- That ease is evidence

that when Sussex constituents say they will
do a thing, they perform it loyally.

The 'Minister for Works: 'Undoubtedly
nmany settlcrs do.

'Mr, PICKERING: If the Glovernment will
nmake this very reasonable concession, the
settlers will provide the sleepers free qf cost
to the department concerned. I hope that
the Minister, in rep~lying, %till give an assor-
anmce of favourable consideration for my re-
quest.

Capt. CARTER (Leederville) [5.301: The
member for North-East Premantle (Hon. W.
C. Angwiu) considers it wrong to build tran-
ways to compete with rail ways. If that
policy had not beeni adopted in the past we
should have had Victoria Park, Mt. Lawley,
Subiaco, and other districts, without tram-
way facilities to-day.

Hfon. W. C. Angwin: I did not include
Subiaco.

Capt. CARTER: The lion. member cited
Claremont. The tramline at Claremont will
not compete with the railways to anything
like the extent in evidence at Subiaco. The
lion. miembe)r once said the buildling of the
Suhiaco tramline was locally disastrous to the
'Railway Department.

Hon: W. C. Aag-win: And it did mean a
loss to the departmniet.

Capt. CARTER: Probably it did, but the
people who are using the trams are paying
for them.

Hon. W. C. Angwia: Do not be too sure
about that.

Capt. CARTER: I am sure.
lion. W. C. Angwini: I am sure they are

not. The trnmways are losing £50,000 per
annum.

Capt. CARTER: With all these proposed
extensions, the people using the tramiways
will be called upon to pay for them. Surely
our public utilities should keep pace with
the development of the city 1 In extending
time tramlines, the Government are merely
undertaking -a service for which they will be
richly repaid.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: But they should first
build tranmways in localities where there are
no tramways to-day.

Capt. CARTER: The provision of the util-
ity is the main thing; the competition be-
tween the rusliways and tranmways will be but
nvegligible. If we are to believe the member
for Claremont (Mr. J. Thomson), in his dis-
trict the coming of the tramway will mean
increased traffic through the railway station,
I have no desire to enter upon the question
of routes. The Government are in possession
of all arguments for and against every pro-
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posed route, and so we must leave it to the
tramway authorities to build the lines that
will give to the community the service de-
muanded by the community. The member for
North-East Fremantle is zealous in his advo-
cacy of facilities for people living at Can-
ning Bridge and Applecross; hut when one
compares the numbers of those people with
the numbers in my electorate-

Hon. Wt. C. Aagwin: I do not object to
tramways iii your electorate, for you hare no
train service.

Capt. CARTER: Oh, yes, we lhare. We
have urged on the Government the building
of a tramline through the Churehiands estate,
an area just as far from existing tramways
as is Canning Bridge. Also we asked that the
tramnways be extended to the Charles-street
area, where people have to walk miles to the
existing facilities.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: Those arc the people
who ought to be served.

Capt. CARTER: Yes, but we must con-
sider the financial aspect. f am sure the
Government can be relied upon to do the
best for the people called upon to pay for
the service rendered,

Mr. DAVIES (Guildford) [5.40]: Two
years ago, when a Parliamentary visit was
paid to the IMidland Junction workshops, it
was proposed that 10 locomotives then re-
quired should be constructed at those work-
shops. Later the -Royal Commissioner ap-
pointed to inquire into the working of the
-railways vetoed the proposaLl, declaring there
was sufficient rolling stock available. In the
latest annual report of the Commissioner of
Railways the following paragraph appears:-

It has been found, upon the estimates
being mnore closely gone into, that the re-
placements should have been stated at
£E240,000, viz.: -

20 4.6-2-Superheat for 45-lb.
rail -E . - 90,000

10 4-6-2-Superheat for 60-lb.
rail -1 .- . 120,000

60 Engines to be Superheated £30,000

£240,000

'It was proposed also that the entire pro-
gramme should be carried out in our own
shops at Mlidland junction. Recent de-
velopments, however, have required an
amendment of that proposal. Our shops
will for the next three years he fully occu-
pied.

Later, the Commissioner's report says:--
That being so, and in view of the posi-

tion in regard to locomotive power, I have
recommended that the 10 heavy locomotives
included in this replacement programme be
ordered as early as possible.

I understand that means the locomotives are
to be constructed outside the State. I agree
that it is not the fault of the Government
that theyv are not to be Pmhitrnated. at Mid-
land .Tnnction.

iHon. W. C. Angwin: Then whose fault is

Mfr. DAVIES: The fault of the Royal
Commissioner. Possibly the Royal Commis-
sioner was justified at the time in saying
there was sufficient rolling stock available,
for several locomotives were then lying idle
at Midland Junction, and it did appear that
there "-as sufficient locomotive power for the
handling of the then coming harvest, flow-
ever, such progress has since been made that,
for the shifting of the 1924-25 harvest, addi-
tional locomotives will have to be obtained.
The building of the 1.0 locomotives at Mfid-
land function would have covered a period
of three years.

Hoji, W, C. Aug-win: Only about a million
additional bushels of wheat are expected this
year as against 1910.

Mr. DAVIES: It usat be remembered that
from 60 per cent, to 63 per cent, of our loco-
motives are over 20 years of age. In other words
they are not nearly up to date, and so even
though there be b-it an extra mpillion bushels
of wheat, our rolling stock will be fully taxed
in getting the harvest down to the seaboard.
The Commission of Railways said the Mid-
land Junction worksshops would be fully occu-
pied for the next three years. Those work-
shops are regarded as the most modern in the
southern hemisphere. Quite recently two
prominent railway men from the Victorian
railway workshops visited the Midland Junc-
tion workshops, and expressed surprise at the
modernity of the stiops and plant, declaring
that they compared more than favourably
withI the Victorian workshops. The Mfidland
Junction workshops may be fully employed
for the next three years, unless indeed, they
be extended. T ask the Premier to use his
best endeavours to aee to it that even if the
10o locomotives now wvanted are to be built
beyond the State, at all events the next 10
locomotives shall be constructed at Midland
Junction. It would mean employing 100
additional men for three years. To say that
tile workshops, employing to-day 1,200 men,
cannot absorb another 100 men or even 500
men, is to advocate a policy of stagnation.
Some of the repair work no doubt comes
under the heading of belated repair;, and
just now there is a rush on, but a great
amount of this class of work is always being
done. If the Premier would go closely into
the matter I anm sure he would come to the
conclusion that the next 10 locomiotives should
be built here. That would mean a good deal
not only to Midland Junction but to the
State. I also hope the Commisioner of Rail-
ways will go into the matter and see whether
it is not possible to agree to this.

Mfr. RICHARDSON (Subiaco) [5.45]:
am in accord with a good deal that has been
said by the member for North-East Pre-
mantle concerning tramway extensions. The
Government should give facilities to out-
lying districts as early as possible. I mast,
however, protest against the bon. member's
attempt to build up a case at the expense of
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districts other than those in which he is per-
sonally interested, He says that the Clare-
mont tramway extension is not satisfactory.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Not along the Perth-
Freniantle-road.

Mr. B EQHARDSON: The question is one
of routes. On. a matter of this kind members
would] naturally look to the local authorities
for what was best suited for the people con-
cerned. On niany occasions I have introduced
deputations consisting of members of the
Claremont Road Board and municipal coun-
del, and representatives of the people in those
districts. On each occasion they have urged
upon the Minister the necessity for extending
the tr-amline along the Perth-Fremnntle-road.

'Rouu. W. C. Angwin: I have the evidence
of three officers of the department against
thenm..

%1r, RICH4ARDSON: The boa. member also
ham thle evidence of the local authorities, who
are in favour of it. No doubt he is trying
to build tip a ease for a tramway extension
to Applecross, and thence through some un-
known country to the Point Walter tram-
wiay.

Hon. W, C. Aagwin: I have not asked for
that.

Mr. RICHARDSON: But hie has it in mind.
He should not state that the extension along
the PerthIt-Freuian tie-road is not justified. No
doubt lie will fiv'e to see the day when the
omon and Point Walter traihways are linked
up. We must extend our tramway facilities
if we arc to progress.

Ron. W. C. Angivin: It would have been
all right if the people had built the line them-
selves.

Mr. RICHARDSON: I see no reason why
the hon. member should attack the Clare-
mont district. I take exception to his state-
meats.

Ron. W. C, Angwin: Take exception if you
like.

Mr. RICHARDSON: The proof of the pud-
ding is in the eating. 'Residents of Sunning
Hill have lived there for 25 years. The
population is now about 1,000. The hon.
-member said last year he had walked from
the Claremont Road Board hall to the Clare-
mont station ink 12 minutes, and to the Karra-
'katta. station in 21. minutes.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: I said 16 minuites.
Mr. RICHARDSON: It is generally con-

sidercd that the distance from the Claremont
'Road Board hall to the Claremont station is
greater than it is to the Karrakatta station.
H9ow does the hon. member reconcile his state-
ments?

Hon. W. C. Angwin: There is a difference
in the routes.

Mr. ]RICHARDSON: One route is shorter
than the other, and yet be takes loager to
walk the former.

Capt. Carter: Can you walk to the station
in 12 minutes?

Mr. RICHARDSON: No. That is at the
rate of five miles an hour, and I doubt if the
boa, member for North-East Frenmantle could
walk as fast. I protest against the boa;

[66]

member condemning one particular section in
order to bolster uip a case for his own dis-
trict.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: You will have another
job when we come to the items.

Mr. - .AJES (East Perth) [5.53]- 1
again draw attention to the necessity for
overhead bridges at three of the principal
railway crossings in the metropolitan area.
I refer to thle Claisebrook-road, wvhich is the
muost important, Pier-street, and tile Mel-
bourne-road crossings. Every day a long
queue of vehicles is hold up at these cross-
ings. The business community suffer a great
deal fromt this delny, and also a considerable
loss of money, The Feople who suffer most
are those who hav-c to transport goods from
one side of the railway to the other. I atn-
derstand that the construction of a bridge
-over the Claisebrook-road crossing wans ap-
proved when the Leader of the Opposition
was Minister for Railways some 10 years
ago. He went out of office shortly after-
wards and nothing has been done since. Once
before I invited the Minister for Railways to
send a clerk to one of these crossings, and
take a record of the vehicles that passed and
the tiae occupied in wvaiting. A record of
this sort would astonish the Minister. I
heard a rumour during the week that the
Government were going to resurvey the
Cla isebrook- road crossing with the object of
turning it into Edward-street. That would
be a calamity.

The Minister for Works: I have heard no-
thing about it.-

Mr. HUGHES: I thought the rumiour was
incorrect. These railway bridges wvill have
to be built out of Loan Funds, and thle Gov-
erment should consider their construction
forthwith. The position is becoming worse
every day, and the traffic is being seriously
inconvenienced. It would be a boon to the
business community if commodities could he
transported freely over the railways north
and south. If the Government have any
doubt as to the necessity for these bridge;, or
they think my statement as to the loss to the
business community is exaggerated, let them
send a clerk to these crossings and take a
tally of the vehicles as I suggested. His re-
port would be the best argument for the con-
struction of the bridges.
- Mr. A. Thomson: The present system
ainounts to a huge economic waste.

Mr. HUGHES: Yes. When members
were going home after a late sitting the
other night, several of them in a car
required to cross at Cla isebrook -road,
hot the gates were shut and they were obliged
to make a long detour to cross the line. I
am not advocating other level crossings, for
they are extremely dangerous. 'It is more by
good luck than good management that the
Railway Department have not had an accident
at Jewell-street. The train comes up behind
the river bank and cannot he seen until it is
almost upon the crossing. I believe in tram-
nay extensions in the metropolitan area. The
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extension to Como apI-ears, to have been of
great benefit to the revenue of the tramways.
Whereas during the first year of the oper-
ations of the Como trams, the system as a
whole showed a profit of £4,000, last year the
profit was £8,342.

Honl. W. C. Angwin: It is a loss. Can you
find any interest, sinking fund or deprecia-
tion provided?

Mr. HUGHES: The year before the Conmo
tramns wecre running the tramaways showed a
profit of only £3,800. For the year the
(Yoino extension has been in operation, a pro-
fit of £8,300 has been, shown. That is proof
positive that the metropolitan tramway ser-
vices are a profitable concern. That result
wvas obtained after deducting W4,000 for in-
terest There is certainly no deduction for
sinking fund. If the profits earned by the
tramw~ays were set aside as a sinking fund,
it would be beneficial. The departmental re-
port shows that the capital expenditure on
the tramnways is now about £850,000. This
mieans that £8,300 profit represents about one
per cent, on the capital involved. It will be
generally conceded that one par cent, is more
than adequate to provide for the sinking
fund. As a rule one half per cent. is consid-
ered sufficient.

11~r. Lamubert: No fear!
Honl. W. C. Angwin: rt may do in Perth.
Mr. Lamnbert: What is set aside in courne-

tion with the Fremnantle tramways?
Honl. W. C. Angwin: Two per cent.
Mr. HUGHES: I an, not referring to a

little tin-pot service such as is run at Fre-
maintle. I am referring to a real big scheme
such as that provided for the requirements of
the netropolitan area.

Honl. W. C. Angwin: We will make you pay
for it too.

Mr. HUGHES: A considerable amount of
relaying has been carried out during the year
and that is a charge against revenue.

ll. W. C. Angwia: 'They got Id. per
car mile run less than the Fremantle tram-
ways received.

Mr. HUGHES: Relaying the tracks really
does away with the necessity for depreciation.
All this shlows that tramway extensions in the
metropolitan area are profitable concerns. I
wish to draw attention to the necessity for
an extension of the tramway service through
Lord-street to Maylands. If the Government
are Dot prepared to carry out the complete
extension, I urge upon them the necessity for
laying half a mile of track fr6mn the present
terminus of the Lord-street line to the mouth
of the Mt. Lawley subway.

The Minister for Works: How much would
be added to the fare?

Mr. HUGHES: Probably 1d.
The Minister for Works: I do not think

anything could be added to the fare.
Mr. HUGHES: I am not advocating cheap

fares. I have told my constituents that if
they desire public services, they must be pre-
pared to pay for them. It is not right for
anyone to say that the Government should

provide tramway facilities without charging
all adequate fare. I would not tolerate such
a position for one moment.

The Mlinister for Works: I mention the
iliatter becat se if the line were built for the

full 1 extension you mention, the department
might be able to get the full extra penny
fare, but they would] not be able to get it for
an extension of merely half a mile.

i\lr. HUGHES: I am not concerned re-
garding the fare so long as it is reasonable
for the service rendered. No one could object
to that. I will not advocate a reduction of
fares if it means running the tramtways at a
loss. That is the only way we can run the
department. T would not ask for services to
be provided for which the people are not to
pay anl adequate return.

Mr. Teesdale: I will make a note of what
you say onl that point.

'.\r. HUGHES: Everyone in my electorate
will agree with w~hat I suggest. T do not
see howv any sane individual could believe
otherwise. The provision of the tramway ex-
tensions to the Mt. Lawley subway would
ease the traffic in connection with the railway
service, which is always overcrowded at the
present time. From 9 a-rm. to 1 p.m. we have
three trains passing through Mt. Lawley each
day. Let nmenmbers realise what that means
in a large suburban area such as the one I
refer to? If there is any doubt about
the inadequacy of the present railway
facilities, proof can be obtained from
the condition of the trains as they
reach Mt. Lawley. Al] the second class corn-
partuients arc crowded and people having
second class tickets are forced to uis the first
class compartments or else miss their train.

Capt. Garter: Will not the tramways take
the profits away from the railways?

Mr. HUGHES : I do not think so. The
district is already' supporting a 'bus service.

Capt. Carter: There are 'bus services
growiae up all round us.

Mr. HUGHES: If the Government are not
preparcd to agree lo the complete extension
perhaps they- will consider the laying of half
a mile of track to meet the conv ,mienee of the
people of Aft. Lawley. I am inlf'giving half
a mile as my own idea of the distance which
has to be traversed from the present terminus
of the Lord-street line to the subway. The
expenditur-e in this direction would 'provide
tramway facilities for the people residing
onl the east side of the railway between
the river and the line. Thea the people
living at the back of the railway line
between Kensington-street and Guildford-
road would also have a service. On the other
side of the M.t. Lawley station, towards the
southern portion of Maylands, there is a large
population which would be within a mile
walk of tramway facilities. The Royal Corn-
mission investigating the metropolitan tramn-
way question did not decide the subject of
routes, but left it to the Perth Municipal
Council who decided that the Lord-street ex-
tension should be the first to he undertaken.

Holl. WV. C. Angvin: Nothing of the sort.
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Mr. Lambert: Both the member for North-
East Fremantle and I sat on the Commission
and we ought to know.

Mr. HUGHES: That is the position.
Mr. Lambert: Wha4 is the good of saying

that? You should look the matter up before
you speak.

Mr. HUGHlES: The Perth Municipal Coun-
eil were in favour of the Lord-street exten-
sion.-

Mdr. Lambert: We were not influenced by
the nmunicipal council.

Mr. HUGHES: No one could influence the
member far Coolgat-die. I wish to God some-
one could! There is another matter: the
tramway extensions cost a lot of money, but
here is an instance that came uinder my notice
during the last week or so, which shows that
when the tramway line was constructed to
Coma, the land occupied andi held for speeu-
lative purposes was doubled or trebled in
value.

Mr. A. Thomson: Some of it was quad-
rupled in value.

capit, Carter: You have not read the Comi-
mission's report! Sworn evidence was ten-
dered that that was not so.

Air, HUGHES: I will deal -vith that point.
Capt. Carter: I know that what you state

is true, but that is the evidence that was
given.

Mr. Lambert: The member for teederv ills
would not support a betterment tax.

Capt. Carter :You should read your
IHansard.7 -

Mrf. HUGHES: I know of an instance
where a man bought two blocks for £20 each.
He had them for a long time and paid £ 25 in
rates. The land therefore cost him £C45. He
did not want the area for residential pur-
poses as he had a residence elsewhere. Thus
he held the land purely for speculative pur-
poses. As soon as the tramway went through
to Como that area was sold for £90.

Mr. A. Thomson: People were travelling
through the agricultural districts offering to
sell land along the Come extension.

Mr. HfUGHES: I can quite believe it. The
effect of the tramway extension was that the
purchaser bad to pay for the cost of the tramn-
way past his block. He paid £45 for the land
and £45 towards the cost of the tramway line.
it addition the purchaser of that block had
to pay interest and sinking fund.

.Ron. W. C. Angwin: Nothing of the sort.
Mr. HUGHES: But h6~ has to pay fares

and thus contribute towards interest and sink-
ing fund.

Hon. W. C. Angwia: Well, he does not do

Mr, HUGHES: If lie does not, someone
else has to.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: We all have to pay
the interest and si nking fund on the line.

Mr. HUGHES: This is an important phase
of tramway extensions. If we are merely to
enhance the value of idle land, it is a bad
proposition. I led a deputation to the MXin-
ister for Railways with a view to securing
tawo tramway extensions, one through Ingle-
wood and one to Maylands. No sooner had

the announcement been made regarding one
of''the lines, thait advertisements appeared in
thme tramn ears stating that a certain firm had
a lot of land along the route of the proposed
tramway for sale. The amne attached to the
adv-ertisement showed that the individual con-
cerned was the manager of the firm and yet
he was one of the men on the deputation I
took to the Minister.

Mr. Teesdale. That is the way they pe
youlI

Mr, HUGHES: That is so. The next time
I ain asked to introduce a deputation to the
Minister on such a question I will make a
search in the Titles Office to see if those in-
terested have any land that n-ill be affected.

Mr. Lambert: Would you apply that to
the railways tool

Mr. HUGHES: Yes. If tramway exten-
sions are to he carried out we should put the
price of the tramways on to the land ia the
'icinity. I trust Unproved railway facilities
will be afforded the people in the nietropoli-
tan area. I know the condition of the rail-
way service between TMidland Junction and
Perth and I understand it is just as bad On
the Fremantle line.

Capt. Carter: There has just been a series
of prosecutions because people with second
class tickets were forced to eater first class
cariages at the Leederville station. They
had to go first class because there was no
roomn in the second class compartments.

Mr. Lamubert; I have travelled f rom
Leederrille a good bit and I have not seen
anything of that sort going on!

Capt. Carter: You do not get up early
enough.

Mr. HUGHES: I trust the Government
n-ill agree to build the half mile extension to
the Mt. Lawley subway. It will give facilities
to people who are badly in need of those
Conveniences.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.mn.

The PREMNIER (Ron. Sir James Mitehell
-Northam) [T.301: It has been said we
oughit to build railways ahead of settlement.
It is a very good thing to talk railway con-
struction, but when at line is run into an
agricultural district, there is nothing of com-
sequence to be done until production is ob-
tained. If the finances of the country would
permit it, I would be glad to have lines
built ahead of settlement. 'We had a number
of lines to construct after the war and when
the price of material became sufficiently re-
asonable to enable us to purchase rails. For
a couple of years after the war it was im-
possible to buy rails, and so the construction
of a number of lines long authorised was of
necessity delayed. The delay was unavoid-
able, and meanwhile roads in the H3usselton
district and elsewhere have been cut up. 'We
have to remember, though, that the repairs
to the roads will not be anything like so costly
as would be the interest charges if a railway
had been constructed. As to building rail-
ways by contract, in the olden days we did
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call ter tenders. Some railways were built
by contract, and sonic by day labour, It is
well to rememuber, however, that tile only
part of the work that really can be con-
tracted for is the actual laying of the line
and the construction of the enrthworks. The
rails and sleepers can be obtained by the Gay-
erment at the seie price as by a contrac-
tar; the contract thus involves only the work
of laying. In the wet South-West the settle-
nment of a thousand families on the land has
necessarily entailed a great amiount of traffic
over the roads, and thle roads must stiffer
while this traffic continues. Everywhere the
condition of the roads is a source of trouble
because of the difficulty of keeping them in
repair. In reply to the mnember for Guildford
(Mr. Davies) we want to do all the work we
can in thle State. At Midland Junction 20
locomotives are being constructed and EQ
locomotives are being converted into a heavier
and stronger type. The workshops are very
busy. We shall do all the work possible
within tine State so long as the price is
reasonable, as it has been. We want to keep
our people emnployed. Year by year we
shall need an increasing number of railway
engines, because of the land development and
other activities throulghout the State. A
greater volume of traffic must result from the
development that is going on. At present we
are hauling heavier loads with our locomio-
tives than it is economically wise to do. The
work being carried out in the metropolitan
area is a Special work for a special set of pea-
file, and they pay for it. Much money has
been spent in water supplies and tramway
extensions, but all this is special iyork for ai
special area. -Many of the residents of the
metropolitan area are people working for
wages, and it is extraordinary that they have
to pay so much to get to and from their
work. Thir travelling iuvolves hours in some
instances. We are always anxious to extend
the tranmways to areas where land can be sold
cheaply and where houses may be built to
accommodate the working people. The tram-
ways to which the member for North-East
Fremantle (Ron. W. 0. Angwin) objects--

Hon. W. C. Angwin: I have objected to
none1 yet.

The PREMIER: Then I withdraw and
apologise. The tramway he mentioned will
permit of a great deal of land being used
cheaply for the building of houses. The
member for Canning (Mr. Clydesdale) has a
tramway on his mind.

'Mr. Clydesdale: 'Mere than one.
The PREIER: We must serve the peo-

ple who are already settled. We have the
System and we are responsible to the people
for tramway facilities. So long as we have
the system, we must serve the people. 'Rail-
ways are necessary to open np the country
and make Perth possible, and that is why so
much money is expended oit agricultural de-
velopment and railway extensions. The work
of land development and developing primary
indvistries generally means work to the Mid-
land workshops, and for the people of Perth;

and] trainways and faceilities, of many kinds are
wvanted, because the Ipeoe in the mnetropoli-
tan area are necessary to those developing the
outback country. I am pleased to have heard
thle general discussion. There are sozi-~
things I should like to do, but it 15 not pos-
sible to provide all we Should like to provide
on these Estimates, particularly as SO mucL~h
money has to be spent un the settlement of
our broad acres. All sections of the cum-
inaunity are being Studied, and we are doing
our best nith the funds at our disposal to
provide thle facilities to which they a-re Justly
entitled. The member foi Claremont (M.Nr. J.
Thomson) made an eloquent speech which
we all enjoyed very much.

lion. WV. C. Angwin: It knocked me clean
out, didn't it?

The PREMIER: It was a splendid defence
of his own electorate, and a very able reply to
the member for North-East Fremnantle. He dis-
proved every- statement made by thme member
for- North-East Fremantle exc ept that tile
latter had walked a mile in 1-2 minutes.

31r. Underwood: Down bill!
Thme PRE-MIER: Down hill, and there were

no attractions on the way. I hope members
realise that we are doing our best to meet
the requirements of all sections of the coi-
mnunity.

M,.r. CLYDESDALE (Canning) [7.41]: It
was very pleasing to hear the Premier Say
that tramway extension in the metropolitan
area was long overdue.

The Premier: I did not say that.
'Mr. CLYDIESDALE: Thea thle Premier

should -have Raid it. Since last cession the
Iiglewoud line has been extended half a mile,
and the work of constructing the Claremont
line is nearing compiletion. I hope that as
soon as material arriveas, the other half-mile
extension at Inglewood will he undertaken.
The extension is already justified by the large
number of houses being erected there for the
working classes. Land values in the vicinity
of the tramway extension have not increased
so greatly as was expected. In my electorate
several extensions are urgently needed. With
all respect to the member for -North-East
Fremantle, Ii fail to see the force of his

aruetthat trains should not be extended
to districts that have railway facilities.

lion. V. C. Angwin: I said districts with-
out comimunication should first be provided
f or.

Mr, CLYDESDALE: Take Lord-street:
there is a population of about 0,000 people
in the vicinity awaiting ain extension of the
tramway. Then what about the extension to
InglewoodT It is impossible to get a seat
on an Inglewvood tramn at several periods dur-
ing the day, and the .re is a railway only half
a mile away.

The Premier: 'Not possible to get a seat?
.Mr. CLYDESDALE. At several periods

during the day there is not standing room. if
the srgumient of the member for North-East
Fremnantle applied, we would have no trains
running to Victoria Park. I would like to
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see the Premier try to get a seat on a Vie-
toria Park car between 5 and 6 p.m. He
would not have a possible chance. Therefore
the argument that we should not extend the
traimways to districts served by a railway
noes not apply. Even with the railway ser-
vice, it is impossible to cope with the traffic.
The Premier has practically guaranteed that
the Lord-street extension will be the first
to he constructed.

The Premier: WhenT
Mr. :LX .IESDALE: That was the P-1-c

,,'r 'a reply to a deputation.
Mr. A. Thomson: It is not shown onl the

Estimates.
Mr. uYDESDALE: That is the unfortun-

ate part, and I amt inclined to think it is
duo to the Country Party that a greater
amount is not provided in these Estimates for
tramway extensions.

Hon. W. C. Angivin: The Government (t0
not she. then, on the Estimates. They build
then, without.

Mr. CLYDESDALE: That will satisfy me.
The Minister for Works: So long as the

ex tensions are constructed you do not mind.
Mr. CLYDESDALE: The general manager

of the tramways said the Lord-street exten-
sion would shlow a profit of £800 a year.
If it will sllow that profit, the people are
entitled to have it carried out at once.

Capt. Garter: What did he say the profit
would be from Leedervillo?

'Mr. CLYDESDALE: I am not concerned
about that. Whatever he said I anm sure
you would magnify it. Another extension
that is urgently needed is that to Belmont .
The people there have been waiting for it
for thle past 20 Years. They were promised
it 20 years ago, and they have gone so far
thait they are prepared to tax themselves to
the extent of £:500 per annum, and further
than that, will agree to pay a fare of 6d.,
which is double what it should be, for any
reasonable period the Government like to fix.
Surely people who are prepared to do that
kind of thing are entitled to consideration.

Capt. Carter: Which district is mnore en-
titled to an extension, Inglewood or Belmont?

Mr. CLYDESDALE: Inglew~ood has al-
ready a portion of its extension, and the re-
usainder is to come. The Belmont extension
will be as profitable as that of Lord-street.
At Belmont there are 18 race meetings held
in the year, and we know that onl race dlays
double fare is always charged, so that a
shilling each way would be the rate imposed
for the conveyance of the sporting community
to the course. What with the revenue that
would be derived from the traffic, and the
guarantee given by the people of Belmont,
there is no doubt about it that the line would
pay from the commencement. I do not know
of any other country where the people offer
to pay to such an extent for facilities of
transit. I ask the Government why do they
not come to the assistance of the cormuni-
ties I hove referred to.1

Capt. Carter: Because there is not the
legislative machinery.

Mr. CLYDESDALE: Then why not pro-
vide it? Another work that is urgently
needed is the duplication of the Vic-
toria Parks line. 1 was talking to a
mnotorman last night and he said it
"-als dangero-us to have to shift into
thle loops and wait there as long as
20 minutes. The Victoria Park residents are
entitled to ask for this concession, because
the traffic is there. Another extension that
I advocate, is that fron, the Zoological Gur-
dens to the Mends-street jetty. That should
have beeni eoriied out when the Comno tram
line was laid. Its construction will mean in-
creased business, and the ferries will derive
additional revenue. And, unless something is
done for the, Zoological Gardens by way of
an increase(] grant, the Government will soon
have to close it up. Whether that w~ill or
will not be an advantage, I an, not prepared
to say.

Capt. Carter: You certainly are a very
modest fellow.

Ur. CLYDJESDALE: I am not prepared
to say the same about you. I also advocate
the extension of the train line from Como to
Canning Bridge. Here, too, the people are
prepared to tax themselves to pay ter that
work. They ask that the Government will
give thenm machinery to enable thenm to im-
pose a betterment tax, add they declare that
they will pay interest, sinking fund, and
working expenses in coinnection with the
tramway if it be built. The winter months,
as we know, provide a period in wvhich there
is a good deal of unemployment. Next winter
I predict that it will be more acute than it
was last year. I hope thle Prenier is listen-
ing to what I am saying, though I know he
is not.

The Premier, You had better not say any-
thing you do not want me to hear.

M,%r. CLYDESDALE: I do want you to
hear what I amn saying, and I do not want
you to go to sleep while I an, speaking. What
I ali urging the Government to dto without
delay, is to order sufficient material to permit
of the tramway extensions being carried out
in the winter months when unemployment is
at its height. We are bringing in thousands
of immigrants, and whent many of them. have
concluded their labours onl farms, they will
drift to the city. What will become of them
thenl

Mr. Lutey: They w-ill go to the races.
Mr. CLYDESDALE: -Not on 25s. a week.

The Government should not hesitate to assist
those people who are prepared to help them-
selves in the way I have indicated. It has
been said that we should not have the trains
competing with the railways. At Victoria
Park to-day the people are urging a reduction
in the railway fares to the level of the fares
charged onl the trains. If the railways could
carry people at the same rates as, do the
tramns, I w~ould say that there would be some
argument on their side, but they camnot do so.
The railway fares in the metropolitan area,
and I say this with all due respect to the
Minister for Railways, are extortionate.
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Mr. A. Thomson: You cannot hurt him;
he is a long nay off.

Mr. CLYDlESDALE: I do not suppose be
would worry, even if lie were here. We must
develop the country, and we should assist
those people who are prepared to pay for
what they ask. I hope the Premier will give
symr athetic consideration to the subjects to
which I have referred. I guarantee that lie
will not show a farthing loss on any of the
propositions I have put before him.

Mr. A. Thomson: You want to create a
metropolitan board of works.

Mr. CLYDESDALE: I do not mind what
is done, so long as the people in tile suburbs
I have mientioned are given the extensions to
which they are entitled.

Mr. HICKMOTT (Pingelly) L7.55]: On
the subject of improvements and additions to
railways, I desire to draw attention. to the
fact that the Government constructed at con-
siderable expense, a railway dam at Kon-
dinin. The cost was between £15,000 and
£16,000. We have pasned through what might
be said to be an abnormally wet winter, and
yet at the present time the clam contains
only 3ft. of water. Something should cer-
tainly be clone to improve thle catchiment and
to prevent the dlam from leaking. After the
expenditure of such a big sum of money on
the work, it is essential that this matter
should be given urgent attention. It must
have caught more water than is in it at the
present time, remembering the heavy rains
that we have experienced. The danm is used
also for the purpose of supplying the whole
district. Last summer the railways had to
cart water from Dudinin right along that line.
A few weeks ago a question was asked in
another place as to what the people were to
do for water in that district, and the reply
given was that on account of the very wet
winter there was no danger of a scarcity of
water. We know, however, that water is
scarce in that district, and that the people
will again have to cart it and pay at the rate
of 2s. 6d. per 100 gallons, which was the
price charged for a period of last slimmer.
Wlkhen farmers have to cart water for nine or
ten miles, it means that this interferes with
their farming operations. The Government will
thus see how important it is that attention
should be given to the question without delay.
I trust the Minister will tell us what is being
dlone in connection with key damns.

Mr. HARRISON (Avon) [7.58]: We bear
a lot about the people in the metropolis being
wvealthy as the result of the operations of
those who are working in the country. We
in the country districts are anxious to in-
crease our operations, so that the metropolitan
community may become even better off, but
ini order to do that we must have increased
railway facilities. There is provision on the
Estimates for the extension of the Mt. Mar-
shall line. It must be a source of loss rather
than a profit, to have it terminating in its
present position at a dead-end. The line

should be conacted up with the main system,
bat it strikes me that the amount placed
ott the Estimates will not go far enough.

The Premier: You are never satisfied.
Mr. HARRISON: The line should certainly

be linked up with the main system, and with
E1I,600 that cannot possibly be done. I have
been urging Ministers to see for themselves
the difficudles that are being experienced by
the farmers in the areas away from railway
communication in that part of the State. I
would like Ministers also to see the wonderful
Work that has been done by returned soldiers
at Lake Brown. They have a fighting chance
provided they get this much needed railway.
Let then, know where they are going, to he
with regard to railway facilities for their har-
vest. I would not mind the present position
so much if any Minister could be induced to
visit thle district. I have been trying to get
the Premier to do so.

The Minister for Works: You have the line
finished to the present end.

.%Jr. HARRISON: Yes, but it does not go
to Lake Grace or to Merredin. It stops no-
where. We want the line carried through to
a point where it will be useful to the State
and to the settlers. I want a Minister to go
to the district for the purpose of deciding
where thle line should junction tip, so that on
Loan Estimates of the near future there may
be placed the necessary amount. It is no use
talking about tramnways for the metropolitan
area while in the bush there are returned
soldiers in need of 40 miles of transport.

Holt. IV. C. Angwia: I promise you we will
go up there next year.

Mr. LATHAM (York) [8.3): Let me ein-
phasise my hope that all the work on these
Loan Estimates will be done by contract.
The day labour system should be abolished.

Mr. Munsie: Whys
Msfr. LATHAM: Because I believe the work

can be done cheaper by contract.
Ifr. Munsie: At all events, that is not the

ease in the metropolitian area, where the two
systems have been carried on

Mr. LATHAM: Further, T am of opinion
that railways should be built by the Railway
Department. That course would save the
necessity for Bills to deviate lines already
authorised.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: The Railway Depart-
ment engineers settle the question now.

Air. LATHAM: But they do not make
the surveys nor fix the grades.

Hlon. W. C. Angwin: The Public Works
Department do those things to the satisfac-
tioa of the Railway Department.

Mir LATHAM: In that ease, what has
caused the need for relaying some railways
in this State I Even to-day we have been
asked to vote money for deviation and re-
grading pvrposea. That expenditure would,
I believe, be obviated if the Railway De-
partment first supervised the surveys, and
then supervised the building of the line by
contract.
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The MiNISTER FOR WNORKS (Ron.
XV. .1. George-Murray-Wellington-in reply)
[89.5f: Rlegrading will go on as long as the
world lasts, just the same as the improvement
of individuals will go on. The reason why
regrading shows up so much on the line from
Perth to Spencer's Brook is that when that
particuilar railway was built the men who were
guiding the dest~inies of 'Western Australia
thought it was not necessary to provide very
niuch money for locating a line. Consequently
if they pot a certain grade, that was all they
vared for. Three lines have been built on the
route in question. One was built by '.r. ..
Arthur Wright, then railway engineer for
Western Auastralia. I remem~ber talking to,
the then Premier, Sir -John Forrest, about
thec matter. He nas a surveyor, dad knew all
abovt the subject. As a fact, he knew about
surveying, but did not know about railway
lumilding. Then 'Mr. C. Y. 0 'Conor came
over here from New Zealand as Engineer-in-
Cief. He put do-wn grades to the extent to
which lie was given funds. Thenr another
railway controller camne along, and managed
to get hold of money to alter this line again.
These things are niot due to want of know-
ledpe on the Fart of the engineers. If the
engineers are not given money to do surveys,
theyv cannot obtain the best grades.

Mr. Pickering: What about the Donny-
lirook-Bridg,?town line?

The MTNISTER FOR WORKS: I repeat
that sufficient money was not allowed for sur-
veys. A reference to "Hlansard"' during the
past 25 years will show that one member in-
formed Parliament tlhat if three times the
money was granted for surveys, it would re-
iayT the State handsomely. It is no use talk-
ing as if the departmental officers did not
know their work.

Mr. J. H. SMAITHf (Nelson) [8.8]: Alter
listening to various members stressing the dis-
abilities of their electors in having to walk a
mile or half-a-mile to a tramwiay, T consider
it fitting to say sor'iehing on behalf of people
living- outback under disadvantages of which
city members have no idea. The member for
Canning (Mr. Clydesdale) said that cer-
tain residents were prepared to guarantee the
capital outlay if a certain tramway were
built. What better guarantee could be given
than the action of pioneers in going out 40 or
50 miles beyond railway communicationl The
pioneers I have in mind were promised rail-
way communication by Sir John For-rest. The
present Premier, too, has promised them a
railway; but they have been put off time ant]
ne"nuin. If we do not give the people outback
proper facilities, they cannot get their pro-
duce to the markets of the city, and the city
car not thrive.

Mr. Clydesdale.: The people in the city
are prepared to pay for what they ask in the
way of tramways. You are not prepared to
pay for what you want.

M.%r. J1. IT. SMITH: The people to whomn I
allude have spent £840,000 in improvements
and stock. It is all very well to build rail-
ways for new settlers, but what about the old

lpioueers I am now referring to the neces-
sity, for constructing a line from Bridgetown
to Mft. Barker, and a line out from Boyup
Brook to open up country where people are
carting their produce 20 and 30 miles, and
where hundreds of tons of fruit are rotting
on the ground. I wonder that the Premier
sits back and does nothing. Some steps must
he taken en behalf of these people. A tim-
ber company is prepared to bLuild a line out
40 miles, to run it to timue table, and after 20
years haud it o'vcr to the Government. I
should like to know what has zoceome of the
qviestion of a, time table for the State Saw-
mills line at Jarnadup.

The CHAIRMAN: That matter is not on
these Estimates.

Mr. JI. H. SMITH: I will take an oppor-
tunityv to refer to it further on an itemn. How-
ever, let me impress on the Premier the in-
porta ace of giving railway communication to
people who have been promised it for 40
years. The Premier visited the district in
question, and was surprised to learn that it
had produced as much as 46 bushels of oats
and 42 bushels of wheat to the acre.

Mr. LAMBERT (Conlgardie) [8.13]: It is
amusing to hear the parochial bark of sonic
country members in their opposition to the
granting of travelling facilities to people who
are prepared to pay for them.

',%fr. Latham: We arc not opposiug the
granting of those facilities.

Ron. P. Collier: No; it is only the official
opening of the election campaign.

Ar. LA'MBERT: Such speeches may be
very good electioneering, but they are abso-
lute piffle. I support what other members
have urged in advocacy of giving facilities
to those who are prepared to bear the cost
of them. In contradistinction to the member
for North-East Fremantle (Hon. W. C. Ang-
win),I I regard the Claremont tramway exten-
sion as justified; and I am glad the Govern.
m-nL are going on with it.

Hon. W. C. Aagwin: Don't forget you
were the only member of the Royal Commis-
sion who favoured that rofite.

Mr. LA'MBERT: Cabinet showed their
wisdom by adopting the views I pat forward.

Hon, W. C. Aagwiu: Cabinet adopted half
and, hale.

Mr. LAMBERT: That showed at all events
50 per cent, of sense on the part of Cabinet.
If wve have reached the stage when members
representing country districts cannot view the
requirements of the metropolitan area from
a reasonable and logical standpoint, it is time
wre handed aver the tramnways to the control
of a hoard. I personally hold the view that
they should be handed over to such control.
The question of whether we should extend the
railways to every man's s11 rails, whether
they be at the back or at the front of his
farm-

.Mr. Harrison: Now you are losing the
weight of your argument.

'Mr. LAM BERT: No. There is no need to
attempt to undermine straightforward logic
by a lot of nonsense which might be listened

163.5



1636 ASSEMBLY.]

to if uttered from a soap box in the country,
but which cuts no ice in Parliament. The
Inetropolitan area is growing, and the reas-
onable demands of the people for tramway
facilities should be acceded to. If the Gov.
ernatent are not prepared to provide the
necessary facilities, they should hand the con-
trol of the trumnways to a board. The peo-
ple demanding the tramways are prepared to
pay for them).

Mr. Harrison: The country people have to
pay their share.

MNr. LAMBERT: Considering that you
had handed to you last year 2% millions of
borrowed money on which the people of the
metropolitan. area had to help pay inter-
est--

M1r. A. Thomson: No, the country people
will lay it.

Mr, LAMBERT: In three or four genera-
tions, perhaps. The Government must provide
tramway facilities in the metropolitan area.

Mr. Lotham: We have never opposed it.
Mr. LAMFBERT: Oht, yei you have. I can

read you minutes of Country Party meetings
at which those present have protested against
the Government's decision to build the Como
tramway because, forsooth, the Premier had
promised the Country Party that it should
not be built.

'.\r. Hiarrison: It was a promise made in
Parliament.

'Mr, LAMB ERT: It is coming to a pretty
pats when the Country Party hold a pistol
to the Premier's head.

The Premier: No, they did not.
Hdon. P. Collier: Well, a double-barrelled

gun.
Mr. LAMBERET: They sail they had a

promise from the Premier.
The Premier: No, the House got it.
Mfr. Harrison:- A promise made in this

Chamber was broken.
Mr. Willeock: It was a flagrant breach of

trust.
Mr, LAMBERT: However, it was not done

with the sanction of the Premier. If the
Government are not prepared to build tram-
way extensions in the umetropolitian area, they
should hand over the tramways to a board.
Whenever improvements in the metropolitan
area are stigeested, Country Party members
at once raise opposition and refer to the
blood-curdling conditions tinder which they
and their constituents have to live. Why, as
compared with the pioneers of 50 years ago,
they are living in comparative luxury!

Item, Additions and imtprovements io
opened roifu'ays, £0I00,000:

Mr. PICKERING: ]Recently at Kondinin
I inspected the alleged dam. All I found was
a huge excavation with extensive drainage.
Same £15,000 or £16,000 has *been spent on
the excavation, at the bottom of .which I
found about Sit. of water. Something might
be udone to improve the catchment area. The
main supply wtas from a granite rock a few
acres in extent.

The Mlinister for Agriculture: That was a
tennis Court you saw.

Mr. PICKERING: It is a Pity the boa.
membLer, when he went on that trip, was not
in a fit condition to distinguish between a
catchment area and a tennis court. There is
alleged to be a fault in the bottom of the
tank. Something ought to be done to allev-
iaite the position, for if a water supply be not
irovi'led it will mean a serious set back to
Kondinia.

Iteam, BvsseltoR-~M-gart River, urea,
Leo ova0

H~on. W. C. ANOWIN: To-day we have
had serious complaints of the work down
Itere. Those complaints ought to he inves-
ligated. Both the member for Sussex (Mr.
Pickering) and the member for ](atanaing
(31Nr. A. Thomson) have spoken very strongly
oq time manner in which the work has been
carried out. I saw the work, but I thought it
was going on very well. However, the mem-
bers for Sussex and for K-atanning declare
that a lot of money has been spent on roads,
including corduroy roads. So much money hav-
ing been spent on the roads, it is doubtful
whether the railway ought to be proceeded
with. It would be advisable to refer this
question to a select committee. The member
for Kataning said the work could have been
carried out better and more cheaply hy con-
tract. The Premier and I have been over a
good deal of this railway under construction.

Mr. A. Thomson.- The Premier always takes
you out with hint wherever hie goes.

Hon. W. C. ANG WIN: He takes a good
11an11. T saw the work and found in it noth-
ing to complain of; but u-hen members re-
presenting interested electorates complain at
the work, it is time inquiries were made into
it.

'Mr. A. Thomnson: You are not twisting
what I said, are you?

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN - I certainly would
not agree that the work could have been car-
ried out better by contract.

The Premier: You do not want to strike
out the item?

Hoa. W. C. ANO-WIN: No, the Premie;
might wrant the money. The condemnation of
the member for the district, however, is
sufficient to induce us to do so.

The Minister for Works: You should not
take that too seriously.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: No. I should like
to see the people of the district have their
railway if possible.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I1 did not
understand the member for Sussex. HEt is
somewhat erratic.

.k1r. Pickering: Like the member for .Mur-
ray-Wellington.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The har-
bour at Eusselton would have been built by
the mcmber for Morray-Welhington if the
member for Sussex had held his tongue.

Mr. Pickering: That is merely an election-
eering gag.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I should
like to tell the boo. member what I think of
hint.
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The CHAIRMAN: Order!
The MINISTER. FOR WORKS: There is

a sum of £60,000 on these Estimates for the
railway. The estimated cost of the work is
£125,000. To the end of June last £57,644
was spent in the completion of the clearing,
earthworks, plate-laying, and ballasting. It
is expected that the line will be completed by
the 30th of June of nest year. We have
made provision for a sum of £11,000 for
interest which we shall have to pay to the
Treasury. I am not aware that there is any
cause for complaint concerning this railway.
If there is any graund for complaint, amid
the member for Katanning will let me have
it in writing, so that I can understand it, 1
will make inquiries and do my best to please
him.

Mr, PICKER rNG: The member for North-
East Fremantle has tried to damn me in the
eyes of my electors, and is supported by the
Mibnister for Works. I said I was quite
satisfied that the reason why the Government
had done this work by day labour was that
they could not get the material for the line.
The Minister advised me to that effect. I
have not condemned it. I did say it was
urgently needed and should have preceded.
settlement. I pointed to the cost of taking
material to the groups, and said this had
been enhanced out of all proportion by the
neglect of the Government to proceed earlier
with the railway. This line was promised by
the late Mr. Frank Wilson, and could have
been built at less cost than3 now. Had it
been built then the difficulties in the way of
transport for the groups would not have
existed. It was not a nice action on the
part of members to endeavour deliberately to
misinterpret what I said. If the Minister
had listened he would have heard my re-
marks, but he said he could not understand
what I said.

The M21inister for Works: I could not hear
you.

Mrt. PIC.KERLNG: It was not fair on the
part of the Minister to put it in the way
he did. The railway will cost a lot of
money, chiefly becauise of the severe winter.
It is through no fault of mine that the rail-
way has been hung up, for I have repeatedly
urged that the work should be gone on with.
Any reflection upon my attitude on this
matter is unbecoming in members.

'Mr. A. THOMSON: The member for
North-East Frenmantle was good enough to
twist sortic remarks I made.

Hon. W. C. Angwin:- Nothing of the sort.
Mr. A . THOMSON: I was dealing with the

necessity for the construction of the Den-
mark railway extension, and using that as
an argument to deal with the position which
has arisen with the group settlements in the
Busselton area. If the 'Margaret River rail-
way had been constructed earlier, thousands
of pounds would have been saved in cartage
and that charge would not have been made
against the settlers. The hon. member now
says I am opposing tbe construction of the
railway.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Did you not say
thousands of pounds would have been saved
if the wvork had been done by contract?

Mr. A. THOMSON: If the Government
had followed the advice of Mr. Wilimoti, who
strongly urged upon Mr. Colebatch that if it
was the intention of the Government to pro-
ceed with the group settlement they should
expedite the construction of the railway from
Busselton, thousands of pounds would have
been saved on the construction of roads.
Owing to the fanilt of the Government in not
building this railway long ago they have had
to pay away thousands of pounds for the
cartage of goods to the settlers. The Public
Works Department and the Railway Depart-
meat have spent hugs sumns of money to en-
able tractors and motor cars to transport
these goods. And yet the member for North-
East Fremantle, for electioneering purposes,
has deliberately twisted my statement. I
congratulate him upon his high and lofty
sentiments, as expressed towards me and the
member for Sussex.

Ron. W. C. ANO WIN: I have no desire to
cross swords with the member for Ratanniag.

Mr. McCallum:- The new party is very
militant to-night.

Hon. WV. C. ANGWIN: I am not aff ected
by his remarks. If the Premier had stopped
settlement on the land until the railway was
completed, he would not have started it yet.
No one knows better than the hion. member
that it was impossible to get rails at a reason-
able price.

MNr. Clydeadale: And the Premier could not
have absorbed the immigrants.

The Minister for Works: If we had let
the line by contract we would have had a
claim for hundreds of thousands of pounds
for nun-supply of rails.

Mr. A. Thomson: You are quite an apolo-
gist for the Government.

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: I am fair to the
Government, and that is more than the hon.
member is.

Mr. A. Thomson: I went you to be fair to
Us.

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: The reason why
he is not fair to the Government is that he
could not get a seat in the Ministry.

lion. P. Collier: Now we are hearing some-
thing.

Mr. A. Thomson: I ask the hon. member
to withdraw that statement. it is incorrect,
adid is offensive.

The CHAIRMANL\: The member for Eat-
anning takes exception to the statement of
the hon. member.

HFon. W. C. ANGWIN: I will witbd raw
anything to keep the bon. member in a good
temper.

Mr. A. Thomson: It is a rotten statement,
and you know it will appear in "Hlansard."

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: When the hon.
member was speaking upon this railway he
was condeming the work thoronghly.

Mr. A. Thomson: Nothing of the sort.
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Mr. Muasie: Of course you did. Wait till
you see " asrd

Hon. W. C, ANGWIN: I have never known
the Government to do anything that has
pleased the bon. member.

The CHAIRMAN: I1 ask members to
keep to the matter before the Chair.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: I was pleased to
hear the remarks of the member for Sussex.
If I misunderstood him, I apologise. I
thought he said the Government bad to make
roads because the railway, could not be com-
pleted. I know why it was delayed, and I
think the delay was unavoidable. I have not
heard one complaint in regard to the manner
in which the men in the district have been
working.

The PREMIER: The member for Satan-
ning knows that the rails could not have been
obtained at a reasonable price until a short
time ago. They could not be obtained until
just about the time he was in England. We
could not afford to pay the price for them.
He has said what lie did with the idea of
mnaking the group settlers dissatisfied.

Mir. A. Thomson- Thnt is a most ungener-
ouis statement to make.

The PREMAIER: It is, nevertheless, correct.
He had no other object in view,

Mr. A. Thomson: You bnve no right to
make that statement. It is a rotten state-
ment.

The PREMIER: It is not as rotten as the
hon. member.

Mr. A. Thomson: I ask the Premier to
withdraw that remark.

The CHAIRMAN: To what does the bon.
member objectW

Mr. A. Thomson: The Premier said, "It is
not as rotten as the bon. member.''

The Minister for Agriculture: le did not
say '"rotten.''

The PREMIER: I withdraw the remark.
Mr. A. Thomson: There you are. He did

sa-y it. You are always defending the Pre-
mier.

The PREMIER: The hon. member also
said we were putting timber under the roads.
We have done so in a few places in order to
strengthen them.

Mr. A. Thomson: Which proves that my
statement was correct.

The PREM [ER: The hon. member referred
to miles of roads and thousands of pounds
being spent on such work.

Mr. A. Thomson: I did not.-
The PREIER: Hle exaggerated the whole

business. A few chains of road are made in
that way, and ought to have been made years
ago. The hon. member wishes the House to
believe that the whole of the roads were made
in that way, and that thousands of pounds
had been spent on them. I do like a man
who knows how to be fair.

Mr. A. Thomson: I try to be fair.
The PREMIER: The bon. member may

try to be fair, but does not succeed. I do
not accuse him of not trying. He has made
all kinds of extravagant statements.

Item-Rails and Fastegins-raiiways-
£1 76,OOO:

Mr. A. THOMSON: The Premier said we
were suffering from high protection. The
Commonwealth Government contribute 2 per
cent. under the immigration scheme for five
years. When the settlers arrive here the
Coinmionwealth Government immediately col-
lect Customs tariff from them, Approxi-
mnntely £1,000,000 is to be spent on railway
extensions. This is necessary in order to
open up the country. On the two
items there is a total of £175,000 for rails
and fastenings.- These are to be used in the
construction of new railways. Prom informa-
tion I have received it is estimated that the
cost of rails will be approximately about £12
per ton. This means that with the provision
for £175,000 in the Estimates, approximately
14,583 tons of rails will be imported into
Western Australia. On that quantity the
Commonwealth Government levy a duty of
45s. per ton. That is not a fair levy. Taking
into consideration the fact that Western Aus-
tralia is spending millions of pounds in open-
ing tip primary industries for the Common-
wealthL Government and spending a lmua(
amount of money on railways, this State will
contribute to the Commonwealth no less than
£32,811 15s. While I do not wish to jeopard-
ise the position of bon. members who may de-
sire to discuss later items, I would refer to
the items relating to the tramnways and the
electric power house. Provision for these two
concerns gives -a total of £111,000. The Cue-
toms tariff provides a duty of 35 per cent. for
electrical fittings.

The Minister for Works: A lot of rails
are included in those items, not electrical fit-
tings.

Mir. A. THOMSON:- It does not say so.
Because of the expenditure of that amount
the Federal Government will collect approxi-
miately £37,000 in duity. 'gave the Govern-
meiit made any protest against such imposi-
tions?

The Premier:. Of course we have, and we
have been refunded a lot of money.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: In any case, your
party represents half the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment.

Mr. A. THOMSON: Though the member
for North-East Fremantle may desire to be
frivolous, T regard this as a serious matter.
I find that the Commonwealth Government
will collect upwards of £70,000 in duty in
respect of the requirements of the State Gov-
ernment.

Hon. W,. C. Angwin: How do you know
that? The rails may be manufactured in Aus-
tralia.

Hon. P. Collier:- As a matter of fact, they
will be.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: When I was in office
I had an English price at £ 13 and en Aus-
tralian price at £9 10s. for rails.

M r. A. THOMNSON:. I am dealing with the
position as it is now and not when the memn-
ber for North-East Fremantle was in office.
Judlging by the statements we have heard
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from him, it is a pity the hon, member ever
left office! Had he still been in charge every-
thing would have been lovely; the work would
have been dlone better and cheaper.

Mr. Mfunsie: It would have been done
better at any rate.

Mr. A. THOMSON: Despite what the Pre-
mier or anyone elsie may say, T have a per-
fect right to voice my opinions.

The Premier.- Of course you have.
Mr. A. THOM(SO'N: I was elected to re-

present the views of the electors of Eaten-
ning, and if I do not suit them they have their
remedy next March, if not earlier. The State
is spending millions of money, and the Corn-
monweaith is so generous that, while the State
spends six millions, the Commonwealth agree
to allow them 2 per cent, for five years?

Hon. P. Collier: But half the Commion-
wealth Government comprise Country Party
members! Whnt is Page doing about it?

Mi-. A. THOMSON: For five years the
Commonwealth Government will contribute 2
per cent. interest towards the State's assist-
an cc.

Hon. P. Collier: What will Frowse do
about it?

Mr. McCallunm: What about your execu-
tive in Melbourne. Cannot they do some-
thing? Have they not got a Monger in Mel-
bourne?

'Mr. Teesdale: It is all right! Stewart is
dealing with it to-night.

Mr. A. THOM3NSON: I am dealing with the
position as it is here.

Hion. P. Collier: You have no remedy.
Mr. A. THOMSON: We have. The Gov-

cranment should protest against this sort of
thing.

The Minister for Works: We nave done so.
Hon. P. Collier: Wh%'y does not Page live

lip to his policy?
Mr. A. THOMSON: Western Australia has

assumed a huge responsibility. We have over
£4,000,000 involved in the Loan Estimates and
it would be interesting to delve into the whole
thing and ace what is the total amount the
State will have to pay the Commonwealth
through the Customs.

Members: What are you g~oing to do about
it?

Mr. A. THOMSON: I ant making my pro-
test.

Hon. F. Collier: Welt, let us write to
Earle-Page.

Mrs. Cowan: Protests have been made.
Mr. A. THOMSON: We are justified in

continuing to make those protests until the
Commonwealth authorities realise that they
are robbing Western Australia and other
States as well, by compelling payment of
duty on rails and other articles used in the
opening up of the State and the development
of industries.

The Minister for Works: We took this
matter up, entered our protest, and received
£16,000 from the Commonwealth I

Mr. A. THOMSON: I maintain I am jus-
tified in having raised this question.

The Minister for Works: That refund was
on the last lot of rails.

Mr. A. THOMSON: That is information
to show that the Government are alive.

The 'Minister for Works: We do not ad-
'vertise ourselves all along the line.

Mr. A. THOM1SON: I object to the Pre-
mier's statement that I was out~to make set-
tlers in the group settlements dissatisfied. I
give that statement a flat contradiction. There
is no man more desirous of seeing them satis-
fled and successful than I am. Iam just as
loyal and patriotic as is the Premier. I have
just as much at stake as has the Premier. I
have my all at stake and] no man can have
more. I will not take second place to the
Premier in my desire 'to see the State pro-
gress.

The PREMIER: It is unfortunate we
have to pay high duties on requisites for the
development of the country. The rails re-
ferred to are, to a great extent, made in the
Commonwealth. Where they could not be
supplied in Australia the Commonwealth
Government refunded the duty. The rails
referred to will be supplied mostly from the
Newcastle works in New South Wales.

'Mr. A, Thomson: Seeing that money is so
tight, it will pay you to import your rails,
paying at the other end.

The PREMIER: The hon. member need
not worry about that. The Federal Govern-
ment have always been willing to meet us in
cases where these requirements cannot be
manufactured in* Australia. We have never
ceased to remind them of their responsibility
and they have always met us fairly. The
hon. member may rest assur *ed that, so
far as goods that cannot be manufactured
in Australia are concerned, the Federal
Government always refund the duty. No
one has denied the helpfulness, the
wisdom, or the ability of the member for
Katanninig. Everyone admires his energy.
We have a profound regard for his judgment,
but 'I can assure him there are other people
who nre sometimes a little alert. The Min-
ister for Works is quite as alert and as keen
as is the member for Katanniag.

Item-Rails and /asts ings, Railwry~s,
£itO,OOO:

Mr. LAMBERT: I am rather pleased at
the progress made by the member for Eat-
anning (Mr. A. Thomson) and it should not
be out of season to remind him that if there
wvere no office-hungry party in the Federal
Parliament we would have had a readjust-
ment of the tariff. The office-hungry party is
the Country Party.

Mr. Pickering: That is cheap.
Mr. LAMBERT: They swallowed all their

election promises and everything else.
The CHAIRMAN: That has nothing to

do with this item.
Mr. LAMBERT - But it has a good deal

to do with the inmposts on this State.
The Premier: We are dealing with rails

and fastenings.
Mr. LAMBERT: The Country Party had

not even the decency to sit on a rail. We
should voice our protest against exactions on
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material when we hare to carry such a heavy
load under our development policy.

Mr. Teesdale: Prowvse is watching,
The CHAIRKMAN: Well, he is not on the

E~stimates..
Mr. LAMBERT: The member for Satan-

anag was on reasonably safe ground when he
asked members to voice their protest against
the exactions made. The Federal Govern-
meat take everything and we get nothing.
As to the Broken Hill Co., I1 can produce cor-
respondence which would effectively explode
the opinions some members hold regarding its
patriotism.

Mr. A. Thomson:. It would pay to import
rails.

I tem-Trammays, Perth Electric and Ex-
tensions, £78,000:

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: I think some of
my remarks on the general discussion were
misunderstood. I did not raise objection to
the construction of any tramway in the metro-
politan area. I did contend that the people
with no means of communication should first
be served.

Capt. CARTER: I think. I was one who
misunderstood the member for North-East
Fremantle, and I am glad to register that he
is a supporter of the lines I have advocated.

Item-Electric Power Station, East Perth,
48,000:

MAr. LAMBERT: What are the Govern-
mient's intentions regardig the central power
station? Recently an honorary advisory board
was appointed by the Government to consider
the question of establishing a central power
station ait Collie.

The Premier: That is not intended to ap-
ply to Perth. It is for a local supply.

Mfr. LAMBERT: Do the Oovernment in-
tend to supply electric light for the opossums
in the South-West?

The Premier: To supply Collie and Bun-
bury.

Mr. LAMBERT- Last year a big sudi
Was Spent on the East Perth station, and this
year £43,000 is provided. Two or three yearn
ago, when I suggested a central generating
station at the source of the coal supply-
Collie-the Minister for Mines entered a
strong protest.

The Premier: He has since adopted your
idea.

Mr. LAMBERT: While I believe it would
be a good idea, the Government should first
consider the supply and cost of fuel. If
they once start erecting a power station at
Collie, the State xilI be irrevocably'commiitted
to the scheme for all time.

Mr. Davies: It is not intended to be a
central power station.

'MT. LAMBERT: It would not be in-
tended to supply Collie only; I take it the
object would be to supply elecetrical energy
for the greater portion of the State, includ-
ing electrified raihvays. The Government
should obtain a competent authority to ad-

vise them before expending much money on
the existing station. Consideration should be
given to the question of electrifying portion
of the railway system, bat unless the Gov-
ernmtent have a call upon the bigger coal re-
serves of this State, it would be a treacherous
policy to embark upon. Collie is not the only
part of the State n-here coal measures oc-
cLur. Others have been discovered at the Ir-
win River. 'Mr. Taylor is a good nian but
electrical power has been deveroped to suchL
an extent in other parts of the world that
it would pay the Government to get a man
to advise theum. I take it the advisory
board have been asked to report upon the
adv-isableness of establishing a central power
station at Collie, but the Government should
remember that practically the whole of the
Collie coal mines are in the hands of one
group of owners, and the Government would
be at their mercy.

The CHAIRMAN: There is nothing on the
Estimates dealing with Collie. The item
refers to the East Perth station.

Mr. LAMBERT: Before further large sums
arc spent at East Perth, greater consideration
should be given to the question.

The Premier: You ought not to say that.
The station has been very well managed.

Mr. LAMBERT: No one appreciates that
fact more than I do, but the question of
future requirements should receive serious at-
tentioa. Before incurring expenditure to en-
lnrge the East Perth station, we should take
stock of our coal measures and ascertain
whether energy cannot be more economically
generated at the pit's mouth.

The Premier: I agree with you there.
Mr. LAMBERT: This is not a scheme to

submit to an honorary advisory board. The
requirements of the State are reasonably well
known, and the Government would be justi-
fied in engaging the best electrical engineer
available To, assist them to frame a pulidy. I
hope the Government will not regard it as a
matter fur an honorary hoard.

The Premier: Not for a serious scheme.
The CHAkIRMAN: There is nothing abot

Collie on these Estimates.
M r. LAMBERT: Collie coal is used at the

power station. The East Perth works are
well managed and are giving good service,
but the Government should face the bigger
scheme.

'Mr. A. THOMSO-N The amount provided
for the East Perth power station is £43,000,
and the explanatory notes says "'See Coni-
missioner of Railways' Report, 1922-23."1 I
cannot see how this money is to he expended.
Somne information should be given us.

The PREMIER: The load at the power
house is ever-increasing and wre must add a
new unit to maintain supplies. We are sup-
plying a tremendous amount of current to the
new factories, especially the steel works,' and
the load is becoming greater than the plant
can supply. We want to encourage factories,
and the power station is aL paying concern.

Mr. A. Thomtson: I am not objecting, but
there is no explanation on the Estimates.
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Mr. PICKERING: We are paying out a
considerable sum yearly for the extension of
the East Perth power station. In connection
witl, this ilatter I suggest the advisability of
considering a scheme for the generation of
current at the pit's mouth. The timo is op-
portune to give this matter attention. If
the power station were at Collie it would be
possible to electrify the South-Western rail-
way service and in that way the difficulty re-
garding re-grading would be overcome. I
suggest the appointment of trained experts to
investigaate the matter.

Vote put and passed.

[Mr. Angela took te Chair]

Vote-Hrbours and Rivers, £C186,000:

Mr. A. THOMSON: There is an amount
of £6,000 set down for the Albany harbour
works and explanatory notes declare that the
dredging work there has been completed to
a depth of 3Sft. Will that he sufficient to
accommodate the largest steamers that now
visit Australia9 It is proposed to spend
£.45,000 in dredging the Fremantle harbour
to S6ft. Why should that be necessary if
the a3ft. depth at Albany is regarded as
sufficientV

The Minister for Works: We have been
carrying out a policy passed by this House
years ago.

Mr. A. THOMSON: Why was not the
dredge at Albany permitted to carry on deep-
ening operation, instead of being allowed to
remain idleI

The Minister for Works: At any rate the
people at Albany are satisfied with what has
been done if you are not.

Mr. A. THOMNSON: The House knows very
well that the port of Albany is the recog-
mned harbour by the Imperial naval auth-
orities. They always send their vessels there.

IHen. P. Collier: Once in a quarter of a
century.

Mr. A. THOMSON: We also know that the
White Star and Aberdeen liners have for
years been making use of that harbour, and
if the depth of S3ft. is not sufficient to aceom-
niodate their large vessels of the future it
will be a criminal mistake that has been corn-
nitted by the Gov-ernm~ent.

Mr. Mann: You are always against every-
thing metropolitian.

Mr. A. THOMSON: I defy the hon. mem-
ber to show that by any vote of mine I have
ever opposed anything in the metropolitan
area.

Mr. -Mann: You are putting tip Albany
against Fremantle.

Mr. A. THOMSON: Only because the Gov-
ernnment are paying rent for a dredge that is
lying idle there.

The Mlinjster for Works: That is not true.
Whyt make the statement when you know it
is not true?

Mr. A. THOMSON: All right, I withdraw
it. At any rate you were paying rent for a
period after the wvork was finished.

The Minister for Works: Nothing of the
kind.

Mr. A. THOMSON: After the dredge has
been removed it will cost a considerable sum
of money to get it back again if it is found
necessary to further deepen the harbour.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: We were
paying rent for the dredge when it was work-
Fag, bat we cased paying as soon as the
work was finished. I would like the House
to know what we are doing now in regard to
that dredge, but as the negotiations with the
Commonwealth Government are of a delicate
nature, it may Dot be advisable to disclose
thenm. We were asked to dredge to a depth
of 881 t., but we dredged to a depth of Sdft.
and the people of Albany are quite satisfied
with what was done. The £6,000 on the Es-
timates is for the purpose of grading the ap-
proach to the new jetty. With regard to the
Fremnantle harbour, £40,000 of the £45,000
appearing on the Estimates is for the deep-
ening of the entrance to the harbour to S6ft.
That has been the policy of many Govern-
uuents for years past. The initial stage of
the harbour works was to blast the rock. The
whole of the harbour area has been blasted to
some extent. -The stone must be removed,
and is being removed. A great portion of the
inner hirbour has been dredged to its ulti-
mate depth, and the entrance is now being
worked on similarly. Work at the entrance
must be done during summer; it cannot be
done during the winter because of rough
weather. In addition, there are buoys and
beacons to he put in at a cost of £2,000, and
there is a slipway to be dealt with at Ar-
thur's Head, at a cost of i1,500. Thea
there is the usual provision for interest.

Item, linprovemnents to Harbour-s and
Rivers, £18,000:

Mr. PICKERING: Whilst quite a lot of
money is being spent at Albany, Bunbury,
Fremantle, and Geraldton, this is the only
item which may provide for the Busselton
harbour. Busselton as a port is increasing
in importance from year to year; within a
few years it will be the chief port for the
export of butter, the production of which core-
modity will be greatly increased by the
group settlenments. At present the Busselton
jetty is not adequate for the shipment of
timber.

Thme CHAIR'MAN: Does the Busselton
jetty come under this item?

'Mr. PICKERING: I consider that it
should.

The CHAIRMAN: Perhaps if you allow
the -Minister to tell us what harbours are in-
cluded in this item, it may appear that you
are in order.

Mr. PICKERINGO: If the Busselton jetty
is not included here, I hope the Minister will
give due consideration to the urgent necessity
for widening and improving it.

Ron. W. C. ANGWlN: Last year the FrYe-
mantle Harbour Trust expended £106, l51,and
contributed to Consolidated Revenue £47,210.
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Mr. LAMBIERT: The extent to which the
Government are using the Fremantle harbour
as a taxing machine should he clearly under-
stood. Is it going to be the policy of the
Government to use our harbours generally as
a taxing machine?

The Minister for Works: No.
-Mr. LAMBERT: High harbour dues are

probably keeping back the port of Fremantle.
The CHIRMIAN:- The bon. member 1,s

getting away from the item.
The Minister for Works: On a. point of

order, this itemn has nothing wHatever to do
with the Fremantle harbour.

Mr. LAMBERT: I regard as scandalous
the use of harbours as a taxing machine.

Mr. CHAIRM~AN: I must rdle you out of
order, Mr. Lambert.

Mr. A. THOMSON.- Is it possible to in-
clude in this item the cost of a small break-
water to be put up at Midileton Beach, Al-
bany? At that beach there is no provision
for keeping small boats.

The Minister for Works: I will inquire into
the matter.

Mr. A. THOMSON: I pledge myself to
the Minister that the residents of Mid dleton
Beach will contribute a considerable sum
to-wards the establishment of a boat harbour
there. As regards the expenditure at Frank-
land River, I have no objection to Govern-
ment money being spent there, but would like
to know what tbe Government propose to do.

The Minister for Works: We propose to
spend £135 in removing snags from the river.

Mr. A. THOMSON: I am glad to hear it'Ea that area we have one of the most beauti-
ful spots in 'Western Australia, and the money
will be well spent.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: If the
lion. member will interview the residents of
Middleton Bench wrho want a jetty, and will
collect a substantial proportion of the cost,
II will see whether the work cannot be carried
out.

Vote put and passed.

Vote - 'Water Supply and Sewerage,
£658,750:

Mr. LATHAM (York) [9.471: I am very
much disappointed with this Vote. Out of
the total sum provided, £462,000 is to be spent
on the metropolitan water supply. To that
I have no great objection, but it certainly is
disappointing to find only approximately
£60,000 provided for water supplies in agri-
Cultural areas.

Mr. Munsie: Have another look at the
Estimates.

Mr. LATHAM: It is very disappointing
to the agriculturist.

Mtr. .Munsie: What about the amount else-
where on these Estimates for dams and bor-
ings?

Mr. LATHAkM: I do not see much evidence
of it.

Mr. Munsie: The hon. member has not
looked, so taken up is he with his grumbling
about the metropolitan area.

Mr. LATHAM: I have a right to grumble
when the agricultural areas are not prodided
for.

Mr. Mann: But the greater portion of the
agricultural areas is already served.

M%-r. LATHAM: I aim sorry the hion. mem-
ber 'a knowledge should be so restricted.

Mr. .Munsie: Nearly the whole of the gold-
fieldqs water supply vote is to be spent in the
agricultural areas.

Mr. LATHAM: No, only a portion of it.
I do not want the Government to spend money
providing water where settlers can furnish
their own water supplies, but certainly the
Governmeat should step in where the settlers
cannot do it. Up the Wongan Hills railway,
extending almost to Geraldton, is a vast area
of good country requiring water, All the
Fettlers there should be running 500 sheep to
the 1,000 acres, whereas they have not a single
sheep, because there is no guaranteed water
supply. Nature has deprived this State of
rivers,' but has given her some wonderful
eatchmeut areas. It is the duty of the Gov-
ernment to take advantage of those catch-
meat areas and, if necessary, spend two or
three millions in conserving water. The Pre-
mier has promised North Perth to spend
£3,900,000 on water in the metropolitan area.
I hope he will do it, but I hope also the
people of the metropolitan area will pay for
'it.

Mr. RICHARDSON (Subiaco) [9.52]: 1
am pleased to notice that at last the Govern-
mnt are prepared to spend a few thousand
pounds in the metropolitan area. I am not
against their spending money in the agricul-
tural areas, because those areas must be
assisted with the conservation of -water; but
when I hear Country Party members speak
of the wonderful catchment areas, I some-
times wonder why the farmers do not do
something with those areas for themselves.

Mr, Latham! The granite rocks of the
eatchment areas are all reserved by the Gov-
ernment.

Mr. RICHARDSON:- It would be very easy
to arrange to allow the farmers to use those
granite rocks for themselves. Many Years
ago in South Australia the pioneer farmers
did not have the assistance Of the Government
in the provision of dams and wells.

Mr. Lathami: And the poor devils of farm-
ers went to the wall.

Mr. RICHARDSON: Nonsense, they are
still on the land, and they all have motor cars.
I believe in assisting the agriculturist, but I
am coming to the conclusion that, instead of
helping themselves in the Conservation Of
water, they are waiting for the assistance of
a paternal Government.

Mr. Latham: Like the people of the metro-
politan area.

Mr. RICHARDSON: The people of the
metropolitan area are prepared to pay for
what is done for them.

Mr. Latham: And are not the agriculturists?
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Mr. RICHARDSON: No, the people of the
metropolitan area are paying for many things
provided for the agricultural areas.

Mr. A. Thomson: Prove it.
Mr. RICHARDSON: I do not complain of

money being reasonably spent in the agricul-
tural areas, bat I do complain when Country
Party members declare that nothing should
be spent in tho metropolitan area. During
the past 10 years very little has been spent
in and around the metropolis. Imm ediately
the Government are prepared to find some-
thing for Perth and Fremnantle, members of
the Country Party declare that too much is
being spent in the city and not enough in the
country. We cannot do without population
in the metropolitan area. But for the city
the people of the country would go back to
the primitive age, and live by barter.

The Minister for Works: They understand
barter.

Air. Clydesale: The taxation in the metro-
politant area giv-es them the privileges they
have to-day.

Mr. RICHARDSON: Of course, but they do
not roalise it.

Mr. Clydesdale, They do, but they will not
admit it.

Ron. P. Collier: Why not be broad-
minded! See how silent goldfields members
arc.

Mr. RICHARDSON: The goldfields people
are practically on a par with those in the
metropolitan area. MXany members from the
country are practically drawing money from
the goldfields and metropolitan areas to pay
for the conveniences they enjoy.

Mr. A. Thomson: You will admnit the gold-
fields have produced mare wealth than the
metropolitan area.

Mr. RICHARDSON: And more than the
agricultural areas.

Mr. Clydesdale: And they do not make a
fuss over it.

Mr, RICHARDSON: This question has
been a sore one with metropolitan members.
The Government realised some years ago that
they bad to provide sufficient water supplies
and extend the sewerage system into the
suburbs. I note there is a auin of £5,000 set
down. for the extension of sewerage work.
This has been a sore point with me since I
entered Parliament. I1 am glad something is
to be done in Subiaco. When will the work
he commenced?

Hon. P. Collier: Before March, T can pro-
mise you that.

Mr. RICH ARDSON: I hope so for my ow ii
sake.

Hon. P. Collier: It will be no use after-
wards.

M.%r. RICHARDSON: It will be very useful
afterwards& The suburb is suffering because
of the obsolete system there. The strict at-
tention paid to the suburb by the health auth-
orities is responsible for its being as lkialthy
as it is. I admit the 'Minister has assisted
us to get a new sanitary site, and has ad-
vanced money for the building of a new road
leading to it. I would give him even more

credit if he would say that the sewerage
connections would be commenced immediately.
At any time an epidemic may break out in
Subiaco, and spread throughout the metro-
politan area. Through no fault of our own
we may jeopardise the health of residents
throughout Perth and its suburbs.

Mr. PICKERING (Sussex) [10.5): There
is an item on the Estimates dealing with the
provision of tanks, wells, damns, water sup-
ply, drainage, etc., in agricultural districts
generally. For all the works set down under
this item the inagnificnt sum of £50,000 is
provided. One of the nmost important things
for the Government to consider is the insti-
tution of the key dam system for the relief
of the dry areas. I can find, however, no-
thing under this heading making provision
for this long promised undertaking. The
member for Perth affrms that adequa~e pro-
vision line been made for water supwiies
throughout the eastern areas. I thought he
had a mo-re itimate acquaintance with the
subject than to say that. In normal seasons
around Wyaleatchem and other places in the
vicinity there is a great lack of water. At
Kondinin there is dire necessity for the ex-

penditure of money on water supplies. The
organisatiun to which I belong, and the party
representinig it, has strongly urged upon the
Premier the necessity for making adequate
provision for water sop plies in the agricul-
tural areas, but no mention is made of such
an undertaking on these Estimates. This is
one of the biggest problems facing our agri-
cult ural development, and one of the most
pressing questions of the day. Much of the
country that might with advantage he used
for the running of stock cannot be so used.
Many suggestions have been made, but no-
thing has been done to solve the difficulty.

The Minister for Works: That is your
op inion.

Mr. PICKERING This is borne out by
those who are members of the Country Party,
and those who were members of it. Another
big Iproblem is that of the drainage of the
SoUth-Weqt. Last winter the, drainage that
was done showed what might resnlt from a
proper system. The work of draining that
portion of the South-West between Ludlow
and Quindalop should be taken in hand at
once. Other works are not mentioned that
should be ivcluided under this heading, par-
ticularly the Stirling Estate schenii. The
Minister for Works went carefully into thlis
matter, and prepared an estimate of what he
considered were urgent works to place the
scheine on a proper footing. Under the
conditions of sale to farmers in and around
Capel there is a legal obligation east upon
the authorities to properly drain the area.
It is set forth that the land shall be pro-
perly drained, but this has not been done.
The drainage board in the district was held
to be liable for damages accrung to settlers
because of the improper drainage. The board
had no other course but to resign.
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The Minister for Works: That is ancient
history.

Mr. PICKERING: The matter was brought
under the notice of the Premier and the
Minister for Works at the last South-W-est
conference in Bunbury. The Premier gave a
definite promise that justice would be done to
the settlers.

The Premie-r: And we have done it.
Mr. PICKERING: I have seen no evi-

dence of it. The residents, who paid
high prices for their laud, which is some of
the best in the State, have been quite pre-
pared to mieet a the obligajions east upon
themt provided the drainage is made efficient.
If any private individual had sold land under
thes conditions he would be liable in law
to properly drain it, and to pay the cost of
any damage resulting from defective drain-
age.

The Premier: That was 25 years ago.
Air. PICKERING: The fact flint this has

bee,% going onl so long indicates the pressing
need for dealing with it at once. The Coy-
eranment should do their duty by these people
at once.

The Minister for Works: We are.
Mr. PICKERING: I gave the Minister

credit for preparing an effective scheme. All
he needed was the iiecessary authorisation
and the money to go on with the work.

The Minister for Works:, The Premier could
not give it if he had not got it.

Mr. PICKERING: Tam not protesting against
the provision of a large sum for water supplies
in the metropolitan areas, or of another large
sunm for sewerage in Perth and Freniantle,
but I do protest against the neglect of this
important centre. The excuse put forward by
the Government to defeat the applications for
assistance in this instance was that the people
had no board, and until one was appointed
they could not do anything. I induced the
residents of Capel to formi a board, and one was
recently appointed. The Minister for Works
can now give effect to his promise to these
people. There is something more than a moral
obligation cast upon him to place this board
in a position to carry out its duties. It must
be permitted to collect the rates that are due,
and to meet its obligations in the way of legal
costs that were given against it, owing to
liability for damages due to defective drains.
The people concerned suffiered a good deal
of damage, but many of the witnesses agreed
to forego their witness fees, I understand,
wvhich amounted to about £80. This is one
of the fairest districts in the State. It could
be one of the most beautiful and prosperous
if the Government fulfilled their obligations
to the settlers. Until that area is properly
drained, in accordance with the conditions of
sale, it cannot prosper as well a§ it would
otherwise do.- Throughout the South-West
drainage is the solution of the major prob-
lems. All the good settlements in the South-
West, on the rivers, will be absolutely de-
pendent on the successful carrying out of the
Government drainage scheme now in pro-
gress. It is no use deferring these things.
Last season the position of the groups was

one of isolation, owing to the flooded condi-
tion of the roads. I hope the Government
will make a definite pronouncement on this
subject.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon. W.
S. George-Mu rray-Wellington) [10.181:
The drainage scheme has been giving tile de-
partment trouble for many years. It is now
in a form which I hope will enable usprs
ently to submit definite proposals. With re-
gard to key dams and water supplies in
agricultulral areas, it is easy for members to.
say here that the work can be carried out
without difficulty; but the Government have
to see that the money is properly expended.
These Estimates provide £100,000 for key
dams and water supplies in agricultural areas.
The M1inister for Agriculture and I have for
the last few weeks been awaiting anl opportu-
nity to rnect in consultntion in order to carry
out the Premier's wishes onl this subject. As
soon as a scheme has been formulaqted, we shall
inspect the places where it is considered
key dams would be valuable, As regards the
amount of £E60,000 for goildfields water sup'
ply, a considerable proportion of it will be
devoted to supplying agricultural areas. The
same remark applies to another amount of
£50,000 allotted to water supplies. Moreover,
I have it from the Premier that if, on getting
into this business, the Minister for Agricul-
ture and I find that more cosh is required,
'we shall be enabled to make a start on our
work this year, and that further funds will
he provided on next year's Estimates. The
member for Subinco asked when the Subiaco
sewerage scheme woold start. A mnember op-
posite said, ''Certainly by March." I hope
that will prove to be the case.

Mr. Mulnsie: I say it is a certainty.
The MNITNISTER FOR WORKS: Hion.

members know too much of the work required
about the State to make it necessary for me
to tell them that it is impracticable to give
details of every duty carried out by the
officials of the Works Department. We are
doing everything possible. It is useless for
members to insist on this and that being
done, when the cash is not available. All the
cash the Premier can provide for me, he dos
provide. But I am not able to supply a dam
in the backyard of every man who should help
himself. If I were to carry out every scheme
of supply wanted from the goldfields pipe,
we could not put the necessary water through
the pipe. The pipe is now carrying as much
water as it safely can. The cause of a great
deal of delay is the depletion of staff neces-
sitated by the economies of recent years. We
are adding to our staff as rapidly as we can
get hold of men who can be trusted to carry
work through. But it suits some members
to come here and kick up a row because we are
onl the eve of a general election.

[Mir. Stubbs resumed the Chair.]
Mir. HARRISON (Avon) [10,221]: Metro,-

politanl members have said that the metro-
politan people are willing to pay, and do pay,
but that the country people do not pay.
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The Premier. I have not iaid that.
Mr. HARRISON: No; but it has been

said more than once to-night. Why are these
matters. on the Lean Estimates if they are
not to be met in the usual way by taxation?
The country people are meeting their obliga-
tions, just as the city people are doing. Com-
parisons between the two are invidious. The
Minister baa talked about economy. Is it
economy for farmers and the -railways to lie
carting water-the railways hundreds of milecs,
and thle individual farmer tens of miles?
In many cases the farmer is carting water
three days a week for his horses. Yet tilc men
outback contend that there are rock catch-
ments where d small expenditure of money
would provide a water supply. Annually a
large amount of feed is lost because the hold-
ings cannot carry sufficient stock. Are we to
go on losing this annual wealth for the sake
of the necessary capital outlay on water sup-
pies? The Loan Estimates do not supply
money for investigation, let alone 6onstruc-
tion of the water supplies to which
I have referred. Where are the amounts
provided for the. agricultural aistriets
going to? The goldfields water sup.
ply, is the greatest supplier. But in that
connection these Estimates refer to Mahogany
Creek, Glen Forrest, Darlington water sup-
plies, 4'otndgin South extension, oec

Mr. Munsie: And all the rest of the places
mentioned are agricultural. Yet the item is3
headed "G0oldfields" The goldfields get
nothing under it.

.Mr. HTARRISON: The main improvements
refer to reticulating Northam, York, and Bev-
erley. The outlying country districts are not
mentionedl. Thle Government should make
surveys with regard to local water supplies in
those districts, and find out what can be done.

The Premier: Surveys have already been
made.

.Mr. HARRISON:. Then what is the posi-
tion to-day?

Mr. Mann: We are satisfied that the
farmers individually are doing the best for
themselves.

Mr. HARRISON:% The individual farmer
cannot help himself any further, because he
is already tied up with the Agricultural Bank.
If the hank would hell) him further, they
would also he increasing the value of their
own asset. If the farmer is enabled to in-
crease the stocking capacity of his holding,
he will be placed in a much better position to
meet his obligations, and the State will bene-
fit economically.

Mr. Hughes:- Why don't you pay reason-
able railway freights? Then you can have all
these other things.

Mr. HARRISON: I have previously
quoted here the figures given by Mr. Love-
kin after travelling over the area to which I1
refer.

The Minister for Agriculture: He is a
most erratic man.

Mr. HEARRISON:\ He published the
figures in his newspaper. 'He said that for
the n-ant of three things we were losing half-

a-million per annum, the three things being
water supply, fencing, andI stock. Unless the
farmers can carry stock, they cannot secure
full returns nor can they continue to grow
cereals, because they cannot fallow their hold-
ings.

The PREIER- (Hon. Sir Jamnes Mitchell
-- Northam) [ 10.32]: The amount placed on
the Loan Estimates will be sufficient for pro-
viding water supplies that can be carried oat
this year. It is anticipated that a consider-
able amount of the money already authorised
w-ill be carried over for this year. Whatever
money is needed for this work will be pro-
vided. It is all nonsease for the member for
Avon ('Mr. Harrison) to talk as ho has done.
Time farmers can be expected so provide water
from the funds supplied by the Agricultural
Rank for the sinkling- of dams. In most in-

stances wThen the railn-ays carted water, big
dams were already provided] but they were
not filled by the rain.

Mr. A. Thomson: Is it not a fact that the
land will not hold the water?

The PREMIER: That is not so. The
dams are holding this year although some of
them were empty last year. If the rain does
not fall in sufficient quantities, it cannot be
expected that the dams will be filled. It is
realised that the season was unsatisfactory,
but there will not be the same trouble this
year as there was last year. It is true that a
few dams did not hold, and investigations
have been made in that regard. Key dams
will be constructed end water reserves pro-
vided for the farmers who can obtain
sufficient money from the Agricultural Bank
to enable them to construct dams. The Sat-
aiming district is wecll watered and dams of
considerable size are provided there. The
only place where they have not good holding
ground is at Totadgin, and pipes are being
run out now.

'Mr. Pickering: There are somne bad catch-
ment areas.

MI-r. Harrison: I am afraid the Premier's
statement is not altqgether correct.

The PREMIER: I dop not know what the
member for Avon e~pets. If we could run
pipe lines out from the goldfields water
scheme we would overcome the difficulty. The
cost to the farmers would be tremendous, par-
ticularly as the small iron pipes used for such
services do not last for any considerable time.
That adds to the cost. If we have to provide
a sinking fund of from six to eight per cent.
because of the pipes, it will mean that the
water will be altogether too dear, and the
farmers will not be able to bear the cost. If
we produced cement pipes which would last
for about 40 years, we could charge a sinkiag
fund of one-half per cent. and the position
would he entirely changed, but unfortunately
we cannot dto thiat. We have run out these
small pipe lines where it is possible to do so.
I am not foolish enough to say that the filrm-
ers can pay any cost whatever for a water
supply; they cannot do so. There are a few
places where good holding ground has not been
obtained and where we can, we are making
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use of the Kalgoorlie pipe line. It is a ques-
tion of what the farmers can pay. I fully
realise that grass that is not eaten is wasted.
[ know that the lack of fencing in the hack
country is responsible for two million fewer
sheep being run than should be the case. The
Government provide mnoney for the conserva-
tion of water, plus the provision of key dams.
At Wyalcatchem investigations were made
and the work carried out there has proved
successful. The sa-me thing applies to Kun-
unoppin. I do not believe in levying excessive
charges for water, since I am not fool enough
to imagine that the farmers can pay them.
As a national work -we arc cstablishing re-
serve supplies where necessary. Reference
was made to the drainage of the Stirling Es-
tate. We have already spent thousands of
pounds more on that work that we have re-
ceived from the estate. The drainage has to
be completed, however, and the 'Minister in
charge of that work is determined that the
nest step taken will complete the job. :In-
vestigations are being made, for the Minister
considers the outflow is not satisfactory and
that this can be dealt with in .1nother way.

Mr. Hickinott: Now is the time to sink
tire dams so that the water will fill them next
winter.

The PRBMIFJB: That is so. The Minis-
ter for Works has the matter in hand and
money will be made available for the pur-
pose.

Mr. MONSITI (flannans) [1.8:Some
time ago the Government made a con-
cession to the goldfields people through
the Water Supply Department, of ap-
proximately £40,000 in order to supply the
mnines with cheap water

The Premier: That comes wider Item 52.
Mr. MUNSIE: At the same time the Gov-

ernment promised] the people of Kalgoorlie
and Boulder that as from the 1st July this
year meter rents would be abolished. Recently
I have had complaints that the Water Supply
Department is still collecting the meter rents.
I made inquiries from the Minister for Mines,
who told me the meter rents were being col-
lected, but that if certain items on the Loan
Estimates went through, the people who had
paid meter rents would get a rebate on their
excess water bills. The Governor's Speech
explained that £75,000 had been saved by the
remission of sinking fund charges on the
goldfields water supply. Since then the Gov-
ernment announced that in consequence of
that saving they could reduce the price of
water for mining to the extent of £45,000.
Now I am told they do not intend to forfeit
one penny of that £75,000, that the £45,000
is to come out of loan fund. If that be true,
the Lpeople ought to know it.

The Premier: I have told you that that
is the position.

M4r. MEINSIE: Very w-ell. This heading
"Goldflelds Water Supply'' would lead one

to believe that the Government are spending
£60,000 on the goldfields water supply. As
a matter of fact, with the exception of three

small items for expenditure in the metropoli-
tan area, the whole of the vote is to be spent
in the agricultural areas.

The Premier: The goldfields water supply
is not for the goldfields alone, but supplies
a great ninny agricultural towns.

Mr. MUNSIE: Well, why not put it under
"Agriculture''?

The Premuier: What does it matter?
Mr. MIJNSIE:- In its present form it is

misleading, for not a penny of it is to be
spout on the goldfields. The next Vote is
'"Agricultural Development, £1,958,000.'' Yet
the Country Party members are squealing.

Mr. A. Thomson: One is entitled to squeal
if he thinks be is not getting a fair deal.

Mr. MUTNSIE:. We on this side have never
had a fair deal, because for the last 12
years everything has been spent on the agri-
cultaral areas. The Labour Government spent
even more money in the agricultural arenas
than have the present Government, notwith-
standing which the ungrateful agriculturists
put us3 out of office.

1Mr. TLAMBERT: I should like to know
from the Minister what this £60,000 means.

The CHA4IRMAN:- You can ask that
when we come to the item. Just now the dis-
cussiLon is general. You cannot, when partici-
pating in the general discussion, ask for in-
formation under an item.

Mr. A. THOMSON (Katanning) (10.44]:
The Minister for Works, speaking on agri-
cultural water supplies, said he could not put
sufficient water through the Coolgardie pipes
to supply the requirements of the farming
areas.

The Minister for Works: We would re-
quire about 20,000,000 gallons per day. The
pipes could not carry it.

Mr. A. THOMSON: The Government
shoulId be keenly alive to the importance of
puttinig in key dams. The organisation I re-
present has been waited on by settlers in the
dry areas during the past 12 months, The mem-
ber for Avon said farmers were carting water
for three days in the week. The Premier has
told us that the Agricultural Bank provides
money for farmers to construct damns, but the
people who attended the deputations said there
was niot sufficient rainfall to enable them to
catch water on their farms. This shows the
necessity for constructing key dams.

The Minister for Works: You would not
gel any more rainfall if key dams were pro-
vided.

Mir. A. THOMSON: The Premier said all
-the damis were full, so that the department

now know where water can be caught and
conserved. If we are going to keep the farm-
ers on the dry areas, we must provide efficient
water supplies. It is an economic waste that
farmers should have to devote three days a
week to carting water to keep their stock
alive. I say nothing against the metropolitan
area, but for sewerage and water supply
£512,00 is provided out of a total of
£658,7132, leaving £146,750 to he spent in the
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North-West, in country towns, and for drain-
age. The member for Hannans (Mr. Munsie)
said the country supplies should be charged
to the agricultural rote. They should be
charged to country towns. The Loan Esti-
mates show that water supplies to the extent
of £33,000 are being provided at Bridgetown,
Brookton, Collie, Carnarvon, Geraldton, Mar-
rogin, Wagin, Brunswick, Piajarra, Manji-
mop, and other places. I point out for the
information of metropolitan metibers that the
country towns accept the same responsibility
as does thle metropolitan area. In Hatanning
we have a water supply under a local water
beard, which is exactly what I have advocated
for the metropolitan area. We are providing
interest and sinking fond-

Mr. Hughes:. Are not we?
Mr. A. THOMSON: Yes, but the people of

the metropolitan area have not control of
their supply. They themselves should admin-
ister it. In view of the statement of the Min-
ister for Works that the goldfields pipe will
not carry the water necessary to supply the
farming areas, it is urgently necessary that
key dams be provided immediately, especially
as the people are prepared to pay for them.

Mr. LAMBERT: On the general discussion
I should like to point out-

The CHAIRMAN: I cannot allow you to
speak twice.

Mr. LAMBERT: I have not yet spoken.
When I attempted to speak a few minutes
ago I was ruled out.

The CHAIRMAN: You had a chance to
speak, and you spoke for several minutes.

Mr. LAMBERET: But you asked me to
speak on an item.

The CHAIRMAN: If a member speaks
eon anl item during the general discussion,
and thea claims the right to speak again,
I rule that he cannot speak a second time.
We must observe the rules of debate.

Item, Musrchison and Peak Hill gold fields,
£360:

'Mr. CRESSON: This amount is provided
for comple ting the Gnows' Nest water supply,
water supply to new find at Juniga, and for
purchase of meters and general investiga-
tions for water supplies in the Meekatharra
district. Some of the pipes in the Cue-Day
Dawn scheme are in a had state of repair,
and there is talk of cutting out the reticula-
tion at Day Dawn. That would be a had
advertisement for the place. The superin-
tendent, a very good man, has a district
running from Onows' Nest right up to Peak
Hill. He has no way of getting about, but
he is a good man and ought to have these
requirements.

The Minister for Works: You admit we
ought to try to make the place meet ex-
penses?

Mr. CHESSON: It is a bad advertisement
to cut out the reticulation at Day Dawn,
which now has a chance of looking up. Water
will be required for boilers and possibly for

a battery. I know some of the pipes are in
a bad state, hut the estimated expenditure is
altogether inadequate.

The Minister for Works : How many
people are there at Day Dawn?

Mr. CRESSON: About 150.

Item-Other Goldfields, £250:

Mr. CORBOY: When the Premier visited
Southern Cross he received a deputation on
the question of water supplies and promised
that the matter would receive urgent consid-
eration. I refer to the extension of the water
service to Burbidgo. There were about 30
men working there, but I understand this
number will shortly be increased to 80. The
secretary of the Burbidge Progress Associa-
tion has written to me to state that since the
Premier'Is v-isit nothing has been done and
the tanks are almost empty. The Government
dam known as "the white elephant" has
never had] any water in it. The only water
the people have had is from a few tanks,
which are nearly dry. The position is serious.
The prospects of the district are grind, and
the syndicate that has bought the principal
mine has spent thousands of pounds in the
installation of new machinery for the treat-
ment of the low-grade ore. A large staff of
inan is employed but, unless some action is
taken to give a. water supply immediately, the
show will have to close down for the summer.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I can un-
derstand the lion, member's friends at Bur-
bidge thinking that nothing has bean dlone.
The matter, however, has been gone into care-
fully. The report I have from the engineer
in charge of the scheme is that in 1912 he
went into the proposition of a water supply
at Burbidge.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! There is too
much. conversation in the Chamber, and there
bave been too many interjections to-night.
These are contrary to Standing Orders. In-
terjections of the kind that are helpful to
the speaker cannot be objected to, but to-
night memhers have gone beyond all bounds
and famn going to stop it. Interjections not
relevant to the qnestion will be dealt with
severely. We have had enough of them. I
warn every member to that effect, including
the member for Sussex (Mr. Pickering).

Mr. Pickering: Why particularise me, Mr.
Chbairman V

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member con-
tinned a ecenversation while other members
were speaking. I could hear every word he
said from the Chair.

Mr. Piekering: I dleny it. It is a direct
set on me.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member can
say that if he likes, but it is not. I again
wvarn the member for Sussex.

Mr. Pickering: I will appeal to the
Spesker.

The MINTISTER FOR WORKS: Mr-
O'Brien has been connected with water sup-
plies for many years. His report on Bur-
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bidge applies particularly to the conditions
to-day. The mine there is low grade. The
ore is such that unless the people working it
can use the salt water on their property it
will be outside the realms of economic pro-
duction to carry on, The cost of drawing
the water from the goldfields main, if suffi-
cient was used, would swallow up any profit
that might be mnade from the production of
gold. Mr. 0 'Brian states the only way to
supply Burbidge is to do so direct from the
S0in. main, a distance of J8%4 miles. This
would cost from £37,000 to £42,000. To pro-
vide for maintenance andi sinking fund on
that particular pipe line would absorb about
10 per cent, of either of these sums, which
would mean anything from £3,700 to £4,000
per annum as a charge upon the mine. None
of the mines in the district is in a position to
pay a sum of money like that. With regard
to the -Marvel Loch line I inquired whether
with an extension a good many people
at Burbidge could not be given a water
supply. The reply I received was that
the qnantity of water deliverable through
the pipe which could be placed there
would be of little value to the mines,
though certainly of value for a, domes-
tic supply and for boilers, but that in any
case the expense would be so high that the
people could not pay it. Further, I was
told that the prospects of Burbidge must be
brighter than they were at present before
the engineer could advise the Government to
undertake even the smaller scheme.

Mr. Corhoy: A further reply was expected
from the Premier as regards the deputation.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I cannot
say any more.

MrT. COEBOY: I realise the Minister's
difficulties regarding expansion. The pros-
pects of the mine have altered materially
during the past I8 months. Without any re-
flection being cast on the previous owners, it
may be said they did not handle the mine as
a compjetent mining engineer would have
handled it. They were prospectors trying to
deal with a very big show which could be
satisfactorily managed only by a company
with fully qualified mining engineers. That
defect has been supplied. The present mana-
ger has undoubted qualifications and is hand-
ling the mine much better than it has ever
been handled before. The company hare in-
stalled a thoroughly up-to-date plant, which
will yield the highest return that can pos-
sibly be got. The salt water obtainable
locally would be suitable for most mining
purposes, apart from boilers. However, the
diffieulty as regards domnestic and boiler water
has still to be overcome. I. suggest that the
Minister should consult with his engineer re-
gardiug the shorter scheme from Marvel
Lock- If tbc departmental officers went into
the question with the mine management, it
would probably be found that a supply for
domestic and boiler purposes could be ob-
tained from Marvel Loch economically.

The 'Minister for 'Works: I will go into the
question.

Item - Metropoitan Wa~ter Sup PIp,
1462,000:

MrNI. HUGHES: I hope we shall not this
year have a shortage of water in the North
Perth area similar to thitt experienced last
year.

The Minister for Works: I cannot give
such an assurance.

Mr. HUGHES: For the information of
residents of that area, the MIinister might
indicate what has been done. As regards the
purchase and installation of meters, I asked
the Minister earlier in the session why it was
necessary to import meters from abroad, when
we can manufacture then] here. The reply
I received was that the alloy locally used
was not suitable, but that experiments were
in progress. What has been the result of
those experiments? Tradesmen interested in
meter manufacture say that the new and
cheaper type of meter being used, ''The
Lambert," whbile admittedly much cheaper in
the original purchase, is likely to prove very
costly as regards repairs, so that in the tong
run it will be decidedly a more expensive
article than the locally manufactured meter.
To those of our tradesmen who have been
employed in the manufacture of meters the
question is serious. I am assured that' the
Lambert meter has not had an extensive trial
in any city.

The Minister for Works: That is wrong.

M.%r. HUGHES: Meter making is an in-
dustry worth preserving here if possible. My
personal view is that we should, if necessary,
pay a little more for the local article.

Capt. CARTER: I would like the Minister
to give whatever information is available at
the moment regarding the position of resi-
dents in the extreme northern parts of my
electorate, the Church Lands area and Mt.
Hawthorn, and also the upper North Perth
area, these people unfortunately not being
connected with the water supply. I have
already raised this clatter with the Minister
by correspondence and in this Chamber, and
know that it has been uinder consideration.
These people are living beyond the limits of
the water mnains, and of course there are cer-
tain difficulties as regards extending the
mains to them. The position is extreme; to-
day there are families forced to cart water
to their premises, not having an artificial
supply from wells and windmills. They are
frequently dependent Onl their neighbours,
who in many eases are not near neighbours.

Mr. 'MUNSIE: Ii would not have spoken
on this item had it not benen for the repeated
references to the method by which the Gov-
ernment are doing their work, references to
the question of contract versus day labour.
T nam pleased that I accepted the Minister's
invitation last week to visit the three extens-
sive construction works being undertaken in
connection with the metropolitan water sup-
ply. I refer to the reservoirs at Melvile
Park, Mt. Ha-wthorn, and Mit. Eliza. Two of
these jobs are being done by day labour,
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and the other by contract. I observed, as
much as I could, all the conditions on the
three jobs, and made special inquiries from
the foremen and from the engineers, includ-
ing Mr. Lawson, regarding the operations.
T predict that the two day-labour jobs will
be completed up to time, and within the esti-
mates of cost for the undertakiags; I am
convinced the contract job will not be com-
pleted for at least six months after the stipu-
lated time, and I. doubt very much whether
it can be completed at the contract price.

'Mr. A. Thomson: Why not? There is the
contract!

Mr. MUNSIE:- That has nothing to do
with it. I know that under such contracts
it is possible to get extras and so forth which
bring up the price before the work is corn-

-plcted. lIt is from such extras that coatrac-
ers mnake their money.

Mr. A. Thomson: You have not had much
experience!

Mr. MIJNSIE'- Contractors have their
"perks.''

Air. Chesson: And they make money on
what they do not do.

Mr. A. Thomson:- It does not say much
for the omfcers who supervise the work.

Mr. MUNSLE: Nor does it say much for
the contract system. T hope that tho predic-
tion of the minister that there wvill be water
in the two day-labour reservoirs by the end
of the month wvill be realised. My house at
North Perth is by no means on the highest
level although the elevation is high, but on
two occasions recently I was not able to
secure any water. We are, aware that during
the hot spell some people use more than their
fair share. In view of what the Minister told
us, that the actual draw of water averaged
100 gallons for every man, woman and child
on the dlay when the maximum consumption
was recorded, it clearly shows that someone
must be wasting water.

Member: There are gardens and lawns to
bo, watered.

Mr, MUNSIE: I recognise that the Min-
ister is uip against a difficulty in coping with
the demand for waler during a hot spell. This
is largely because of the many miles of small
mains, which, on account of the large increase
in the nunmber of houses in the metropolitan
area, cannot maintain a flow of water when
people are drawing upon the supply in the
lower levels. The Melville Park reservoir
will greatly assist the people of Frenmantle,
but the benefit to be derived from the Mt.
Hawthorn reservoir will be appreciated by
the people of North Perth in particular. I
appreciate the work being done and I con-
gratulate the 'Minister and his engineers, and
particularly the workmen who are doing such
good work on the day-labour system.

Capt. CARTER: The member for Hannans
has reminded me of another point I wish to
put before the Minister before he replies.
I understand it is proposed to replace the

present small mains by Sin, mains. I would
like to know when the department proposes
to go on with this work. I regret that as
I missed the motor car at Parliament House,
1 wras unable to accompany the Minister on
the Parliamentary tour to the several reser-
voirs. However, I have visited the works on
two or three occasions, and I have personally
congratulated the Minister and his staff on
the work being carried out. With the mem-
ber for Rannans, I believe regarding the
Mt. Hawthorn reservoir, concerning which
I am more particularly interested, the hopes
of the Minister will be realised and that there
will be water in the reservoir by the end of
next month. Not only will the people in the
northern areas benefit from the increased sup-
ply drawn from that reservoir, but also they
will benefit by the installation of larger mains.

Mr. Richardson: They will get clearer water
too.

Capt. CARTER: I am advising my con-
stituents; to be patient and to give the Min-
ister a chance to carry out his proposals.

The Minister for Works: You ask them
to use the water decently and there will be
no shortage.

Capt. CARTER: As to the people using
it decently, I will not defend the way the
water has been used in some instances. There
has been a crying waste an 'd if this sort of
thing goes on, it must mean a water short-
age. The people living at the north end of
Fitzgerald-street, right across the Mt. Law-
Icy area and on to the district repre-
sented by the mnember for East Perth, have
suffered from a shortage of water because of
the extortionate demands made on the mains,
In other cities in Australia a similar diffi-
culty has been experienced, and it is strange
indeed that our system has been able to stand
uip to the excessive demands as it has done.
When we consider the heroic efforts made by
the staff to overcome present difficulties, we
must agree that the Minister and his depart-
mental officers have done well in maintain-
ing a supply. I believe the Minister's pre-
diction that water will be available by the
end Of next month from two of the reservoirs,
will be justified, and I trust this will mean
an important improvement in the water sup-
plies for the summer months.

Mr. A. THOMSON: I move-

That progrpess be reported and leave
asked to sit again.

IMotion put and'a division taken, with the
following result: -

Ayes
Noes

Majority against

Arts.
Mr. Cunningham 1
Mr. Pickerin

- - 29

-- 26

dr. A. Thomson
(Teller.)
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NOES.
Mr. Angelo Air. Lultey
Mr. Angwin Mr. H.K. Mlaley
Mr. Carter Mr. Mann
Mr. Chesson *Mr. Marshall
Mr. Corber I Sir James Mitchell
Mrs. Cowan Mr. Munaie
Mr. Denton Mr. Richardson
Mr. flurack Mr. Sapson
Mr. George IMr. J. H. Smith
Mr. Gibson Mr. Teesdale
Mr. Harrison Mr. J. Thomson
Mr. Hickmott Mr. Underwood
Mr. Hughes Mr. Willoock
M r. Lamnbert Mr. Mullatey
Mr. Latham (rethor.)

Motion thus negatived.
Mr. A. THOMSON: Since we are dealing

with Loan Estimates aggregating five mil-
lions, I regret that greater opportunity is
Dot being given for a discussion of these
questions. I am pleased that those in the
metropolitan area who have been suffering
great disabilities for want of water are Dow
within measurable distance of getting a sup-
ply-

Mr. MHunsie: They cannot get it until big-
ger pipes are installed.

Mr. A. THOMSON: I am whole-heartedly
with, the proposed expenditure. There are
principles at sta ke.

The Minister for Works: You have no
principles.

Mr. A. THOMSON: We are all entitled
to voice our opinions on the expenditure of
so large a sum as five millions.

The CHAIRMAN: You had your chance
on thle general discussion. I am not going to
allow you to discuss the aggregate amount of
money comprised in the Estimates. We are
dealing now with the metropolitan water sup-
ply-.

Mr. A. THOMSON: We are dealing with
the expenditure of f462,000. If that is not
an extraordinary amount of money--

The CHAIRMAN: You should have dealt
with that question at the proper time. I
am not going to allow you to discuss aggre-
gate sums now.

Mr. A. THOMSON: I am going to dis-
cuss it.

Mr. Mann: You are defying the Chair!
Mr. A. TH4OMSON: I am not. I will

thank the hon. member to look after his own
business.

The CHAIRMAN: I will tell you what
you can discuss. You are not to tell me what
you are going to discuss.

Mr. A. THOMSON: I am dealing with
the question of the metropolitan water sup-
ply. I have been here long enough to know
my position, and what I an or cannot do.

The CHAIRMAN: . You are not going to
enter into any general diseussion. Kindly
confine yourself to the metropolitan water
Supply, and do not discuss, the principle of
how much money is to be expended.

Mr. A. THOMSON: I am going to discuss
metropolitan water supply. With all due re-

spect to you, I am in order. It will be time
for you to attack me in the manner you have
dlone when I amt out of order.

Thle CHAIRMAN': Resume your seat! You
have accused me of attacking you. Unless
you withdraw that remark, I will have to re-
port you to the Speaker.

Mr. A. THOMSON: According to the
rules of the House, I have to withdraw.

The CHAIRMAN: Andi don't you re-
peat it.

Mr. A. THOMSON: Then you give me a
fair deal.

The CHAIRMIAN: That is enough!I I will
report this to the Speaker. I am not going
to allow it. Kindly resume your seat. I will
give you one more opportunity to discuss this
Vote, Dlon 't you say what you have already
said about me, or I will have to take further
steps. I do not want to quarrel with you,
21rI. Thomson, but neither you nor any other
member can accuse me of attacking you and
of not giving you a fair deal. I am surprised
at you, Mr. Thomson. You should be the last
in the world to say it. Don't say it again, or
you will not have another opportunity.

Mr. A. THOMSON: I am now dealing
with the metropolitan water supply, involv-
ing a huge expenditure of public money. The
member for Hannans (Mr. Mfunsic) said there
was a principle involved; that the reservoir
being constructed by day labour would be
constructed very much more cheaply, and
within the estimate.

.Mr. Munsie: T did not say ' anything of
the kind.

Mr. A. THOMSON: But I wrote it down!
Mr. Mansie: Then you wrote it down in-

correctly.
The Minister for Works: He said he be-

lieved they would be completed below the
estim ate.

Mr. Mfunsie: I believe they will.
Mr. A. THOMSON: That is where we

differ. When an estimate is submitted by the
department it is quite easy to finish off the
job for less than the estimate. There is no
check. When a contractor submits a tender
he is bound to complete his contract, no mat-
ter how much he loses on it.

Mr. Munsie: And what does the contractor
get for extrasI

Mr. A. THOMSON: If the hon. member
had had any experience of public works ten-
dering, he would know that a schedule must
be submitted on the basis of the tender. I1
have had experience of the Works Department
cutting out of a contract items that would
have paid me, and of their afterwards doing
the work departmentally, though insisting
upon me carrying out the balance of the job
at a price which they knew would involve me
in loss.

The Minister for Works: Contractors want
a lot of protection!l

Mr. Munsie: Wilkie Bros. made more money
out of "perks'' than out of the eontract for
the construction of the Southern Cross-
Kalgoorlie railway.
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The CHAIRMAN: Wilkie Bros'. '"perks''
are not under consideration.

MrA. A. THOMSON: They made their
Taoae~' not out of extras but out of railway
freights and fares.

Mr. 'Muasie: And extras, too.
The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member must

deal with the matter before the Chair.
Mr. A. THOMSON: I regret that the Gov-

ernment have seen fit to construct two large
reservoirs in the metropolitan area without
calling for tenders and thus getting a check
upon the estimates of the department.

Mr. Muasie: How much below the estimate
of the Works Department was the present
contract price?

Mr. A. THOMSON: I assume it must have
been lower, otherwise the work would have
ben done departmentally.

Mr. Munsic: I do not think so.
Mr. A. THOMSON: If tenders were called

for the construction of a reservoir the price
would be lower than that at which the de-
partment could do it by day labour. If the
department acipted from a private contrac-
tor a tender at a higher figure than that at
which the department considered the work
could be done by day labour, they would be
negligent in their duty. Mly opposition
is not factious. I1 am insisting upon my
right to discuss these matters and I regret
that any heat should have been occasioned.
I am merely endeavouring to do my duty to
my constituents as you, Mr. Chairman, are
endeavowing to carry out your duty to the
Committee. We are dealing with important
items involving thc expenditure of millions of
money, and members should hare proper time
to consider them.

Mr. PICKERING: The item ''Metropoli-
tan Water Supply'' contains provision for
the following:-

Completion of 24ia. main, Cotteeloe to
Fremantle; Osborne Park No. 3 reservoir
and filtration plant; Melville No. 1 reser-
voir and rising mains, etc.; Mt. Eliza
No. 4 reservoir and S0in, main to Clare-
mont; Applecross water supply, enlarge-
ments, extensions, and improvements to
mains as required; land resumption, hills
water supply; surveys and service connec-
tions; commencement of first section of
permanent hills scheme, including Church-
man's Brook dam and piipe line to Perth.

Mr. Carboy: On a point of order, is the
lioa member permitted to read his speech?

'.%r. PICKERING: I am merely quoting
items set out in the Estimates. The Chair-
ma,: is quite capable of maintaining order.
The items quoted are covered by the large
sum of £462,000. We have had no statement
from the Minister as to how lie proposes to
proceed with the work.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: He invited you to go
and see the work for yourself. I do not
know what more you want.

Mr. PICKERING: Quite so, but I ait in
order in asking for information as to the
methods by, which the Minister proposes to
carry out the works.

Mr. Munsie: Nearly all of them are com-
pleted.

Mr. PICKERING: Some have yet to be

Vr.Munie:The contract one is a long

wvay behind. The day labour joos are almost
finished.

Mr. PICKERING: The muember for Ran-
mans argued that the day labour job would be
completed for less than the contract job. 1
have had a good deal of experience of day
labour work-

The Minister for Agriculture: What ex-
perience have you had?

Mr. PICKERING: Is the Minister entitled
to interject?

The Minister for Agriculture: It is quite
a pertinent interjection.

Mr. PICKERING: Through my profession
I have had considerable experience of work
in the departments of both New South Wales
and this State, and my general experience
has been that contract work is cheaper than
work done by day labour. The Government
has stood for the principle of contract in pref-
erence to day labour. Yet these large works
arc being proceeded with under day labour
instead of contract. The principle of day
labour involves no just approximation of the
value of work. There are no extras on day
work because payment is made for the work
as it is done. No matter what may arise dur-
ing the course of construction, no record is
kept of any- divergence nor is any-

The Minister for Works: That may be so

On your jobs but it is not so elsewhere. No
one else would be such an ass.

The CHAIRMAN: Order!
Mr. PICKERING: I arn accustomed to

the Minister's interjection
The Minister for Works: I shall withdraw

''the ass-''
The CHAIRMAN: The Minister must keep

order.
Air. PICKERING: The system of Govern-

ment work by dlay labour is not in the best
interests of the State. The supervision is not
as keen under that principle as it is under the
contract system, for the Government are sup-
ervising their own work. It has been said
that work done by contract is not as good
as that done by day labour, but in my opinion
the best work is carried out by contract.

The CHAIRMAN: There has been a good
deal of discussion on the question of contract
versus day labour. I desire to give every
member an opportunity of speaking his mind,
but I cannot allow any further discussion on
this question to-night.

Mr. PICKERING: I have not been able
to proceed with my remarks.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member said
a good deal about it.,Mr. Angelo: He ha not told us much.

Mr, PICKERING: We have no informa-
tion to indicate by what method the Miinister
proposes to carry out the various works en-
umerated in these items. We should know
whether works which have been completed n-
der the day labour system were carried out
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within the estimated cost, and what has been
the result of work done by contract.

The CHAIRMAN: This subject cannot any
longer be discussed.

Mr. PICKERING: I hope the Minister
will answer my query.

The MI1NISTER FOR WORKS: The
reason why the Mft. Hawthorn and Melville
Park reservoirs were built by day labour
was that we wVere- satisfied that if contracts
were let the work would not he done in time.
Mcembers who accompanied] the party last
week could see for themselves what bad been
done by the department and what had been
(lone by the contractor. The question of imi-
ported meters has been referred to. Some
six and a-half years ago the State Inmplement
Works were given an order for 4,000 of these,
but they have not yet deliverco half the order
because the alloys they had to use were found
unsuitable. The same trouble has arisen with
mieters made by other manufacturers in West-
ern Australia. With regard to water supply,
if the people of Perth used the water fairly
there would be no trouble about giving them
a, good supply. If, however, they abuse it, I
doubt whether we shall be able to give them
a full supply even with the addition of the
new reservoirs. Next week there will be two
prosecutions of persons who have deliberately
allowed their taps to run day and night. This
sort of thing is going on in various parts of
the nietro~olitan area. The citizeins of Perth
should give us information so that we can
deal n-ith the scoundrels who are wvasting the
water. People are taking from 13 A to 14
million gallons a day, which means that for
every man, woman and child in the metro-
polian area 120 gallons of water per day are
consumed. Nothing we can do can keep pace
with a deniand of that sort unless it is
checked. I have withheld instructions to placerestrictions on the use of mechanical sprink-
lers, but if this scandalous use of water,
which is so unwarranted and might be called
so mnalicious, is not stopped, we shall have to
restrict the use of mechanical sprinklers.

Mr. Johnston: But the people have to pay
for their water.

The MITNISTER FOR WORKS: That is
not the whole thiag, What if this extrava-
gance prevents other people from getting
water either to drink or to bath in? If
people draw water indiscriminately, as they
did last year and as they are doing again
this year, they must suffer since they cannot
be supplied by any other than the pre-
sent means. If we had reservoirs ten
times the size of those in existence, there
would still be the same shortage for people
on the higher level if those on the lower
levels allowed the water to run to waste.
We have taken up all the small mains where
wve can and replaced them with larger mains.
We have many miles of small pipes of %in.,
13Ain., and I 14in. So far as we can, we have
put down Sin, aid 4in. cast-iron pipes to re-
place the smaller mains. We have put in miles
of 24 -in. reticulation mains, not only along
the Perth-Fremantle road, but in the city.
This will enable people to get a bigger sup-

ply through the pipes. Although this will ex-
pedite the flow of water, unless people be-
have decently in their use of th 'e water we
shall be unable to cope with the dleiand.

Mr. Teesd ale: Keep a watch on the public
tennis courts.

The MINISTER FOR WORK.S: If I em-
ploy mn day and night to watch people and
piroscnte householders, will members give a
guarantee that they will not endeavour to in-
duce me to withdraw the prosecutions? Jf
the friends of members are caught wasting
water, and we set about bringing them before
a magist rate, some members are mean enough
to endeavour to have the cases kept out of
court.

Hon. V. C. Angwin: We may be mean,
but we uould try to keep our friends out of
conurt.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS:- We
are putting the pipes in as fast as ever
we can. We shall have the Mt. Hawthorn
reservoir and the filter beds and the Mel-
ville Park reservoir ready for water to
come in about the third week in December.

Mr, Clydesdale: What supervision have
you to prevent waste of water in the metro-
politan area?

The MINISTER FOR WORIKS: For that
purpose we should have to put on an army
of inspectors, because if even a few people
waste water, many other people are pre-
vented from getting a supply. The contract
time for the Mt. Elixa reservoir to he
handed over is the first week in February.
The Churchman Brook reservoir will not be
available for another couple of years,
although work has been commenced on it.
However, we have sufficient water avail-
able for all reasonable demands so long as
people do not waste it.

Itemi-Gold fields Water Supply, £600,000:
Mr. JOHNSTON: In mnany districts ad-

jacent to the goldfields water scheme, the
farmers are crying out for extension of the
mains. In the early history of the scheme
the Government were most generous with
regard to extensions through the farming
areas. But recently south of the line and
north of the line applications have been
made and have not been granted. 11 refer
to extensions for the whole of the district
served by the Dowerin-Mterredin line. The
position has been much accentuated by the
very proper decision of the Government to
build a railway to Yorkrakiue.

The Minister for Works: You know that
the Goomalling people arc paying 8s. for
water and are growling.

Mr. JOHNSTON: The Government will
be faced by a terrific expenditure for water
for railway purposes along the whole of
that line unless they extend the goldfields
supply as I suggest. Before the Public
Works Department and the Railway Depart-
ment go into the question of providing
water supplies at every siding on the pro-
posed Yorkrskine line and for railway pur-
poses at central stations along that line,



[27 Novnunz, 1928.] 13

tbey should consider the extension of the
goldfields ruplyl' to Soi ye the whole of that
district andt also the districts between
({oomalliog and Nungarin. The water has
been taken to Goomalling and Nungarin,
two points in the very area for which I
request further extensions. I know the
Minister f or Works has rendered valuable
service to the State in co-ordinating de-
partments. We should bear in mind that
the Golden Mifle, which a few years ago
bad 40,000 people, now possesses a much
smialler population with a correspondingly
reduced consumption of water from the
Sc'heme. Onl the other hand, the population
of those magnificent portions of the wheat
belt which are adjacent to the pipe line
has increased rapidly and is still increasing
every dlay. The railway proposals of the
Government will raise the numbers of that
population very considerably.

Mr. LAMBERT: On behalf of stock
owners in the Eastern Goldfields country, I
wish to bring forward the question of the
price of water. Some time ago the price
was reduced to 2s. 6id. per thousand gallons,
but subsequently was again increased. Rle-
vently I was informed by the Premier that
the price had been fixed at 5s. per thousand.
The Premier, as r. practical man, knows
that it is impossible to develop the pastoral
areas to which I refer, and some of which
arc most promising, with water at such a
price.

Mr. Teesdale: It is a mad thing to try
to pipe water up to cattle there.

Mr. LAMBERT: It applies only in dry
seasons, Many catch meats have been sunk
for watering stock. Occasionally, however,
diry seasons reader it essential that stock
should be watered. The position is un11-
possible for the small psstoral'ists, and it
should appeal to the Committee. If con-
sideration were given to them by the pro-
vision of cheap water at the rate of 2s. 6d,
a thousand gallons, it would tide them over
dry seasons.

Trhe Minister for Works: You would not
expect us to supply water for less than it
costs?

Mr, LAMBERT: I do not wish to enter
into a. discussion of the broad qnestion at
such a late hour. I believe I will not appeal
in vain to the Premier and the Minister for
Water Supply to extend the consideration
f hare- suggested.

M.%r. CORBOY: Regarding the proposed
abolition of the meter rent, is it the intention
of the Government to abolish that rent in
the outer goldfields areas as well as in the
central goldfields district? If that is the
intention, it is reasonable.

The Minister for Works: The matter will
be looked into comprehensively when we get
a chance to do so.

Mr. CORBOY: Fromt the way the Min-
ister spoke before, I thought this question
had been decided. I appeal to the Minister
to make that decision apply to the outer
golddields areas, such as the Yilgarn dis-
trict, because it will mtean considerably

mnure to those areas than to the central gold-
fields district. While the entral goldfields
emiploy more men, the effect of the abolition
of the meter rent will be felt more in the
outer areas.

Mr. JOHNSTON: I ask the Minister for
an explanation of the itemi relating to water
supply in the agricultural districts, which
includes drainage and irrigation, and loans
and grants to local authorities and drainage
hoards.

The Premier: That matter has been undler
discussion all night!

The "Minister for Works: You have been
away all night on your own business while
we have been Bitting here for hours. Why'
do you not do your duty in the proper timie?

Mr. JOHNSTON: I was here at 7.30 this
evening. As we cannot get any infornia-
t ion-

Hon. W. C. Angwin: You see what the
vote is for.

Mr. Teesdale: We know by heart what is
included tnder this heading.

Mr. .IOHNSTON: It appears from the de-
tails embodied in the Estimates that most
of this money will be Spent on irrigation and
drainage.

The Premier: But we have been discussing
that question all night.

Mr. JOHNSTON: From what vote will
the money necessary for the construction of
key dams comae?

The Minister for Works:, That point has
been discussed several times to-night, and I
have given answers. If you cannot be here
at the proper time I will not repeat my ex-
planations.

'Mr. Richardson: The member for Wit-
liams-Narrogin is the reserve force of thme
Country Party.

Mr. Corbo~y: The new party is in agree-
neat, for the first time.

Mr. Pickering: It is not a new party.
Mr, JOHNSTON: The work I refer to is

necessary, and I congratulate the Govern-
ment on the progress made in the supply of
water in the agricultural disericts.

The CHAIR'MAN: The general diseus! tno
has ceased.

Mr. JOHNSTON: But I want to know
something about key dams.

MNr. Teesdale: Ten dawns!
The 'Minister f or Works: Get '' faisard''

report to-morrow morning aod you will know
all about it.

Mr. JOHNSTON: Will the key dams be
Constructed?

The CHAIkRMAN.: The 'Minister has al-
ready referred to that question during the
evening.

The Premier: The work will be done.
Vote put and passed.

Vote_-Deciopnent of goldf~ids ad sni-
erel resources, £100,000:

Mr. LUTEY (Brown Hill-Ivanhoe) [12.16]:
I am sorry that this item has been reached
at such a late hour, I have never approached
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this vote with moore diffidence than I2 do to.
night. After a residence of 27 years, on the
goldfields, during which time I have poartici-
pated in mining operations and, generally,
lived the life of a miner in that area, recent
developments make mne feel that Onr fight
to im-prove the conditions of the muiners has
been for naught. I am convinced that a
proportion of the eitizens, of Western Aus-
tralia look upon human beings as being
available for purposes of inining leases, rather
than that the leases are provided for thwi
benefit of human beings. The position is so
acute on the goldfields that I hardly kaow
what we will be facing in the near future.
If we review the state of affairst that has
existed during the last fort-night. and hma e
rega~rd to tin' eoatlitiMs that have cropped
up, I am alamost inclined to say that it would
be hatter for the, industry to go out of ex-
istence altogether rather than that such con-
ditions should vontiniv. It is on important
matter, and on top of this, within the last
few weeks, there has been a suggestion, that is

oIf vast importance to the mining industry
nacl to Wtera Australia in general. It
was indicated recently that the Mines De-
paurtment intended to 'mat up the anriferous
areas of the State into thirty different parts,
and to givq leaseholders rights over the aban-
doned mining leases contained in those thirty
different districts. To those wbb know the
auriferous ateas of Western Australia that is;
the most astounding suggestion made in the
course of the history of local mining opera-
tions. When we hear that one wan may be
able to hold] one of these areas by emploYing
a comparatively few mien, sod when this
Position is extended to cover the whole of
these thirty areas, it should make us reflect
upon thle position.

The Premier: This cannot be, done in a
dlay Or two.

'Mr. I'TF.V: Taking the East ('oulgar-
die goldfields as one section, it may he said
without exaggeration that there are within
it hundreds of ahandoned mines likely to be-
coins valuable gold producers one more.
Imagine one small syndicate being able to
hold op the whole of that area! It kiv
monstrous suggestion. I hope the Govern-
ont will not agree to the troposal. With a

little assistance miany of the abandoned
lenses might easily become richly profitable,
It has been frequently suggested to the G4ov-
erment that reserves should be made along
the known lodes, and dianmond drilling car-
Hod out on the abandoned shows. Then the
Government could either -work the leases or
submit thmni at upset prices. r hope that
will be tried, for I am sure it would prove
highly profitable to the Government. Ronme
time ago it was suggested that assistance
;hioulri be given to development on the pound
for pound basis. I do not know whether any
of the coipaniPs have accepted the- propo-
-ition, hut I know that for a number of years
development has been Inc-king. particularly
fIB the Golden Mile. What little develop-
meat has li-eu made has been very promis4-

ing. At the South Kalgurli, the Lake View,
and the Perfeverance good results have been
shown. However, some of the companies coin-
tainir have been lax in their development
policies, tithoegh the GIreat Boulder has
spent muone 'y on prospecting in other parts of
the world. When we remember that the mine
hus crushed 3,479,311 tons nd produced
3,329,026 ore. valued at £14,516,264, and paid
over six millions in dividends, we should sup-
pose that sin-h a conmpeny would go in largely
for development. But practically the whole
of thiak 14%' million pounds worth of gold
was go~t out of a small section of the lease.
From the lale on the boundaries of the
Ivanhoe amnd Horieshov mines, the ground ex-
tending to the Perseverace, has been stand-
ing pructivals- as it was 23 years ago. There
has hei'n little ori no development, although
we know that good lorles traverse the area and
thatt in three different places they are going
into the Boulder ground from the Persever-
anve. The Lake View lode also is dipping
in there. In any other mine of similar
possibilities great development would hare
been carried out. The State should have
some power to direct the company to develop
their lease in a piropor nmner. It is high
time further developments were mnade. At
the present time not imuch attention is being
paidi 10 levelopnment. We should1 take further
power over the lenses, to enable us to see that
our valuable asset is properly developed. At
Zeehan, in Tasmania, a similar state af
affairs portvailed, but the Tasmanian Govern-
ment passed an Act empowering the Mnister
for Mines to go in en a lease not being ads-
quntely worked and prospect it. It was Pro-
videdi that in the cest of auything of value
being hfseoverel, the 'Minister should give
the com1panly an opportunity to buy the die-
coverv at a oriie. If the matter could not be
ax aIZnged. it wax to he su1bmitted to arbitra-
tors The leeiin of the arbitrators had to he
alupvued by the mine authorities within 30t
da.ys; alternatively, the Minister worked the
ground as an ordinary tribute sod paid royalty
to the eon'panx, , the balance going to the
State. If we were to Tfolonw similar linen it

II(,- nainse valne to the State. For
maany years tribotera have kept a number of
lases going. On the Great Boulder a tribute
is being, let to aL party that have been working
the Perseverance. They are now actually in
the Boulder ground. if they were allowed to
do so. 5100 or 600 macu would work the ground
to thle 2_0(Ift. level amid carry on prospecting,
while the company eon finned to operate the
mine along ordinary lines. I have almost
given u~p hope of' seeing the Government do
anything in Ohe n-ay I have suggested. Stil I
hope soruething will be done. The assistanceethe
(,*fntej.rn ment have been offering to prospectors
is satisfactory; it is on the right lines, hut
should he carried further. Boring should be
given a trial before the Government think
of -utting the State into 30~ different sections
and permitting a few individuals to hold up
the nuriferolls areas. This is A most serious
imatter.
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Mr. Teesdale: The leases would have to be
manned.

11r. LIJTRY: Such a monopoly might bold
up the abandoned leases on the line of lode
throughout the East Coolgardie goldifield.
There are many matters that should be dis-
cussed, but at this late hour one does not feel
equal to the task.

The PREMIER (Hon. Sir James Mitchell
-Northam) (12.34]: Nothing will be done
to divide the country into 30 squares until
goldfields members have been consulted. Mines
that have been abandoned for twoe years ought
to be tested in some way.

Mr. Heron: They are being tested every
'lay.

The PRZEMIER: Very few of them. A
lot of ines have been abandoned for years.
If we could devise some means to employ 549D
men where no ina are employed to-day, it
would he a good thing.

kfr, Willeock: The man negotiating for the
abandoned lenses could employ them now if
he chose.

Ar. Heron; He could take the same chance
as the other fellow.

Mr. Teesdale: You nmust give him some
security.

The PREMIER: Members need have no
tear about the abandoned mines being dealt
with until they have had an opportunity to
express an opinion vis to what will be best in
the interests of the State.

MNr. Lutey: This is the first opportunity we
have had.

The PREMIER: I am aware of that, but
we are not taking any action as jet. Every
year the gold production of the State is de-
dining. Are there any means by which the
decline may Le nrrestedt I have not consid-
ered the question to any extent. The time to
do so has not arrived. If the proposed scheme
is a good one, let us adopt it; if a. better
scheme can be found, let us adopt that, bnt do
let us discuss the matter. MNembers acquainted
with mining will be called together and per-
haps some good w~ill be the outcome of a dis-
eussian on the question of working abandoned
leases. I do not deny that the member for
Brawn Hill-Ivanhoe has talked these matters
in season and out of season, and particularly
has he referred to boring with the diamond
drill. We are going to do what is best to get
mining going again, but before anything
is done, all concerned will have an opportunity
to express sn opinion.

Mr. PICKERING: I move-

That progress be reported.

Motion put and a division taken with the
following result:-

Ayes . .. . .. 4
Noes . .. . .. 26

Majority against .. 2

Mr. Marshall
Mr. Pickering
Mr. A. Thomson

Mr. Angelo
Mr. Angwln
Mr. Carter
Mr. Chessn
Mr. Corboy
hire. Cowan
Mr. Denton
Mr. Durack
Mr. George
Mr. Gibson
Mr. liekmoti
Mr. Hughes
Mr. Latham
Mr. Lutey

'Motion thus ac

AYES.
Mr. Johnston

Noss.
Mr. H. K. Maley
Mr. Mann
Sir James Mitchell
Mr. Munsie
Mr. Rieardsoi
Mr. Sampson
Mr. J. H. Smith
Mr. Tesale
Mr. J. Thomson
Mr. Underwood
Mr. Wilicock
Mr. Mullany

treller.l

gatived.

[Mr. Angelo took the. Chair.)

Mr. CHESSON: There is a sum of
£E100,000 set down in the Estimates for the
development of the goldfields. This includes
State batteries. I take it that about £40,000
of this will be spent in concessions to the big
mining companies on the Eastern goldfielde
in the supply of cheaper water. That will
leave about £55,000 to be spent on the de-
velopment of mining this year.

The Premire: Yes.
Mr. OHESSON: That is about £7,000 less

than the expenditure last year. The mining
companies that will benefit as a result of
cheaper water will receive a bigger concession
than will be accorded to mines elsewhere. The
agricultural areas have a lot of money spent
un them in the way of railways and water
supplies, but on the development of the gold-
fields there is this reduction of £E7,000. Mfem-
bers on this side of the House have fre-
quently asked that greater 'assistance should
be given for diamond drilling for testing pur-
poses, and I had hoped there would have been
an increase in the vote this year. A sum
of £E5,000 has been set aside for State bat-
teries, which are essential for the develop-
ment of our mining industry. This is a very
small amount, seeing that prospectors all over
the fields have been crying out for more
batteries. On the Murehison prospectors have
frequently to cart their ore 20 or 30 miles.
The cruabings have been good, but an ounce
proposition will not pay in such circumstances.
Sonic of the batteries should be improved.
The Cue battery should be equipped in such
a way that it can regrind some of the ores.
This is necessary to enable the owners of
the ore to get the full extraction. The mem-
ber for Browahill-Ivanboc referred to the
question of abandoned leases which have not
been worked for two years. A man is given
a miner's right and under this he can pros-
pect anywhere on Crown lands. Those aban-
doned leases revert to the Crown, and a pros-
pector can work them. Some of these people
have not a~pplied for any lease or prospect-
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ing area, but they bave bee,, working the old
show-s. Mlany of them have done a fair
aniount of driving, but are still not in pos-
session of any title. This is a scandalous
thing, and indignation meetings have been
held all over the place concernling it. Min-
ing companies hav-e never found anything,
for the preliminary work has always been
done by prospectors. A company will only
take on a show after it haes been opened up.
If the sampling operation is satisfactory, the
coati any will then put money into a mine and
develop it. But we have to depend on the
prospector. If the country is to be cut up
into thirty sqnares, each embracing 100
square miiles, it will mean that 18 men can
comply with the labour conditions for 100
square miles. The conditions state that the
2tinsiter may fix the rent. I1 urge that any
consideration in that respect should be given
to prospectors, and to people who have been
holding the fort in mining districts for years.
The Government's proposal means a gamble
which will lead to something like what oc-
curred at Sandstone. For the life of me I
cannot understand why the proposal was en-
tertained at all.

'M r. Teesdale: It was only suggested.
Ron. WV. C. Angwvin: The file shows that

it was approved by the Minister.
The Premier: I do not think so.
Honl. W. C. Angivin: It was approved sub-

ject to the formation of a company.
The Premier: Before the Minister for

Mines left he said that it was not approved.
Mr. CRESSON: I dare say it was not

approved when there was a hue and cry all
over Western Australia against the handing
over of practically the entire auriferous belt
to one company. The Noirth-West is the only
place which calls for exemption.

Mr. Teesdale: We would like to see a com-
pany there.

Mr. CHESSON: But the lion. member also
likes to see thme prospector there, the bona
fide mail who does not want to hold tip
country and prevent ethers from prospecting
it. The Great Fingal -.%in&bhad 850 acres,
and its leases are practically ail abandoned.
Prospectors are oi those leases now, and are
getting fairly decent gold. As regards my
district, the present proposal means the
granting of a concession of 100 square miles
from Lennronville to 'Nannine, 50 miles each
side of the line. I hope that wve shall have
the Premier's promise that nothing will be
done until there has been an opportunity to
go into the question. The Premier should
heed the indignation expressed all over West-
ern Australia. If lie does I feel sure the comn-
pany will not 'get any concession at the ex-
pense of prosreetors.

Mr. LAMBERT (Coolgardie) [12.55]: All
gnldfields members must deplore the lateness
of the hour at which this vote has been
brought on. Of all the votes discussed by
Parliament this one is the most specially in-
teresting to representatives of mining con-
stituencies. That applies with the greatest

force this year as the Government have made
a departure fromh the accepted practice of
assisting the ininini, industry, atil have clone
so in a mnannier that calls for soniment. I see
that of thle amount of £100O,000 which is pro-
vide~d, £5,000 v ill go to State batteries, and
£40,000, cliargeahie against loan development
erpenditure, will go directly to thle big mn-
iug tompanies.

lIfon. IV. C. Angwvin: That is entirely wrong.
The relluction in sinking fund payments wvill
meet that. It comes out7 of revenue.

The Premier: It is a losing proposition.
lion. WV. C. Angtrin: You arc receiving

£75,1000 a year reduction.
The Premier: The upkeep has gone tip

£70,000 a year.
flon. WV. C. Ingwin: I would not give thle

£40,000 to the companies unless they lpaid the
extra wages to the ruiners.

Mr. LA2I3ERT: The Water Supply Depart-
mnent will be recouped by the Mines Depart-
ment out of Loan expenditure. Goldfields thee-
hers should take every opportunity of urging
upon thle Premier a recduction in the price of
vater. In his desire to assist mining sub-
stantially the lion. gentleman haes agreed to
the principle of helping in this way. Appar-
eintly he was unable to help in any other way.
Since then there has been an important de-
velopment as regards the mining indus~try.
Only recently, by anl award of the Arbitration
Court, the total annual expenditure of the
companies has been cut dIow-a by £;50,000 or
£60,000. To them the recent award means A
saving to that extent. Adding to that amount
the £40,000 that is to comle out of loan expel-
!diture, we aid that the companies are receiv-

ing cosdrton to the extent of £100,000 a
yearI actually equivalent to 50 per rent, of
the dividends annually paid by gold mines
throughout Western astralia. It is coml-
petent for the Government to point out to thle
companies that when the concession of £40,000
in cost of water was granted to them it was
never anticipated tlmat the muiners would be
asked to work for considerably less than a
living wage. In that respect the position is
deplorable. In iny opinion, hardly a member
of this Chamber believes that the unfortunate

iner should be called upon to work for tho
rate fixed by thle recent award. If the time
were opportune anid the [tour were earlier I
would discuss this matter in a much more
aggressive manner, flowerer, I fully realise
the futility of doing that at such an hour of
the morning. instead, I urgo the Premier to
postpone this item. Mining has produced
great wealth f or Western Australia, Wild the
industry is capable of producing still greater
wealth.

The Premier: I hope before the session
closes we will have such a discussion as you,
suggest.

MrI. LAMBERT: I have convened a meet-
ing of goldfields members which will be held
later on to-day. We will discuss this qunes-
tion in all its. phases with a view to putting
a concrete proposal before the Government,
and the Premier has promised an opportunity
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to discuss our proposals on the floor of the
House. If a scheme can be adopted, we will
have a clear-cut policy puot into operation. I
trust the Premier will consider the various
phases of muining. We have to provide in-'Werest an(1 sinking fund on the £:40,000 from
loan expendituvre which has already been re-
ferred to, and onl top of that there has been
a reduction of from £50,000 to £E60,000 per
annum in the companies' wages bills. The
Premier will be backed aip by every section of
the House if he nmkes representations to the
inine owners of Western Australia regarding
the necessity for a wage being paid in the
goldlfields centres; that will enable the miners
and their families to live in reasonable coot-
fort. I believe sonic of the mine owners will
realise the fairness of the position we can put
lbetore then,. All members of Parliament have
given evidence of their desire to assist the
muining industry. If we can only secure a
revival of mining, not only in its relation to
gold but to other mineral wealth that now
lies undeveloped, it will mean a good deal to
Western Autralia. Unfortunately we have
beet, disheartened by the atrocious Arbitra-
tion Court award which came as such a bomb-
shell to the goldfields people and shocked the
feelings of the Western, Australian conmm-unity
as a whole. [ urge the Premier to see whether
something call be done in the interests ofthe miners. 'While we desire to assist the
mine owners to profitably carry on their
ope .rations, we cannot remain indifferent to
the decline of the miners' wages as outlined
in the recent award. I hope the opportunity
will not be missed by the Premier to appeal
to the mine owners. If some good does not
conic from such an appeal, at least
no harm enan follow. There will be no
sacrifice of principle On the part of the
Premier who, we all recognise, is keenly
desirous of the people of Western Australia
as a whole living in dLecent conditions. If
lie adopts the course I suggest, he will earn
the gratitude of all sections of the mining
conmnmunity.

Mr. A. THOMSON (Katanning) [1.6]: 1
move an amendmtent-

That the Vote be reduced by £1.
I do that by way of protest against the
Estimates being rushed through. It is un-
precedented in my experience that Loan
Estimates dealing with approximately 41/
million pounds should be rushed through in
such a manner.

Hon. WN. C. Angivin: The Estimates have
been before us since Thursday last.

M.Nr. Johnston ; They are being rushed
through.

lion. W. C. Angwin: What are you talk-ing aboutI You have not been here at all.
Mr. A. THOMSON : I recognise my

responsibility to the State.
Hon. WN. C. Angwin: What, your responsi-

bility?
Mr. A. THOMSON: I protest against the

bludgeoning of the Estimates through Comn-

juittee. Sometimes minorities have their
rights.

Mfr. Carboy: You should be the last man
to speak about tHat.

Mir. A. THOMSON: I congratulate the
member fo, Brownhill-Iv-anhoe on the cap-
able way he dealt with such a big subject.
I visited the goldfields areas recently and
I was depressed by what I saw.

Mr. Teesdale interjected.
Mr. A. THOMSON: I do not care a damn

if the lion. member takes notice of my
words or not. Anything the Committee can
do to assist the mining industry will have
myv fullest support. The member for Cool-
gai-die referred to his action in convening
at special meeting of goldfields members to
discuss matters affecting that portion of the
State, so as to frame a policy to encourage
production and place the mining industry on
a firmer footing.

Mr. Lathamn: And yet you move to reduce
the vote!

Mr. A. THOMON: I am only moving to
reduce it by £:1; I cannot move to increase
it. The only protest I can make is to move
for a reduction. If anyone suggests that
by moving to reduce the vote by £1, I ant
antagonistic to the industry they are hard
put to it for an argument.

Mr. Teesdale: You will hear all about
that in due course. You will be advertised
all right.

Mr. A. THOMSON: It is amazing that
we should be discussing this important vote
at an early hour in the morning.

Mr. Teesdale: It is due to you and your
crowd of three.

Mr. A. THOMSON: I am not going to he
brow-beaten by the hon. member. I am
voicing my protest.

Mir. Teesdale: By moving to reduce the
mining vote!

Mr. Johnston; Who has the floor?
Mr. Teesdale: You have not. You have

been here for only about 20 minutes.
Mr. A. THOMSON: If I were to interject

in such a manner, I should be put out.
The CHAIRMAN: I must ask the mem-

ber for Roebourne to keep quiet.
M r. A. THOMSON: Goldfields members

have voiced their protest against dealing
with an important industry in this fashbion.
I was one of many who came over here
during the gold rush. Western Australia was
then the saviour of Victoria. Hundreds of
thousands of pounds went over there every
mouth to keep those whom the men in West-
era Australia had left behind. I did not
go to the goldfields, but I still say that the
goldfields placed Western Australia on the
nip-grade. Agriculture is now playing its
part, but our mining development is of
very great importance to us and should have
better attention than we are eiving it to-
night. I trust goldfields membhers will sup-
port me in my protest.



[ASSEMBLY.]

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN (North-East Fro-
mantle) [1J12J. 1 have listened carefully to
the bon. member. His speech indicated
that he was moving the reduction of the
vote owing to the limited time available for
dealing with the Mining Estimates. He
started by saying he proposed to re-
duce the vote by £1 owing to the un-
seemly way in which the Estimates were
being rushed through. H-is motion is
quite different from his speech. Hle has
some justification for the inconsistency. I
have been in the House for many years,
and I tan say it rarely takes more than a
day to put the Loan Estimates through.
I do not wish to reflect on the Chair, but an
error has been made to-night, and we have
proceeded contrary to the rules of the House.
There was no general discussion on the Esti-
mates, and so members have not had oppor-
tunity to debate the various questions, except
on the items. To-night we have had a dis-
cussion on every one of the sub-departments,
and so a good deal of time has been lost to us
to-night. That has never happeaned before.
The Premier announced just nuw that before
the session closes he hopes to ha e a genera!
discussion on the development o : the gold-
fields,

'Mr. Willeock: He dlid not annour. e it in
that way.

HOD. WV. C. A JGWIN: Yes, he did.
Mr. Pickering- I have no recollection of

it.
Hon. W. C. ANGWJN: The member foi

Coolgardie (Mr. Lambert) said they wero
having a meeting to-morrow to discuss gold-
fields development, and the Premier stated
that before the session closed he hoped to have
a- p-enernl discussion on the same question.

Mr. Wilicock: He will have to make a
special opportunity for it.

Mr. Lamibert: He has promised to give us
that opportunity.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN:, Hon. members
heard that.

Mr. A. Thomson: I did not hear it.
Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: I heard it plainly.

To-night a good deal of time has been spent
on the Estimates.

Mr. Teesdale:- Time mucked and messed
away.

Hion. W, C. ANOWIN: -I am not going to
say the time has been wasted.

Mr. J. Thomson: It has been wasted.
Mr. Teesdale: Not from a reua point of

view,
Bon, W, C. ANGWIN: I would not say the

time has been wasted, because that would not
be in order; but I will say that if I had been
stone-walling, T could not have hoped for bet-
ter results. I had intended to say something
about the water supply, hut under the pro-
cedure adopted to-night I cannot do so.

Mr. PICKERING (Sussex) [1.20]: I Sup-
pwort the amendment, not that T desire a re-
duction, but as a protest against the Way
these Estimates are being put through. The
Leader of the Opposition secured the ad-

journment immediately after the Premier had
introduced the Estimates and we expeeted
that he would open a general discussion, but
before any member had time to get to his
feet, the first vote was rushed through. That
is the reason why, I am discussing every item
that appeals to me. This would have been
avoided if we had had a general discussion.

3Mr. Teesdaic: We shall give you a good
advertisement by ica sing you to talk to your-
self.

-Mr. PICKERING: With the members for
Browahill-Ivanhoe and Coolgardie I regret
there has not been time to fully discuss the
mining Estimates. There are several phases
that merit discussion.

Mr. Munsie: It is wonderful to observe
your interest ill the industry. Each year
when the mining Estimates 4ave been dis-
cussed there has not been a Country Party
member in his seat.

'Mr. A. Thomson:, Yes, there has.
Mr. PICKERING: The industry includes

phases other than gold mining. It is ridicu-
lone to suggest that we should not discuss
Loan Estimates that involve an expenditure
of five millions of money,

Mr. LAMNBEERT (Coolgardie-on amend-
nient) [1.23]: T brought under the Pre-
mier *s notice the fact that to-morrow we are
holding a meeting of goldfields members, irre-
spective of party, to formulate a, plan that we
can ask the Government to accept, in order to
further assist mining. I have no doubt that
as an outcome of that and subsequent meet-
ings, we shall be oble to offer some valuable
suggestions. When I pointed out the late
hour, the Premier assured mae he would give
us an opportunity to discuss the decisions ar-
rived at, would consider any scheme sug-
gested, and make financial provision for any
scheme adoptedi. While I should have liked
a fuller discussion of mining generally, in the
circumstances I cannot sup port the am end-
ment.

Amendment put and negatived.

Mfr. WILLOOCK (Geralfiton) [1.26): 1
regret the Premier is not in his seat.

The Minister for Agriculture: He has been
there all the evening until a minute ago.

IMr. WVILLCOOK: I would have liked an
assurance from him regarding the matter
brought forward by the member for Cool-
goarcie.

The Colonial Secretary: Surely you do not
doubt the member for Coolgardic.

Mr. WILLOG: No, bat I would have
liked an assurance from the Premier. We are
up against serious industrial strife through
the recent Arbitration Court award. A ma-
jority of citizens are agreed that the award
has dealt the industry a grievous blow. If
the employees in An industry are working un-
der unsatisfactory con ditions-

Me. Johnston drew attention to the state
of the Committee.

Quorum formed.
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Mr. WILLCOCK: If the Go'~ernnient think
fit they have means to bring pressure to bear
art the mining companies to make some ar-
rangement with regard to wages. If the
award continues, the industry will undoubt-
edly receive a severe set back. Whenj wages
or conditions are unsatisfactory, the men will
not give of their best, and thc industry must
suffe-r. The member for Coolgardie said that
under thre itemi it was proposed by means of
frenzied finance to subsidise the industry
from the water supply vote, and charge the
amount against loan. Thus the industry is
to he saved £E40,000 a year. Members gen-
erally agree that the recent award was not
warranted. If the House can bring any
influence to bear on the mining com-
panies it would be justified in doing so-
As the result of the concession of cheaper
water, the mining companies will receive an
advantage to the tune of £E40,000. Without
an assurance from the Premier that these
companies will give some concession to miners
in thre way of improved wages, and working
conditions members will not be justified in
passing this vote. I am not prepared to
support anything that will give the mining
companies further concessions without getting
some assurance that the men working in the
industry will also benlefit. Large sunms of
money have been takent out of Consolidated
Revenue to pay interest and sinking fund on
the golddields water scheme, and people have
repeatedly complained about this being done.
The sinking fund hals now accumulated to
such an extent that we arc told we can
afford a reduction in the water charges on
the goldfields. The amount in question, how-
ever is to be taken out of the loan funds in-
stead of out of revenue. This is a w-rong
procedure from the financial point of view.
I want to get an assurance from the Premier
on the point I have just raised.

The Premier I do not think that is a fair
thing to' ask me. One is an arbitration
matter.

[Mr. Minrsie took the ChoW)j

Mr. WrLLCOCI : The original idea of this
vote was to assist the mining industry, It
was not expected that as aL result of the re-
cent award the industry would save £60,000
a year through reduced wages. It is now
proposed to further assist the companies by
giving them this water concession amounting
to another £40,000 a year. Had the Govern-
ment knowna what the award was going to be
they could have withhbeld this water conces-
sion. The comnpauies can now afford to put
on more men because of the reduced rate of
wages. In the interests of the country and
the industry, as well as of the men working
init, the companies should give an assur-
ance that if they are given this water con-
cession they will in return give some benefit
to the men engaged in the industry.

Hon. W. C ANOIN (North-East Fre-
mantle) [1.35]: This is a vote for the de-
velopment of mining. T objeet to the Pre-

mier -taking the .money out of loan funds
to reduce the charges upon water supplied
to the goldfields. lIt is really a matter for
revenue funds. In all the years the gold-
fields water supply has been in operation in-
terest and sinking fund have been paid out
of revenue.

The Premier: Not lately.
Rion. W. C, ANOWIN: No, because the

deficit has been too big. The amount should
be charged to revenue, for time Premier is
saving at least £75,000 a year in sinking
fund. We should not out of loan funds
relieve our revenue in the way that is being
done, for it shows that we are £40,000 bet-
ter off thajn wec ft-ally are-. It is not the right
system of finance. I would not vote for a
reduction of the amount set down here be-
cause, in my opinion, more money is required
for the development of the goldfields. I was
very surprised to see this sum on the Loan
Estimatc4. it s% Iren tied finance.

Tile 'remiier -No.
Rion. W. C. kNGWIN:- I -have never

known of Such a system being adopted. The
Estimates as they are do niot actually show
that the money is used in this direction.

'Mr. HUGIHES (East Perth) [1.40 a.m.]:
I do not feel justified in supporting this
vote which represents an extraordinary way
of doing business. The sinking fund has
accumulated sufficientlyT to pay the cost of
the goldfields water scheme, and dconsequently
people in general expect a reduction in water
charges. We find instead that the charges
are to remain as they were, and that the
State is to borrowv £40,000 and saddle itself
with interest on that amount. It means that
in 20 years we shall pay back approximately
£80,000. If there has been relief to the ex-
tent of £75,000, it shotuld go towards a re-
duction of charges. The income tax returns
of the mining companies show that they did
better last year than in several previous
years. The total of their incomes is higher
by £40,000 than for two or three years pre-
ceding. Now it is proposed to make the
companies a gift of £40,000. That repre-
sents a donation to people who are already
prospcrous,

Mr. Mann: All thle companies have not
been prospefous.

Mr, HUGHES: But this amount Will go
to about six companies, and the miner who
has been reduced by 9s. per week will have
to pay high water rates in order to make up
the £40,000. If the Government were to de:.
clare that they would give £40,000 gs a
bonus of so much per week for every child
on the Eastern Goldfields, there would be
some sense in it.

Mr-. 'Underwood: What about the northern
gold fields? Do you think the eastern gold-
fields represent the only place where gold is
got?

Mr. HUGHES: The eastern goldfields re-
present the only mining commtunity which so
far has been called uipon to suffer a redec-
tion of 9s. per week in wages. The award-
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represents to thle companies a gift of £70,1000
per annum. Whether they car, hold that gift
remains to be seen. There was no
occasion for a reduction in wages, be-
cause the ilining companies were paying
as good dividends as in the years paut.
However, they are to have anl additional
gift of £40,000 annually by way of
reduction of water rates.-~ The total of the
two reductions is £110,000 per annum. The
people of this State are asked to pay interest
on £40,000 towards that donation. I have
no wish to interfere with mining questions,
but I must state my opinion that it is unfair
to add £40,000 to the previous gift of £70,000.
That is greasing the fat pig with a vengeance.
In order to give the £,40,000 we propose to
,nake ourselves liable for £80,000 to be paid in
20 years. Those mining companies onl whom
the gifts are bestowed have made millions
of money out of Western Australia. If tbey
had any sense of decency they would put back
into the industry here some of the money
they have made. The companies never put
by any reserve. They made fortunes.

%I~r. J. Thomson: Sonic of them lost for-
tunes.

Mr. HUGHES: There have not been many
fortunes lost on the Golden Mile.

Mr. J. Thomson: Quite a number.
Mr. HUGHES: There were men who made

fortunes in the mines and lost them. Then
there were gamblers in shares, gamblers pure
and simple. But no bona fide investors on
the Golden Mile have lost fortunes.

Mr. J. Thomson: Yes.
Mr. HUGHES: I reply, very few. More-

over, this £40,000 is not going towards the
replacement of lost fortunes.

Mr. Underwood: It will not make any for-
tones either.

Mr. HUGHES: The ratepayer in the met-
ropolitan area is to be asked to assist towards
making up this £40,000. I could understand
a gift from revenue on which we would not
have to pay interest. But needlessly to borrow
money, entailing the payment of interest, is
in my view altogether wrong. The miners
whose pay hasl been reduced will have to con-'
tribute their share towards the interest bill.
In view of what the member for Coolgardie
(Mr. Lambert) hns said, and in view of there
being no indication on this vote that the
£40,000 is to come out of it, the Premier
should agree to postpone the item. It is grossly
unfair to ask Parliament to impoverish the
taxpayers by £40,000 in order to make a fur-
thmer gift to people who have already had a
gift of £70,000 per annum from the Arbitra-
tion Court. With the hour verging on 2 n.m.,
we should not pass this vote. If the Premier
will not agree, I shall move that the vote be
postponed.

The CHATUIMAN: The bon. member, hav-
ing already spoken, cannot now move in that
direction.

The PREMITER (Hon. Sir James Mitchell
-Northanm) f 1.50]:; Hon. members know that
the goldflelds water scheme, which cost nearly

3%A millions, is provided with a sinking fund
of three per cent, on the main loan of 21/2
millions. That sinking fund was, far
more than was necessary and the scheme could
not possibly bear such an impost, which was
paid out of revenue. As a matter of fact,
we have paid off the loan much more quickly
than was predicted. The schemne cost a huge
Anmount Of money. Tf w'e deal with this mat-
ter as J have indicated and provide the £.45,000,
the total indebtedness wvill only be about
£800,000. On that capitalisation, the charges
for interest and sinking fund will be low come-
pared with what has been paid in thle past.
It should be a capital charge against the
scheme, wvhich will easily bear such interest
andl sinking fund charges. While the provision
was made for ti to apply after 1927, the
milning companies are in a bad way at the
present time and we cannot wait until the
year mentioned.

Hon. W. C. Angwia: I would not give them
one shilling unless they provide decent wages
The conditions are different now from what
they we-re when you made your arrangement
with them.

The PREM IER: The conditions are differ-
ent to the extent that wages have been re-
duced. I cannot say anything in connection
waith, the awvard recently issued in a discussion
relating to the £45,000.

Mr. Corboy: Would the mine-owners have
benefited to that extent if you had known
they w~erec to receive such relief under the Ar-
bitration Court awardt

The PREMIER: It must be remembered
that in addition to mlining operations, domestic
services receive some benefit from this proposal.
I trust nmemnbers w-ill agree to the vote because
I think we all have committed ourselves to
some extent regarding the reduction of water
charges to the industry.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: We did not commit
ourselves to provide it from loan funds, but
only to add it to the general deficit.

The PREMIER: I made it clear it would
be done in this way. It is better to charge
it against the capitalisation. of the work in
the ordinary way.

Mr. Hughes: Then you are compelling the
minlers to pay something towards it because
you have to provide interest.

The PREIER: That interest will be
veey small and will be paid on £800,000 in-
stead of on 3Y%_ millions.

Mr. Hughes: But they will hav6 to pay
on the £45,000.

The PREMIER: Of course they will, just
the same as if it was part of the deficit.

Ron. W. C. Angwin: But dealing with it
in this way, will not make the deficit appear
so great.

Tile PREMIER: It does not matter a jot.
The e'mpital cost of the wrater scheme has been
wiped off too quickly and it has been largely
paid for by the general taxpayers.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: This method will
show the general revenue to he better off to
the extent of £120,000.
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The PREMIER: Last year the cost of re-
pairs and renewals was enormous.

i'r. Hughes: If the mining companies can
retain the wages benefit under the recent
award, do you think they should get another
145,000'

The PREMNIER: I will not mix up the
two things. I think the reduced water charges
should be provided for.

'Mr. HUGHES (East Perth) (1.56]: It is
not a fair thing to ask members representing
other constituencies to saddle taxpayers with
the cost of this £45,000 that is being pro-
vided for the mining industry. I move an
amendment-

That the vote be reduced by £45,000.
The Minister for Agriculture; An amend-

mneat has already been moved to reduce the
vote by £1 and that was defeated. You can-
not move to reduce it by £45,000.

The CH[AIRMAN: An hon. member can-
not move to reduce a vote on which an amend-
mneat has already been moved unless he moves
for a reduction by a smaller amount still.

Mr. HUGHES: Then I move an amend-
ment-

That the vote be reduced by 10s.
',%r. Teesdale: From £45,000 to 10s. is a

big drop!
Mr. HUGHES: I move in that direction as

u protest. By dealing with such a proposal
from the loan funds instead of adding it to
the deficit, people are misled into thinking
-that the reduced deficits mean that the fiman-
-cial position is improving. It creates a false
impression.

The Premier: Do you think £800,000 is
-too high a capital cost for it scheme of this
sort?

Mr. HUGHES: That is not the question.
If the sinking fund is provided and sufficient
-funds are available to wipe out the capital
cost, that is the end of it.

The Minister for Agriculture: Every page
of "'Hansard"' costs 10s., so you have al-
ready reduced the vote by 10s.

Mr. HUGHES: It have not filled a page
yet. We are told that of the £E45,000 pro-
mised as a reduction, £5,000 is to go to the
consnmers, while the companies, who have
been given £70,000 by the Arbitration Court,
are to collar the whole of that sum. it is
grossly unfair for us to borrow £45,000
simply to send Home to the London Jews,
who have already had millions out of our
gold-mining industry. I hope the day will
come when there will be no gold mininag in
Western Australia, when the miners will have
a more healthy occupation on the land. To do
this the way it is being done, on the Loan
Estimates, is but throwing dust in the eyes
.of the people.

The Premier: Nothing of the sort.

Mr. UNDERWOOD (Pilbara. (2.4]: I
will oppose the amendment. The amount on
the Estimates for the development of mining

[67]

is by no means too great. When we speak
of mining we have to remember that one can
only nine where the production meets the
cost. As to the recent Arbitration Court
award, I agree with, perhaps, 40 out of 50
members -of the Assembly, that the wages
fixed were too low. If mining cannot pay
better wages, the minies must close down. In
closing down the mines we have to meet what
is a serious question for the rest of the peo-
ple, because the mines have produced a vast
amount of wealth and so have enabled the
development of the country to be carried out.
Still, we cannot allow men to work at a wage
such as that recently awarded by the Arhi-
tration Court. The ieeuber for East Perth
(Mr. Hughes) spoke of the London Jews& I
have a share in a mine up North, and I cal-
culate that if that mine will not pay some-
thing like £1 a sh if t it is no good to me. 'Yet
I ani no London Jew. If there be sufficient
geld in that mine to pay a decent wage, 1
am prepared to put my money into it, nd if
there be something over, I shall expect to
get it. If the member for East Perth
were to put his money into a mine
he, too, would expect to get -what was over.
Just* the samte, I would not have a mine that
could not pay a reasonably good wage to the
men who worked it.

Mr. Hughes: Is that the general attitude
of miners in Western Australia?

Mr. UNDERWOOD- Yes, of course.
Mr. Hughes: You did not always say so.
Mr. UNDERWOOD : Yon have never

heard me say anything different from that.
The London Jew does uut put in money,
except with a view to getting that money
back again.

Mr. Hughes: And a lot more besides.
Mr. UNDERWOOD: If he is lucky. Leav-

ing oat the Jew altogether, I can assure the
hon. member that he can lose more muney
in mining than he can in backing race-
horses. I know both gambles. I trust the
vote will nut be reduced.

The CHAIRMAN: There is not yet any
motion to reduce it. I' have not accepted
the amendment moved by tbe member for
East Perth.

Mr. Hughes: Why did you riot accept it?
The CHAIRMA.N: Because the rules pro-

vide that it must be a substantial amount.
I do not think 10s. substantial. The sum of
£1 is the least I could accept.

Mr. Hughes: I protest against your atti-
tude. I moved my amendment, and you
gavre no indication that you were going to
reject it. I do not think you have a right
to treat any member so contemptuously.

The CHAIRMAN: When the member for
Pilbara (Mr. 'Underwood) rose imnmediately
after the member for East Perth (Mr.
Hughes) resumed his seat, I probably should
have interposed to announce that I did not
accept the amendment. If the hon. mem-
ber knew the rules of the House, however,
he would he aware that after an amendment
is moved and before any member can speak
to it, the question must he stated from the
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Chair. I did not state the question, thus
indicating that I did not accept the amend-
men t.

Mr. HUGHES : I feel your treatment
keenly. If the Chairman does not know
the rules of the House, how can -he expect
members to. You should have stated the
question. As you allowed an amendment
to reduce the vote by £1, I think you should
accept my amendment.

The CHAIRMAN: I did not allow the
amendment for £1. I1 was not in the Chair
at the time.

Mr. HIUGHES: It is cutting things rather
fine to -Ay that an amount of £1 on a vote,
of £95,000 is a substantial amount, and that
10s. is not.

The CHAIRMAN: I direct the hon. mem-
her's attention to Standing Order 'No. 1421
which provides that, if any objection be
taken to a ruling, it must he taken at once
anti stated in writing,

Dissent from Ruling.

Mr. Hughes: I move-

That thre Chairman's ruling be dissen ted
foat.

[The Spenker took the Chair.]

The Chairman (Mr, Munsie) stated the
dissent.

Mr. Speaker: Since I have been a member
of the House the rule has been that any
reduction moved should represent a substan-
tial amount, but it has been laid down that
for the purpose of entering a protest against
Estimates being too low or too high, a re-
duction of £E1 may be moved. A vote has
been taken on the quest-ion of reducing the
Estimates by fl and has been negatived.
The Chairman was right in refusing to take
an amendment to reduce the vote by 10s.
I uphold his ruling.

Comnmittee resumed.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: I regret that any
remarks of mine should cause an interrup-
tion. The mining industry is a serious
economic proposition to everybody in West-
ern Australia. Irrespective of whether it is
thought Mining should be continued, the
vote proposed is too small. The Govern-
ment, with advantage to the whole of the
people of the State, could have provided a
larger amount. People have said, ''Take
the men out of the mining industry and put
them on the land. " We have to consider
the human equation. After a man has
worked in the mining industry for some time
he will not go on the land, but will go to
other countries where mining is engaged in.

Mr. Tecsdale: The Kalgoorlie men went
on the land.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: Some of them. We
have imported several thousands of men, hut
many thousands have gone away-

Mr. Hughes: Hundreds of mining men are
on the land to-day.

Mr. UNDERWOOD. And thousands have
left and refused so go there. A large
majority of those who have worked in the
mining industry will not go on the land if
they can go to some other country where
they can follow the occupation to which
they have been brought up.

'Mr. COROY (Yilgarn) [2.22]: When in
Southern Cross recently the Premier had
brought under his notice the question of a
cyanide plant for the treatment of sands.
It appears that the regulations of the de-
partment operate harshly in some centres.
The sands in the tailings will not be paid
for until 2,000 tons have accumulated, so
that the battery owners may have a suffi-
cient quantity of sands to work on in order
to keep going for some time. Many of the
oses in the Southern Cross district retain moat
Gf the gold in the tailings. The Yilgarn
I'iospccetors and Leaseholders' Association
have written to me on this matter, One man
obtained 2% dwts, of gold off the plates
from his ore, but there were 93/ dwts. In
the sands. The 24V. dwts. were valueless by
themselves as a return, whereas if he could
obtain the full 12 dwts. he could carry on.
In the district there are no fewer than 70
Prospectors who are trying to make a living,
but are being materially hampered by the
absence of a cyanide plant for the treat-
mnent of their sands. We have heard no
further word respecting the decision of the
Premier in this matter.

The Premier: The request was sent on to
the Mines Department.

'.%r. LITTEY (B3rownhill-I.-anhoe) [2.26]:
I notice that thre water supply at St.
fves has been corn pletcd. Fairly good
work has been done there also in the
matter of a battery. I think the district will
satisfy peopile that the right thing has been
done by giving it a battery. We have eon-
sistently battled for water supplies on the
goldfields, but we now find that the Govern-
menit are going to relieve the mining com-
panies to the tune of £40,000. If the Govern-
mernt like to u 'se their weight judiciously and
suggest the possibility of withdrawing the
£40,000 concession, the companies might agree
to improve the position, as it now stands, of
the workers on the fields. Is is hard, after the
fight that has been put up for the men en-
gaged in the industry, that the position c~onso-
querit upon the anard should now he so bad.

Vote put and passed.

[Mr. Stub bs resumed the Chair.]

Vote - Developmnt of Agriculture,
£l1,953,500:,

Mr. PICKERING (Sussex) [2.28 a.m.]:
Inceluded in this vote are group settlements,
soldier settlements, Agricultural Bank, and
other industries, As the representative of a
district which has been peculiarly favoured
by the policy of group settlement, I have
come into contact with every phase of that
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settlement. One important question is that
of the tenure of the settlers between the time
when they take on group settlement and
when they become possessed of their own pro-
perlties under the Agricultural Bank. Their
tenure is more or less subjectto the will of
the foremen or the officers controlling the
settlers. In consequence of thnt, there has
lbeen more difficulty in obtaining cohesion be-
tween the settlers on the qoestioli of spare
time than has been deemed desirable. A cir-
cular dealing with this matter was distributed
throughout the groups, and considerable un-
rest has been caused thereby. It appears that
certain of the group settlers, instead of devot-
ing what was called their spare time to ima-
proving their blocks, apart from the obliga-
tions and the hours fixed in return for pay-
ment of sustenance allowance, devoted that
spare time to other purposes, and were not
considered to be giving evidence of sufficient
interest in the work to warrant the approval
of the officers controlling it. It must be borne
in mind that group settlers during their hours
'Of Work are under the supervision of foremen
and thus, naturally, their time is more or less
fully occupied. In addition they are expected
to devote their spare time on Saturday after-
noon and Sunday to further improving their
blocks. It hns occurred to these people that
they have not such security of tenure as would
warrant them in devoting their spare time as
indicated, because until the blocks have been
drawn for and the group broken up the tenure
is uncertain. In consequence much dis-
satisfaction exisits. in that connection. Any
improvement effected by the settler in
his spare time, or time which he is
mot paid for, would be of no advantage.
to him in the event of his being put out of tE
group. Many settlers have been seat off
blocks in the course of the scheme. Some of
these have been put back, some not. Some
have gone off the blocks for reasons not en-
tirety due to faultsi of their own. One man
left his group because he thought that some
of the other members were not doing their
f air stare of work. Having taken that step
of his own volition he could not be placed iz
another group. The man holds a high testi-
monial from the field officer in charge for the
way he did his work. - He is now in my em-
ploy, and is working very satisfactorily. An-
other question of great importance is the pay-
ment of the sustenance allowance. In that
connection there has been considerable de-
lay. So seriously is the matter regarded
that at Margaret I was waited on by a
deputation from the local group and asked
to take steps to get the payments made
at regular intervals. The suggestion
was made that unless something was done the
settlers would go on strike. I strongly ad-
vised them against that course and pointed
out that it would not benefit their case in any
way. I promised them I would see what could
be done to expedite the payments. I do not
know whether they have been speeded up, hut
I was given to understand by the Controller
4of Group Settlements that he would try to

fix a regular pay day. Another unsatisfactory
phase is that paynments are made by cheque.
Several settlers informed Inc that this method
is unsatisfactory because it resolves itself
into this:- if a settler wants to cash his cheque
lie has to entrust it to another settler, who
cashes the cheque for members of the groups
generally. A great responsibility rests upon
that particular settler in collecting the money
and distributing it. The situation might in-
volve a considerable temptation to certain
men. Some of the men who go on groutis
might he specially subject to the temptation,
and thus considerable loss might be caused
to the other settlers. There is the further
consideration that this community, like all
communities, contains members who would be
only too ready to take the Money by robbery
from the individual who is entrusted with the
task of cashing the cheques. What then
would be the position of the group settlers?
Another aspect requiring attention is the de-
sire of many grouip settlers to utilise their
spare time to the best possible advantage.
They have cleared their blocks and desire
to cultivate them. The group as a whole may
or may not possess a plough, but it is the
desire of several group members individually
to possess a single furrow plough, so that after
they have cleared beyond the 25 icrds, they
will be able to cultivate the additional area.
From several groups I have had -requests
to see whether it is not possible to Mhave single
furrow ploughs supplied. In the ultimate
development of the groups it will be essen-
tial that all settlers shall be thoroughly
equipped with whatever implements are neces-
sary. If group settlers give evidence of a
desire to push their properties ahead, the
provision of a single furrow plough should he
conceded. I have been informed that a sum
of £5 is allowed to a group settler to draw
upon, I understand, however, that the cheap-
est plough obtainable costs £7. 1 made my
inquiries of Harris, Scarfe and Co. The dif-
ference would have to be found by the group
settler. Still another phase which was brought
under my notice and one which I think should
receive the careful consideration of the Min-
ister for Lands is the desirability of the early
provision of cows for group settlers. It has
been pointed out to me that the settler cannot
be provided with a cow until the group is
broken up. The cost of milk for a fair-sized
family-and families are mostly fair-sized on
groups-amounts to between 35s. and £2 per
month. I refer to the provision of tinned
or powdered milk. It would be well therefore
that any group settler competent to deal with
a cow should he provided with one.

The Premier: Some of them have cows.
Mr. PICKERING: If that is the ease,

there has been a distinction made.
The Premier: They have cows of their own.
Mr. PICKERING: The great majority of

the group settlers cannot afford a cow.
Mr. J. H. Smnith: They have nowhere to

keep a cow if they get one.
Mr. PICKERING: Some settlers have de-

mnonstrated their capacity to establish small
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paddoeks for this purpose in their spare time.
They have cultivated an acre of land by just
hoeing and digging. Yet those settlers have
not been able to obtain cows, simply because
they had not the money, to pay for them.
The result is that instead of their children
getting fresh milk, the settlers have been com-
pelled to purchase tinned milk at a price
which they have great difficulty in meeting oat
of their limited allowances. Under this head-
ing conic the questions of clearing, cropping,
purchase Of atthe, minor repairs, roads, Agri-
cultural 1%ank advances, drainage, and so
forth. One of the most important phases in
connection with the group settlement work is
undoubtedly the question of ahain roads to tho
groups. During the past winter the group
settlers laboured under fearful difficulties. I
attempted to get through to several of the
groupis, and] found it porsible to do so only by
riding or walking. The roads were iinssablc
for vehicular traffic. It was impossibile for
me to get to my own farm in that area,
except by nmeans of a spring cart; in somec
instances the roads were tinder water.

The Premier: Is that the case every year!
Mr. l'ICICERING: Yes, in places, hut it

was more glaring this year because of the
excessive traffic over the road and the abnor-
inal winiter conditions. Mly road is not singu-
lar. The same conditions apply to the roads
through thre conmmonages. 'Now that the weather
is warmer and the roads have improved,
people are led away with the idea that the
roads will he all right next winter. On the
other hand they will probably be in the same
condition as during last winter, and I look
forward with dread to a. renewal of the con-
ditions I have referred to. I urge upon the
Government the urgent necessity for making
some provision to get over this difficulty.

The Premier: That work is in hand now.
Mr, PICKERING: I do not wish to be

parochial, but I know that nothing has been
done in connection with the road I ant person-
ally interested in.

The Premier: We cannot do every road at
the one time.

-Mr. PICKERING: That is quite so, but
on the other hand, I know that the work is
proceeding on one road that passes over shift-
ing sand, whereas they could have coped with
the settlers' needs more adequately if they had
gone on with the road through one of the corn-
mnonages. They aire putting down a l6ft.
road with a di tch 2ft. deep on either side,
and the formation is on this impossible sand.

'Mr. J. ff1. Smith:- You must hare a good
crown to the road.

M.%r. PICKERING: I admit that the mem-
ber for 'Nelson is an experienced road board
man, but when I refer to the crown of the
road, will he permit me to know something
about the matter? Vehicles wilt not be able
to pass over that road; it is no good. I in-
spected this particular road, and I am stirred
to protest because someone should be placed
in charge of road construction who has a
good knowledge of the work. If the road I
refer to is a sample of wbat is being done

to provide means of access to the groups, the
work will not be much good.

Mr. J. H. Smith:- Is the Public Works
Department in control?

Mr. PICKERING:- I am not concerned
about that. JL merely draw attention to the
position as I find it. I do not altogether
agree with the ]:olicy adopted in connection
with the provision of roads for the group
settlements. If the Government provide good
roads into the hearts of the group settle-
ments that is all that should be expected. I
would like some information regarding clear-
ig costs. I have endeavoured to get some

defiite statement from the Premier as to
what this has amounted to. I /have had so
much to do with clearing that I have conic to
the conclusion that the costs have been higher
than they should be. In the first place the
clearing was done on the face, which was
manifestly wrong. In an effort to change
the irolirvy and establish a satisfactory sys-
temn, partial clearing was reiortcd to. I am
airaid, however, that too many trees have
ibeeni left standing. I laid it down as an
axioui that 'the clearing should ho sufficient
to permit of the use of modern machinery.
rhat has not been done in connection with
group settlemenits. I hope the cost of clear-
ing will lie kept down as far as possible,
because the G3overnmemnt have now had two
years' experience to guide themi in connec-
tion with clearing methods, and every pos-
sible system has been tried in variors parts
of the group settlement areas. Surely by now
we should know which is the most economical
system to be followed. in my Opinion it
should be possible to so control the expendi-
ture of money on clearing ais to assure non-
over capitalisation. Another matter relates
to cropping. Very successful potato crops
have been grown, althouph in %oine instances
other crops, including cereals, were not so
successful. I am concerned as to what is to
be charged regarding these crops. Will the
cost be debited against the groups?

The Premier: If it is for the benefit of the
groups.

Mr. PICKERING: In the case of failure,
it will be unfortunate for the group con-
cerned. I can point to one group where
the cereal crops did not go half a ton to
the acre. Where potato crops have been
grown, the land is heavily manured and that
is to the benefit of the mnin who has
cleared the holding. It was part of
the Premier's scheme to provide build-
ings for the settlers. 'When the first build-
ings were erected on Groups Nos. 3 and 4,
I was disappointed with the type adopted.
It was a gable over the larger -rooms, and a
skillion over the back roomis. The timber used
for linings and floorings was green. I sug-
gested it would be better to make a gable
roof over the whole building.

The Premier: That has been adopted long
ago.

Mr. PICKERLIM: It is a considerable ha-
provem eat. The latest type of noose is quite
satisfactory. The buildings ought to be corn-
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pleted before the coming tinter. The phase
of group settlement that concerns me is that
of capital. The success of the groups must be
based on dairying and kindred industries.
The cows provided should give from 200lbs.
to 300lbs. of butter fat per annum. The
average return from cows in Western Aus-
tralia is only lO0lbs. A system of herd test-
ing has been instituted. So far only four
herds in the South-West have been tested, but
it has been established by testing that the
standard could be raised to 5QOlbs. of butter
fat per annum.

The Premier: Ten lbs. per week!
Mr. PICKERING: That was told me by

your own expert.
The Minister for Agriculture: You hare

misunderstood the expert.
Mr. PICKERING: Nothing of the sort.
The CHAIRMAN: What is this leading

up to?
Mr. PICKERING: The improvement of

our dairy herds. I find nowv that the avetage
is even higher than I stated. The question is,
what is to be done to improve the existing
position? Where are we to get the cows for
the group settlers?

The 'Minister for Agriculture: We will
breed theum up gradually.

Mkr. PICKERING: But you should be pre-
pared to supply the group settleces with cows
as, soon as they are required. If we cannot get
oar average of butter fat up to 200lbs. or
SO0lbs., we shall not make group settlement
successful. No steps are being taken by the
Government to secure the necessary herds.

The Premier: You are not entitled to say
that. You have not even asked whether it is

Mr. PICKERING: Only the other day I
asked a question about maternity hospitals,
and got an insulting reply. I suggest to the
Government the desirability of offering a sub-
sidy to successful dairy farmers to induce
them to rear cattle for the group settlers.

The Minister for Agriculture: I suggest
that you look into your figures.

Mr. PICKERING: The Minister might
well take his own advice. Recently he gave us
an instance of a cow returning over 1,OO0lbs.
of butter fat' in a year.

The Minister for Agriculture: That was
the world's champion cow.

Mr. PICKERING: In New South Wales
they have herds yielding up to 5OQlbs. of but-
ter fat. We must improve our dairy herds,
and must provide silos so as to carry the cows
over the whole year.

Mr. Angelo: I saw only six silos in New
South Wale;, and they were not being fully
used.

Mr. PICKERING: I have 'here full official
information respecting the silos in New South
Wales.

Mn. Angelo: I saw only two down the
whole of the IBlawarra line.

Mr. PICKERING: The Premier in his
speech spoke of the time when he hoped the

groups would be producing apples, Under
the Agricultural Bank there is provision for
the establishment of orchards. Some atten-
tion should be given to the dire necessity
for assisting the fruit industry. According
to to-day's issue of the "Daily News," the
report of the president of the Western Aus-
tralian Fruitgrowers' Association meeting
in conference contained the following para-
graph-

This, taken in connection with the
rising cost of growing fruit, does not
point to a very satisfactory state of
affairs in the near future. In fact, look-
ing at the position from any point of
view, the outlook is indeed dark, and we
can only hope that something may occur
to improve matters; otherwise fruitgrow-
ing in Australia will be one of the indus-
tries which, in thu classical words of Mr.
Justice Higgins, "will have to be done
away with." Now if a primary industry
is to he allowed to get into such a poor
state that it can no longer be carried on,
it simply means that one of the founda-
tions and sources of our national wealth
will be deqtroycd.

The cause of browvn heart in apples has
been traced to bad handling in transit, and
it is satisfactory to know that it is not due
to any disease peculiar to our fruit. If we
are going to assist the fruitgrowers we must
eudvavour to reduce every charge bearing
on fruit. Recently the Press published the
basis of a new log for rural workers. This,
i f given effect to, will make fruitgrowing
aunpus-sible. In addition, fruitgrowers are
burdened with heavy railway freights. In
order to assist them, the Commrissioner of
Railways provided trucks at £1 per day each
from which to sell fruit. For some reuson
the charge has been increased to £2.

The 'Minister for Agriculture: There are
two attenidants with a truck. Do not you
think the charge reasonable?

Mr. PICKERI'.NGC: I think it would pay
the Government to reduce the charge, even
if a slight loss were incurred, in order that
fruitgruwers might secure payable prices.
Last year the fruitgrowers of Argyle and
other parts were able to make a, success of
the business, This year I fear they will be
unable to take it on.

The CHTAIRMAN: There is nothing in the
vote dealing with fruit.

Mr. PICKERING: The vote deals with the
development of agriculture, and fruit is an
important industry. A conference is being
held to endeavour to solve the problems con-
fronting the industry. The matter, too, is
engaging the attention of the Commonwealth
Government.

The Mfinister for Agriculture: You got all
that in during the discussion on the Rev-
enue Estimates.

,Mr. PICKERING: It is worth getting in
again. The industry is of great importance
to the State. People have put their all into
it, and the subject should not be dismissed
so lightly. If I had had an opportunity to
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speak on the general discussion, I would not
have spoken on this vote.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: That was your own
fault.

Mr. PICKERING : Special attention
should be directed to the carriage of fruit
from the port of shipment to its destination.
Self-registering thermometers are vitally
necessary to the success of the industry. It
is obvious that the output of fruit from
Western Australia is increasing, and steps
should be taken to ensure markets.

The CHAIRMAN: There is nothing in
the vote dealing with the transport of fruit.
You are wandering from the Estimates.

Mr. Marshall: That is hardly surprising
at this bour of the morning.

Mr. PICKERING: The vote deals with
further advances by the Agricultural Dank
and further assistance by the Industries
Assistance Board.

The CHAIRMAN: The Agricultural Dank
authorities do not transport fruit.

Mr. Teedale: They have nothing to do
with brown heart in apples, either.

The CHAIRMAN: You have had a lair
innings on the transport of fruit. You will
now refrain from making any further refer-
ence to it.

Mr. PICKERING: It is necessary that
feeder roads be constructed as early as
possible. During the winter the groups
were inaccessible, and now that new railway
sidings are being put in, provision should
be made to connect the groups with the
sidings. In many instances there bave been
no direct routes from the groups to the
sidings. Provision, too, must be made for
main roads. After the remarks passed at
an earlier stage of the debate regarding the
condition of the roads, I trust the Govern-
ment will recognise the importance of put-
ting the main roads into decent repair during
the summer, so that we shall not have
a repetition of last winter's experience.
I hope the Minister will take into considera-
tion the desirability of establishing at once
a definite policy for the provision of cattle
of the right type to the groups, and will se
that, when the groups are ready to be worked,
the cattle are available. The price of cattle
in the Eastern States is high. It is only
natural that dairymen owning good stock
should not part with what they have if they
can help it. The Government, however, should
subsidise people in this State who possess
good herds, with a view to encouraging gem
to furnish cattle to the groups. This would
be a good scheme anid would overcome the
present difficulty.

Mr. Latharn: I would not support a scheme
to subsidise them.

Mr. PICKERING: I am indifferent as to
what the hon. member would support.

Mr. A. THOMSON (Katanning) (3.12]i
With regard to abattoirs, we might from the
economic point of view consider the advisa-
bility of adopting the system in use in South
Australia. In that State there is one set of

metropolitan abattoirs, from which all the
meat for the metropolitan area is drawn and
distributed by motor insulated vans. This
system is miles ahead of ours. We have three
different abattoirs supplying the requirements
of the people of Perth.

lon. W. C. Angwin: We do not want to
pay more for or meat. This proposed altera-
tion would considerably increase the cost.

Mr. A. THOMSONt I am not sure of that.
It should be more economical than the present
system and should save three sets of overhead
charges on the three abattoirs. If we could
concentrate on one abattoir we would Have
money.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: The South Australian
meat is the highest priced in Australia.

Mr. A. THOMSON: I have been over the
abattoirs in South Australia and think they
are ahead of ours in Frenmantle. If we are
going to establish one set of abattoirs in. Mid-
land Junction and expend money on abattoirs
at South Fremantle as well, it is not a sound
business or economic proposition. I protest
against the expenditure of money in the build-
ing of abattoirs at Midland Junction.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Where do you want
to build them?

Mr. A. THOMSON: The Government pro-
pose to use the Fremantle Freezing Works.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Monger again.
Mr. A. THOMSON: I do not hold any

brief for Monger, and have never discussed
this matter with him. I aim dealing with the
matter from a business point of view. If the
facilities at the Fremantle cool stores and
freezers are sufficient for the requirements of
the metropolitan area, we should not expend
loan moneys in building abattoirs at Midland
Junction and in building another set at Fro.
mantle.

Mr. Teesdale: They are fine works.
Mr. A. THOMSON: It would be more

economical to build one abattoir somewhere
in the metropolitain area and leave Fremantle
alone. If we are going to get efficient ad-
ministration and look after the interests of
the consumers, it will be better to have the
whole of our killing operations concentrated
in one centre. Properly insulated motor vans
could be utilised and meat could be delivered
in good condition to any part of the area. It
disgusts one to see meat passing through the
streets of Perth covered merely by a small
sheet and exposed to dust and flies. This is
neither healthy nor hygienic. If the Govern-
ment intend to spend money on abattoirs at
Midland Junction they should make these do
for the whole of the metropolitan area.

Hon. W. C. Ang-win: There is no money
here for abattoirs.

Mr. A. THOMSON: The hon. member
should read his Estimates. Itemn 54 of the
Estimates sets out the position.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: It says, 'cool stores.''
Mr. A. THOMSON: It reads-

Freman tle Robb 's Jetty, prevention of
sand drift; Fremantle Cold Stores, comn-
mencenient of constructionj Midland June-
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tion abattoir-s, commencement of construe-
tier'; and other works as may be author-
ised.
lion. W. U. Angwin: There are abattoirs

at ".lifllnd Junction now.
Mr. A. THOMSON: The item also deals

with work in progress. Y know there are
abattoirs in Mfidland Junction. In the inter-
ests of the metropolitan area and a cheaper
meat supply, instead of the Government es-
tablishing several different abattoirs, we should
adopt the South Australian system of one
central cooling place and chilling chambers
and delivering the meat in first-class. condi-
tion by means of insulated motor vans. To-
dlay I think eveun the member for North-East
Fremnantle will agree there is no comparison
between the conditions under which meat is
killed in the metropolis of South Australia,
and the conditions here.

.1r. Hu ghes- You have got very sympathetic
towards the metropolitan area all at once.

Mr. A. THOMSON: T do not iwish to see
our present system perpetuated. I have not
visited the 'Midland Junction abattoirs, but I
hove recently seen those at Sonth 'Fremantle.
No doubt the killing there is dlone as cleanly
and as expeditiously as is possible under the
conditions. But I recommend members who
have seen the conditions at South F'remantle
to go, if possible, and see the conditioas under
which slaughtering is performed in South
Australia. Large sums of money are to be
voted for road construction. I have no objec-
tion to the construction of roads, but we have
as yet no detailed information regarding the
proposed expenditure of the money. The
items which are supposed to deal with land
settlement of soldiers include such things as
Herdsman 's Lake drainage completion, access
to eaves road, Bruce Rock road, and so
forth. Then there are such things as fur-
ther advances to the Agricultural ]Bank, Peel
Estate development, and purchase of estates.
I do not say that al those things are not in
order, but we are dealing with a sum of
money totalling £400,000, end the Government
have not deemed it necessary to give the Com-
mittee detailed information. The Minister
might have indicated how much of the vote is
to be devoted to each of these things. We are
told, and no doubt we shall be telling the
people during the general election, that West-
ern Australia has government of the people by
the people for the people. Yet this huge e%-

-penditure is submitted to the Committee with-
out the Inecessary details. For a college of
agriculture the Government propose to spend
£15,000 out of loan money. That expenditure
has been required for some time. On agri-
cultural immigration £20,000 is to be spent
from loan funds, and all the information
given with regard to the matter is 'passages,
pe.'' Pa sages for whom?

Hon. w. C. Angwia: I thought the Comi-
mnonwealth paid the passages.

Mr. A. THOMSON: 1, too, was under that
impression.

The Premier: That arnount is for fares
within the 4State.

Mr. A. THOMSON: 1 am glad to have
secured that information. No doubt I am
being viewed to-night as a6 carping critic, but
with all respect, I maintain that in dealing
with such large sums of money, members are
entitled to more information than can be
gleaned from these Estimates. True, the
Premier made a general statement when intro-
ducing the Estimates, and dealt fully with
the various phases. He said so much was to
be spent on public utli~ties, so much on
land settlement, and so much in other direc-
tions. Speaking for myself, I believe that
considerarbie time would be saved if the Pre-
mier would give a little information respect-
ing the questions on which I have touched.

Mr. ANGELO (Gascoyne) 13.28]. 1 in-
tended to say a good deal on this vote, hut
the hour i~s late. I wish to compliment the
Premier on his Loan Eatinuatvs, which are in
keeping with his bold policy for developing
the State. It is especially pleasing to be told
that no less than £2,089,000 of the total is
nut to be spent as loan moneys are usually
spent, but treated as advances, which will
be repsaid, to that extent placing the State in
the position of a hanker relatively to a tus-
tomer.

Ron. W. C. Angwin: I heard that 20 years
ego.

Mr. ANGELO: Then the hon. member can
hear it again. It is also pleasing to note
that not less than £10,637,000 of our loan
moneys to date is on the same footing. In
all pamphlets and booklets published by the
State, the fact that over £E10,O00,000--or, at
the end of the current year, over £13,000,Ouu
-of our loan moneys is represented by ad-
vances to be repaid, should be mentioned. It
means that a fifth of our lean indebtedness is
really not money spent but money advanced,
on which interest is being paid to the State.
I may remind the Cunumittee, that sinking
fund is being provided on this amount in the
same way as on other loan moneys. Thus a
reserve is being created, sufficient eventually
to cover all losses which may he made in ad-
vancing money to settlers.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: That yarn might be
all right to tell somebody over on the other
side.

Mr. ANGELO: I would particularly urge
the Premier to give due consideration to thre
encouragement of wool production. Much
money, we know, is being spent in the pro-
duction of more fruit. Fruit is difficult to
market. Again, dairying, when we overtake
our local demand, will necessitate the finding
of markets.

Capt. Carter: flow long will that take?
Mr. ANGEKLO:- It will take a few years.

Then, again, markets will have to he found
for our wool and our wheat. We hare heard
recently that Rtussia has begun to send wheat
to other parts of the world.

Capt. Carter: Why not turn our attention
to the export of flourY

Mr. ANGELO: I suggest that a consider-
able portion of the money the State is lend-
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lag should he devoted to increasing our wool
production.

lion. W. C. Angwia: They were talking
about dumping wool a few years ago!

Mr. ANGELO: Yesterday our wool sold
locally brought the record price of a farthing
over 3s. a lb. Murchison wool, which three or
four years ago sold at 10d. a lb., changed
hands yesterdapy at 2s. 8142 d. Australia, with
her saill population, is already growing 75
uitr cent, of the mnerino wool of the world. NO
-other country can compare with us in that
line. In other wools we produce 24 per cent.
of the world's clip. ]During the recent trip
through the Murchison district those of as who
know something about sheep country were as-
tonished to find such a fine pastoral district
there. We were told there were 23,00,000
acres of goodmipastoral land in the Leonora
and] Lennonville districts and the areas
north of Menzies. That country has a rain-
fall of 1n inches as compared with 91/1 inches
in the (Jasvoyne aren, while water can be
found at depths varying from 3ft, to 4Oft.
These arc shallow depths, and we were told the
settlers could get water anywhere they chose
to sink for it. The district is running about
4.,000 cattle only at the present time. The
Minister for Agriculture has wisely set aside
various areas throughout the State where dif-
ferent types4 of dairy rattle are to be bred.
That system should, be extended so that we
shall have r attle -growing areas and other
portion left for sheep breeding That will.
encourage production of wool.

Capt. Carter: What will it cost to eradi-
cate the dogs?

'Mr. ANGELO: The cost of changing over
from cattle to sheep in such a large area
must necessitate the eradication of dogs.

Ron. WV. C'. Augwia: There is no itemn
dealing with dlogs in these Estimates.

'Mr. ANGELO: The vote deals with the
development of agriculture, and it is necessary
if we are to develop that part of the State
and make available 23,000,000 acres for sheep,
that protection shall be afforded against dogs
which to-day are being bred on unalienated
Government land. This means that the Gov-
ernment are morally responsible and should
assist in the eradication of the pest

Hon. W. C. Angwin: On a point of order,
there is nothing in the Loan Estimates regard-
ing dogs. That should have been dealt with
uoder the Revenue Estimates.

Mr. ANGELO: I am emphasising the neces-
sity for the dxvelopment of agriculture, and
this vote relates to that matter.

The CHAIR3MAN: The vote is for the de-
velopment of agriculture.

Mr. ANGELO: Under that heading I am
surely in order in referring to the necessity
for getting rid of dogs son that this large
area may h-e developed.

Mr. ('he-sn: What about chaining them
up?

Mr. A'NGELO: It would not e-at the Gov-
ernment very much if they advanced money
to the settlers on long term4 to enahle them
to fence their holding-

I-on. W. C2. Angn-in: You had one fence
at Carnarvon, you know!

Mr. AINGELO: I am not talking shout that;
I sin talking about a new province. if the
policy I sugges4t we-re adopted, the sheep car-
rying capacity of the State would be vastly
increased, nil it would wean the production
if at least an additional 10,011,114H) lbs4. Of

wool, whiche at iH. 6il. a lb. would represi-ut
£750,4 1110 mnore annually for Western ALIS-
tralia. It would mean. that the railways would
carry 3,0100 tons of wool i-vervyvar, the pres-
eat rate for which is £-4 Is. per ton. In ad-
tlitian to that, at least 300',00ii sheep would
be brought Ilowa at a payable rate. I ask the
lPremiler to give sympathetic consideration to
the requiremecnts ot the p~eople in the :irrats
referred to.

The 'Minister for Agrioultur-: That is al-
ready being considered.

Mlr. ANGELO: By providing tor fi-ncing,
this vast tract of excelle-nt pastoral. country
would be brought into use. A fence running
uorth and south Would cut out the spitnifex
country ihere the dogs are- bre-eding at prc8-
i-nt. Regarding the North-West, I am pleasevd
that the P1remier states the Goverament in-
tend to make :i start with cotton growing.
I suggest that experimental tartas should be
started in the 'North. The Premier assured
us that when he starts the develojim'-nt af
the North it will go with a-

Capt, Carter: Raag!
Mr. ANGELO: That expiresses what I mean.

With the establishment of a few experimental
farms the Government and the settlers would
know from experience what ran be grown
thtere and be ready for the prtomaisedl Fig dv.,
Velopumeat.

Hon. W, C, Ang win: I see £V,000 here, Out
of four millions.

Mr, ANGELO: I am pleased to we that the
policy of the Premier is to be t-srried out,
ais is made evident by these Estimati-s.

ltrai-battir, eta., £OO
lion. W. C. ANOWIN. We have three

abattoirs at Fretuntle. The Westralian Meat
Exijort Company have their works consider-
ably farther out. If the G1overnment inte-nd to
lead this coinpany another £15,000 or £20,000
tn provide for the killing of cattle for our own
vonsumption, the price of meat in thev Metro-
politan area will rise considerably.

The Premier: No, it will not.
Hon. WV. (,. AO N:But it will. T dis-

cused this with a butcher to-day, sod he told
ate definitely the pt-lie of memit must go Up.
MV informant said hie was willing to lease
tile North Fremantle abattoirg, put thema in
gmood order and condition and pay a snbstakn-
Htio rental. At present the shattoirs by reason
of their neglected condition are a nuisance to
the nciizhbourhooil. The Westralian Minet F%
port Co. have had neurly £100,000 from
the State. Whether or not the Govern ment
intend to grant the ailditional advance in
order to save what the company las alread 'v
hail, I do not know, but T do not see why " e
should close flown other ,tbattoirq in the dig-
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triet and lend all this money to the compa ny
when we already have the required conven-
iences. The Mfinister for Agriculture, no
doubt, will give us reasons why the company
should get this extra assistance. We have al-
ready loaned this company quite sufficient,
nearly £100,000, and it is time the company
were looking out for themselves, The Govern-
ment made a mistake in building the abattoirs
at South Fremntle, because they are too far
from the shipping.

Mr. A Thomson: If the Government would
allow outsiders to take up shares, they could
renlise all their money.

Hon. W. C. ANOGWIN: Nonsense! Nobody
wilt put money into meat works just now.
The Estimates provide for an advance of
an additional £15,000 to this company. It
will mean closing down abattoirs in the
Fremnantle district owned by private people
and others owned by the Government. They
are all to be rendered useless in order that
we may give this favoured company another
£15,000! If we had cold storage at Pre-
mantle, I should have no fear whatever for
the existing abattoirs, because we could then
get meat from Wyndham to compete against
the product of the company's abattoirs.
The time will come when we shall have cold
stores at Fremnantle and meat from Wynd-
hamn. There will then be no necessity for
this £15,000 advance.

The Minister for Agriculture : We get
Wyndham meat now, but the people will not
eat it.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: They will get over
that prejudice. Moreover, we shall be get-
ting chilled meat, instead of frozen meat.
1 object to the advance of £15,000 to this
company, for the company has had sufficient
from the State, and the State gets nothing
but abuse from the company. No wonder the
member for Katanning (Mr. A. Thomson)
put up his argument in favour of this com-
panly.

Mr. A. Thomson: I was not dealing with
the company.

Hon. W. C, ANGWIN: The hon. member
advocated] closing down the other abattoirs,
and he instanced Sooth Australia. Does
the bon. member know that when those
abattoirs in South Australia were built, the
price of meat went up by 1d. per lb.? The
Westralian. Meat Export Co. could not
carry on under the same conditions as
obtained at Adelaide, because they have not
either the fittings or the money. We have
modern abattoirs at Midland Junction, but
we are told that additions, including cold
stores, are required. I object to the Gov-
ernment advancing any more money to the
Westralin Meat Export Co. The other
two abattoirs will do very well for years
without expending any more of the State's
money. I enter my protest against advancing
this money because it will mean a further
increase in the price of meat.

Lieut.-Colonel Denton: I move-
That thet Cammittee do nowe divide.

M otion put and negatived.

The MI1NISTER FOR AGRICULTURE: It
would not be possible to continue for any
length of time with our present abattoirs.
The Midland Junction abattoirs were de.
signed in 1912 oi 1913 and completed in
1914, and they are altogether inadequate for
killing and for the up-to-date service re-
quired. We shall have to close down at
M idland Junction under any circum-
stances in order to make further addi-
tions, hut n-c shall then be faced with
the serious problem of concentrating all the
killing at the Fremantle abattoirs. To cope
with that we have had to enter into negotia-
tions with the Westralian 'Meat Export
Co0. for a lease of their abattoirs. We pro-
pose to erect at Midland Junction at a cost
of approximately £40,000 additional killing
space, mutton house and pig house, and to
establish chilling facilities, which are found
at all metropolitan abattoirs throughout
Australia except ours. To make these addi-
tions the Midland works will be closed down
for probably six months and the Govern-
ment have thought it wise, seeing we are
largely interested in the Freman tie freezing
works, that what is known] as the local
killing portion of those works should be
comp~leted. Then we shall be able to employ
up-to-date methods for killing both at Mid-
land Junction and at the Fremantle freez-
ing works. The Government will take a lease of
those works. With the proposed expenditure on
the Midland abattoirs and sale yards, the
capital cost will then stand at approximately
£94,595. This will also include the amount
standing in the books against the cost of
the North Fremantle abattoirs and sale
yards, which will be scrapped. Owing to
the bad state of repair of most of the plant
at the North Fremantle. abattoirs, we. loit;
between £600 and £E800 last year.

Hon. WV. C. Angwin : Baker Bros. will
lease them and put them in good order for
you.

The MINISTER FORl AGRICULTURE:
We cannot have two sets of altattoirs for
killing. The work must be under control.
Under the new scheme we shall provide the
butchers with 24 hours' free chilling accom-
modation, which will place them on an equal
footing and give much better facilities for
the regular employment of slaughtermen and
for taking the meat from the abattoirs to
their shops under proper conditions. Mem-
hers must know that the conditions at the
Midland Junction and Fremnantlo abattoirs
in summer time are almost intolerable,

Mr. A. Thomson: A disgrace to Western
Au~tralia.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
As soon as the hides are dressed off the ear-
cases, the meat is thrown hot on to lorries
and brought down exposed to dust and flies.
In many instances much of the meat on arriv-
ing in Perth is unfit. for human consumption.
It turns green. We hope to be able to ob-
viate this under a proper service with chilling
accommodation, because the butchers will not
be rushed to take their meat away. They can
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take it in the cool of the evening or at any
hour to suit themselves. We should be able
to take the meat over the railway to a central
Government depot, so that we shall rot have
heavy motor lorries cuttiat up the roads as
they are doing to-day.

Mr. A. Thomson: Are there any insulated
VaMS?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE: 1
suppose they %ill be provided in time. we
cannot have two sets of conditions operating.
We provide the individual butchers with floor
apace and the butchers employ their own men
and do their own killing. At present
the small butcher is hamppered because,
owing to the limited chilling accom-mnodation for his carry-over, ho has
no chance of competing again~st the man that
is better established. He will then he on a
footing almost equal to that of the larger
butcher. I stress the point that the employ-
ment of slaughtermen will be regular. They
will not be required to work overtime for a
couple of days and then be unemployed for
some days, as happens at present. The cost
of providing the facilities under the proposed
conditions and leasing the works at Fremantle
w'ill he less thant onec-tenth of a penny per
pound on the meat slaughtered in the metro-
politan area The new system cannot conmc
into operationl for 12 or 18 months, and that
is why only a small provision is made n these
Estimates. We cannot close the Midland
Junction ahattoirs until the Fremantle ahat-
toirs arc ready to undertake the slaughtering.
Compared with the cost of operating the three
ahhttoirs at Fremantle, namely the Union,
Anchorage and North Fremantle ahattoirs, we
shall effect the following savings: Wages,
£E940; repairs, etc., £535; fuel, light and
water, £506; telephone, insurance, siding
charges, etc., £200; a total of £2,180 per an-
nUM.

Ron. W. C. Angwin: Are your staff cost-
ing all that? If they are, you ought to clear
them out.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE-
We are now paying rent and taxes equal to
£1,553 per annum for the Anchorage and
Union ahattoirs. This also will be saved
Approximately half the slaughtering will in
future be done at MKidland Junction andth
other half at Fremantle. The cost of operat-
ing the Fremantle abattoirs is £8,524 peran
nnm. The cost of operating Fremantle when
the three existing abattoirs are closed and w
occupy the meat works, will, including the
sale yards, be £11,130.

Eon. W. C. Angwia: That is an increase
of £3,000.

The MIISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
The old abattoirs at Fremantle will cost a lot
of money to place in a proper state of repair,
and they still would possess no cooling facili-
ties.

lion. W. C. Angwin: They are going to
spend 115,000 as well.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
We are lending that amount. The price it is

proposed to pay as Tent to the meat works
is £7,000 per annum. This is considered to
be very reasonable in view of the services
that will he rendered. These services include
the maintenance of the necessary temperatures
in the chillers; the supply of water and steam
for all requirements; the supply and main-
tenance of unloading platform for stock yards,
shin shed, hide shed, electricity for lighting
and power, and space for the disposal of bye-
products. If we had to perform the wihole of
the work, that the meat "%orks company is pre-
pared to do, for £E7,000, the cost to us would
be £9,412, made up as follows: Wngeii for
chillers, engine-drivers, bye-products, slaugh-
ter-house maintenance, £2,442; electricity for
light and power, £2,800.

Ruon. WV. C. Angwin: Electricity £2.800-
bunkum!

The MINISTER FOR AGRICU!LTURE:
It is not bunkum. This is to keep the chilling
rooms at the temperature required.

lion. W. C. Angwvin: It did not cost the
harbour trust that amount last year for elec-
tricity.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Other items are: fuel for steam and water,
£300; chemicals, £320; insurance, £,100; re-
pairs, etc., and maintenance, £250; and in-
terest and depreciation on £25,000 at 12
per cent., £:3,000. The capital cost of that
portion of the works, taking all these items
into account, would be £9,412.

MrT. Hughes: £9,000 worth of services.
The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:

There is a saving of £2,180 which we make
by closing the other abattoirs, and there is
a saving of £1,553 for rent we pay to-day to
the Union and Anchorage abattoirs, which
will in future be discontinued.

Hon. W. C. Augwin: The cost of elec-
tricity is nearly double that of the cost of
the current supplied to the Perth trains.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Paragraphs of the agreement between the
company and the Government are as fol-
lows: -

The company hereby demises to the Mini-
ister those portions as described in the
first schedule hereto of the premises de-
ined to the Company by the recited lease

to hold to the Minister and his assigns for
the term of ten years from the day

Of , One thousand nine hundred and
twenty four at the rent of seven thousand
pounds per annum payable as hereinafter
provided to the intent that the Governor
may uinder and subject to the Abattoirs
Act, 1909, establish, maintain, and man-
age an abattoir on such portion of the
Company's premises as is hereby demnised
to the Msinister.

It is agreed that the company shall have
the exclusive use of the section of the works
on which they do their export killing.

Subject as aforesaid and notwithstand-
ing anything contained in the recited lease
to the contrary the premises hereby de-
maised may be used by the 'Minister as a
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public abattoir under and subject to and
for the purposes of the Abattoirs Art
1909.

The company covenants with the 31inis.
ter as follows :-(a) That it wvill at all
times during the term of this demise at
its own cost keep the chilling rooms at
such temperature not lowcr than twenty-
eight degrees Fahrenheit as the Minister
may require. (b) That it will provide to
the; reasonable satisfaction of the Minister
at its own cost: (i.) A separate and dis-
tinct unloading platform for livestock.
(ii.) A separate antd distinct section of
lairages and yards fitted with feed anl
water troughs wvith wvater laid on. (iii.) A
skin drying shted with facilities (other than
labour) for removing the skins from the
slaughter floor to the shed. (iv.) A shed
for salting and stacking hides. (v-) Water
supply for all requirements including water
for stock being held for slaughter. (vi.)
Electric c-urrent for power and lighting
purposes. (vii.) Supply of steam for heat-
ing water necessary for scalding pigs,
washing downi, and so forth. (viii.) Fa-
cilities (other than labour) with necessary
power required for the removal of all
blood, and sheep, lamb and pig paunehes.
Provided that the supply of electric light
and power will be subject to the provisions
of the Company's agreement within the
Fremantle Municipal Tramways and Elec-
tric Lighting Board. In this clause
''separate and distinct"s means separate
and distinct from that section of the abat-
toir of which the Company is to have the
exclusive use.

In addition to the said rent as hereby
reserved, the following by-products shall
become the property of the company: All
blood and the paunch contents of all ani-
mals and also the psunches of all sheep,
lambs and pigs.

The company will if required by the Mimn-
ister purchase at current prices all other
offal and condemned carcases.

The company covenants with the Min-
ister:- (a) That it wrill. at all times keep
the premises hereby demised and the equip-
ment thereof in good and substantial re.
pai r. (b) That it will insure against fire
and during such time as the premises are
wholly or partially unfit for use from dam-
age by fire rent for the time being or a
proportionate part thereof as the case may
be, shall cease to be payable until the
damage is made good. (c) That it will
furnish quarterly returns showing the
number of carcases of stock slaughtered
by the company at the abattoir and of the
number exported out of Australia by the
company or by purchasers from the com-
pany.

The Minister covenants with the com-
pany that the Minister will pay the said
annual rent of Seven thousand pounds
hereby reverved by equal quarterly instal-
ments of One thousand seven hundred and
fifty pounds on the day of

the day of the dlay of
and the day of

in every year,
The company further covenants with the

Mlinister: (a) That the Minister shall have
the option to renew this lease at the ex-
piration of the said term for a further
term of ten years at a rent and subject to
conditions to be mutually agreed upon and
in case of disagreement to be fixed by ar-
bitration. (b) That if during the term of
this lease or any extension thereof ad-
ditions are made by the Company for abet-
toir purposes to the premises hereby de-
iised the Company will if so desired by
the 'Minister extend this lease to such aa-
ditions subject to the reservations to the
Company and payment by the Minister of
an increased rental to be fixed in ratio to
the cost of such additions to the coat ot
the premises hereby demised.

The company is indebted to the Crown
for moneys already advanced and further
moneys are to be hereafter advanced, and it
is agreed that four-seenths of the rent here-
by agreed to be paid may ba retained by
the Minister and paid to the Crown against
interest on the moneys aforesaid, but the
balance of three-sevenths shall be paid to
the company and no part thereof shall be
deducted by or paid to the Crown.
Hon. W. C. Angwin: If no interest is paid

what will you do?
The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:

We take four-sevenths of the £7,000.
Mr. Huighes: We arc going to give them

another 115,000.
The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:

Wle will be giving £15,000 only uinder this
agreement.

Mr. Hughes: They are £5,000 in arrears
for interest for last year.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
The last paragraph of the agreement reads:

Tils agreement shall not come into
operation unless Parliament shall during
its present session pass the vote for Fifteen
thousand pounds which the Minister pro-
poses to advance to the company nor un-
til the Minister has obtained the approval
of the Governor in Executive Council to
this agreement and this agreement shall
commence when the Minister has advised
the company that such approval has been
given.

It will be at least 18 months, probably two
years, before we can expect an up-to-date
abattoirs. service to be provided for Perth
on this basis. Our requirements have alto-
gether outgrown the provision made by the
building of the present smell abattoirs at
Midland Junction. When the proposal now
before us has been carried out, we shall have
a modern hygienic service which will be better
controlled, and at the same time will save
a large amount in cost of inspection, as at
present the Health Department have to
keep their inspectors running to and fro be-
tween abattoir and ahattoir. Rifling will be
con-fined to two abattoirs andI there will be
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a better service to the public involving no ad-
ditional cost, because under the system pro-
posed the butchers will get facilities which
certainly they have not to-day.

[Mr. Angelo tcook the Chair.)

Mr. HUGHES: It is grossly unfair
that the Committee should be asked at
this hour of the morning to deal with
so important a matter as the ten-years'
lease here in question. This is sprung upon
us without our being allowed a moment to
consider the terms of the proposed lease, or
to review the circunhstances. I intend to wove
a reduction of the vote by £15,000, being the
amount which the Government propose to lend
to the firm concerned. The Minister has said
that of the £7,000 rent reserved to the con-.
pany not more than four-sevenths can be with-
held from the company. Now, the Auditor
General's report for the past financial year
states-

The amount of £93,000 has been advanced
to this company (West Australian Meat Ex-
port Co., Ltd.) and charged to the loan vote
''Assistance to Settlers, Industries, etc.''
A sum of £20,000 was advanced in 1920-21,
£72,000 in 1921-22, and £1,000 in 1929 00

The advances carry interest as ubuer:-
£60,000-5%, per cent; Z33,000-6%A per
cent. The rate of 5% per cent, is % per
cent, below the minimunm fixed by the In-
dustries Assistance Act.
The Minister for Agriculture: But the act-

ual services the company havre to render more
than cover the three-sevenths retained. The
cost of power and so forth will be much
greater than the three-sevenths.

Mr. HUGHES: But what about the £7,000
worth of services?

The Minister for Agriculture? You are argu-
ing on a different basis altogether.

Mr. HUGHES: In regard to the rate of
interest, the conmpany are already receiving
a concession that is granted to no one else.
The Minister tells us that he proposes to lend
the company £15,000.

The Mfinister for Agriculture: For this par-
ticular purpose.

Mir. HUGHES: It is a loan to the company
for which the company become liable to the
State.

The M~inister for Agriculture: Yes, for this
particular purpose.

Mir. HUGHES: What does the purpose mat-
tedl The money is headed over to the com-
pany, and it matters not what purpose it is
used for-the company become indebted to the
State to that extent. The Auditor General
further states:-

One year's interest, amounting to £5,439
13s. Od., is in arrear.

At present the company are not paying their
interest. They paid their last interest bill
by borrowing money from the Government.

The Minister for Agriculture: That was
money for freezing works.

Mr. HUGHES: But it is the same company.
Now we are told the company are to render

certain services to the Government for which
services the eompany are to receive £7,000,
of which amount the Government cannot with-
hold more than £4,000. The company's an-
nual interest bill is already nearly £.5,500.
The Government propose to hand over to the
company another £.15,000, which will bring
the annual interest bill up to approximately
£6,300. If the company default in payment
of their interest to the Government, and the
Government owe the company £7,000, then, in-
stead of doing what any ordinary business
man would do, set off one liability against
the other, the Government will be compelled to
pay over £3,000 to the company. That is no
way to manage the finances of the State.

Hoa. W. 0. Angwin: It is the way to man-
age with this company.

Mfr. HUGHES: Would the Minister pursue
such a course in his private business?

The Minister for Agriculture: The company
cannot remain in default for ever. If they
did that, they would become bankrupt.

My. HUGHES: And who will lose then?
The State. Can the M~inister state the amount
of private capital invested in the company?

The Premier: About £E70,000.
Mr. HUGHES: And the Government are

-. ,gin a total of £108,000. They have
already lent the company £93,000. The State
has more money in that concern than any-
body else has, nmore than the total invested by
the shareholders. Last year the company,
having defaulted their interest, borrowed
from the Government money to pay that in-
terest, and also to pay directors' fees, From
the Auditor Qceral'a report it appears further
that the company were supplied by the Gov-
ermnent with a compressor, worth £12,000,
and that this compressor was debited against-
the Wyndhiam Meat Works, It follows that
the Wyndham Meat Works will have to pay
interest oft the amount next year. I do not
know that this proposition is sound business.
No doubt it is good business from the com-
pany 's point of view.

The Minister for Agriculture: It is all right.
Mr. HUGHES: I am not prepared to say

that it is all right or that it is all wrong.
But I do not think it fair to ask members to
cast a vote on this proposal at 4.20 am.

The Premier: I bet the hon. member knows
aill about the proposal.

Mr. HUGHES: I have never seen the con-
tract. The first I heard of it was when the
Minister read a few extracts from it to-night.

The Minister for Agriculture: You can have
a look at the contract,

M1r. HUGHES: I am not like the Minister.
I cannot grasp such a contract in ten minutes.

The Minister for Agriculture: It is very
simple.

Mr. HUGHES: Simple contracts want look-
ing into as well as complicated contracts.
The Minister said that £7,000 had to be paid
to the company for certain services. Thus,
he says,' if the State had to carry out the
services to be rendered, it would cost £9,000,
whereas the company can provide them for
£7,000.
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The Minister for Agriculture: We have
made a good agreement with the company.

Mr. HUGHES: I am not prepared to admoit
that, because members have not had any
chance of deciding that for themselves. The
v-ote ia going through at breakneck speed
after 4 o'clock in the morning, when only
a handful of members are present.

M r. Pickering: You are responsible for
'keeping the House now.

Mir. HUTGHES: I am responsible for
keeping members awake. The member for
Sussex wasted hours with trivialities.

Mr. A. Thomson: We asked for progress
to be reported hours ago.

Mr. HUGHES: I do not care if we deal
with this at 6 a.m. or 8 p.m. We are not
justified in agreeing to the vote owing to
the special circumstances. It is not fair for
the Government to ask us to do so. Lots of
us have heard about this matter for the first
time.

The Minister for Agriculture: You -were
told about the loan when the 'Estimates
were introduced.

Mr. HUGHES: The Premier said he in-
tended to advance the company £15,000.

The Minister for Agriculture: We have
to advance the money in order to complete
the abattoirs so that we may use them.

Mr. HUGHES: The Government could
take over the premises as mortgagee and
foreclose. I would not expect the Govern-
ment to do that without some conscience.
The Government have ;E90,000 invested
against the company's £70,000. In those
circumstances, seeing that the company have
defaulted already, the Government could
foreclose and make an equitable arrange-
ment with the company.

The Premier: We do not want the damned
thing.

Mr. HUGHES: If the works are no
good-

The Minister for Agriculture: The works
are all right and they ire needed in the
State.

Mr. HUGHES: Then it is funny tlint the
Government are required to still advance
money and finance the works.

The Minister for Agriculture - Once in,
always in, so far as the Government are
concerned.

Mr. HUGHES: That is what I am object-
ing to. The Government are being made a
stalking horse by the company. As
"Smith's Weekly" would say, the Govern-
ment stand for "Drimmy'

The Minister for Agriculture : There is
good value for all the money we have in the
works; you need not worry about that.

Mr. A. Thomson: Haa the member for
East Perth ever been down there?

Mr. HUGHES: Has the member for
Katanning? And if he has been there, could
hie say whether the value was there for the
State's money?

Mr. A- Thonmson: I have a pretty good
idea..

Hon. W. C. Angwin: This is the only time
the member for Katanning has been in
agreement with the Minister for Agriculture
to-night.

Member: Can't you see the reason for it?
Hon. W. C, Angwia: Of course; Monger

is concerned in this business.
Mr. A. Thomson: In any case, this is the

only time you have been against the Gov-
ernment to-night.

Mr. HUGHES: I could understand the
Government coming to the assistance of the
company if the directors were in need of
funds. Monger is not short of money. At
the time this deal went through, he was
founding the Perpetual Trustee Company.

The Minister for Agriculture: There are
several shareholders in that concern.

Mr. HUGHES: Monger is, if not chairman
of directors, at least a prominent individual
in connection with both companies.

lRon. W, C. Angwin: What salary does
he draw as a director of the freezing works?

The Minister for Agriculture: He does not
want to keep all his eggs in one basket.

Mr. HUGHES : The company has de-
faulted in connection with its interest pay-
mnents. Why cannot the Government deduct
that amount from the amount they are ad-
vancing to the company? Why should the
Government not deduct the £4,000 owing
and allow the interest bill to go up another
£E2,000?

The Premier: We will make them pay up
all1 right.

Mr. HUGHES: Why cannot you do that
now?9

Mr. McCallum: Why not lend them the
money again to pay the interest owing to
the Government? -

Mr. Lutey: Yes, out of this £15,000.
Mr. H1UGHES: Are the directors' fees in

arrears?
Mr. Pickering: That would be a serious

matter.
Mr. HUGHES: It is not reasonable for

the Minister to expect us to pass this vote.
The Minister for Agriculture: I am not

responsible for the matter being dealt with
at this early hour of the morning.

Thi, Premier: And the member for East
Perth knew all about it long ago!

Mr. HUGHES: Is it fair to the State to
agree to this payment?

The Minister for Agriculture: Yes.
AiLr. Pickering: Will you agree to report

progress?
Mr. HEUGHES: The bon. member has been

opposing the Government all night. If he
does not desire to support the Government,
why does he not step across to the Opposi-
tion cross-benches. Why usurp the function
of the Opposition 7

The Premier : We are not leasing the
Country Party members!

Mr. HUGHES: The Minister for Agricul-
ture distinctly stated that there was provi-
sion for a shed for hides! I thought that
is where the Country Party members came
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in. Those hon. members have been usurping
the function of the Opposition because their
boss's interests are involved.

Mr. Lutey: They will get the cane if they
do not adopt that attitude.

Mr. HUGHES: In order to prevent the
payment of £15,000 being made to Mfonger
and the others concerned in the Westralian
Meat Export Coy., Ltd., I move an amend-
met-

That thre item be rcduoed by £15,000.

Mr. A. THOMSON: I should like to know
whether this request for £,15,000 came from
the company or whether the advance was
proffered by the Government. The member
for East Perth (Mr. Hughes) has moved to
reduce the vote by £.15,000.

-.%r. Underwood: Who is the member for
East Perth I

Air. Hughes: He is not a drunken sot like
you, anyhow.

Mir. A. THOMSON: I should like to know
whether the money is intended to assist the
company or to assist the State.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE: I
have already told the House the position. We
have had to close down at Midland Junction
pending alterations and additions. The Wes-
tralian 'Meat Export Co. have but little capi-
tal left over from the operations of last sea-
son, and owing to the high price of lambs
in the metropolitan market they have done
very little operating this season. We had to
obtain space elsewhere for the concentration
of slaughtering, and the Westralian Meat Ex-
port Works wiere the only works available.
The company said that if we wanted the
works we should have to advance the money
necessary to complete the lower portion of
the works for slaughtering.

Amendment rut and a division taken with
the following result:-

Ayes
Noes

- -.. -. 13
-. . . - 14

Majority against -

AYE.

Mr. Collier

PAM.
No.

IMr. J. Thomson
Amendment thus negatived.

Item, Pine planting and purchase of land,
£0,000:

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: The revenue of the
Forests Department is approximately £50,000
per annum. In view of that, I do not think
we sIhould go on the loan market for the
planting of pines. The department ought to
do it out of revenue.

The PREMIER: I, too, think the revenue
of the department should be bufficielit to cover
i-e-nfforcstation. The Act is at fault in giv-
ing the department control over its revenue.
That revenue ought to be sufficient to meet
all requirements. I will look into the matter
with a view to having the thing rectified.

Vote put and passed.

M.%r. HUGHES: I move-
That progress be reported.

Motion put and a division taken with the
following result:-

Ayes .. . .. 10
Noes -. .. . 18

Majority against 8

Mr. Corboy
Mr. Cuoningham

Mr. Heron
Mr. Hughes
Mr. Liftey

Mr.
Mr.
Air.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Angwfl
Carter
Chesson
Denton
lu rack

George
Gibson
Harrison
Latham

A~hs.

NOES

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Marshall
Pickering
A. Thomson
Willoocli
Mangie

(Teller.)

Mr. H. K. Maley
Mr. Mean
Sir James Mitchell
Mr. Sampson
Mr. J. H. Smith
Mr. Stubbs
Mr. Teesdale
Mr. Underwood
Mir. Mullany

(Tea"e.)

Mr. Marshall
Mr. McCallum
Mr. Pickering
Mr. A. Thomson
Mr. Willeock
Mr. Muosle

(Teller.)

Sir James Mitchell
Mr. Sampson
Mr. a. H. Smith
Mr. Tesdale
Mr. Underwood
Mr. Mullany

(Tea".)

Motion thus negatived.

Vote-Roads and bridges, Public buildings,
etc., £276,000:

Mfr. PICKERING (Sussex) [4.45]: Ade-
quate hospital accommodation is urgently
needed for the groups.

The Minister for Works: On a point of
order, where are hospitals mentioned in the
vote?

Mr. PICKERING: Item 74 provides loans
and grants to local authorities for the erec-
tion of country hospitals.

The 'Minister for Works: I apologise.
Mr. PICKERING: I have received a letter

from the Rev. W. J. Foley-Whaling that
tends-

Rarridale, 16/11/23. After speaking to
the Governor on the 14th I wrote to him-

AYES.

NOES

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mdr.
Mr.
Mr.

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Air.
Mr.

Aogwln
Clbesson
carboy
Cunningham

Heron
Hughes
Lalter

Carter
Denton
Durack
George

Gibson
LA tbam,
H. K. Maley'
Menn
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copy of correspondence enclosed. Can I
ask for your support in this matter? Since
my letter to his Excellency the Governor
14 cases have been brought under mly notice
and all events are expected to happen be-
fore Februaryl After your perusal of en-
closures I feel sure you will understand the
necessity for immediate action. Trusting
to receive your strong support.

This illustrates the urgent necessity for im-
mediate action in the interests of mothers and
children on group settlements. Repeatedly
I have directed the attention of the House to
the serious position appertaining to the roup~s.
Mr. Foley-Whaling has now directed attention
to the lack of provision for cases at Earni-
dale.

Mr. Underwood: On a point of order, I
think we have passed that item.

The CHAIRMAN: No, the hion. member is
quite in order.

Mr. PICKERING: This may not be a ser-
ious matter to the hion, member, but if is to
me. Last week a child 'a life was lost owing
to the lack of facilities at Busselton. I could
mention instances of several mothers that
have died during maternity, whereas, if
proper accommodation had been afforded, they
would be with us to-day.

The Colonial Secretary: What do you
mean ?

Mr. PICKERING: That four or five
mothers and children have died through lack
of hospital facilities.

The Colonial Secretary: You mean there
is insufficient hospital accommodation?

Mr. PICKERING: Yes. I have directed
attention to this mntter on several occasions,
and asked questions. The Premier, in reply
to a question, said-

The Government have already definitely
stated that a maternity ward will he built
ait Busselton and a hospital at Margaret
Rtiver. The Government know more of
group settlement requirements than the hon.
member can possibly kno-w. It has insti-
tuted the scheme and is carrying on with
proper organisation and every determina-
tion to help group settlers, not only to
succeed on their holdings, but to live in
reasonable comfort, to which end facilities
are provided.

If the Glovernment know what is hnppmding,
their negligence is criminal. Tf 'ye hinti
people to this State in expectation of their
rearing families and peopling the State-
most of them are young married people--it is
absolutely necessary to provide hospital ac-
commodation. If the Government are going
to focce those people to pay £20 to £25 for
medical and hospital fees, out of a sustenance
allowance of £3 a week, they are attempting
the impossible. Time and again I hare
spoken on this question and so has the mnem-
ber for West Perth, and we have been unable
to pet a symjlatbetic hearing.

'Mr. Underwood: You have been spoonfed
all your life.

Mfr. PICKERING: I have always had to
-fight my own way.

Capt. Carter: You are a pair of "1namby-
pambies.I'I

IMr. PICKERING: Because we had not
those advantages is no reason why people now-
a-days should be denied them.

'Mr, Underwood: I think you must have
had a maternity hospital.

Mr. PICKERING: I do not know that
the hion. member has given any evidence of
strength, In one respect he is the weakest
Dian in the House and he knows it. In tht
respect I ahi stronger than he is.

The CHAIRMAN: What tins that to do
with the vote? The hion. member must con-
fine his remarks to the question under dis-
cussion.

Mr. PICKERING: Members of the House
are not seized with the importance of provid-
ig hospital accommodation for the people.
The Government are bringing people to the
State and killig them.

The Colonial Secretary.- That is nonsense.
Capt. Carter: It is a wild statement.
Mr. Teesdale! It is a rotten thing to say.
Mr. PICKERING: I say this---
Mr. Teesdale: No one takes much notice

of what you say.
Mr. PICKERING: I say--
Mr. Teesdale., You say! You are a traitor

to the country to make a statement that we
are killing people. You should be ashamed
of yourself.

Mr. PICKERING: It is the bounden duty
of the Government to make adequate provision
for the maternity cases, and to see that the
settlers at these times have enough money
to cover the expense involved. Each maternity
ease costs between £20 and £E25.

Hen. W, C. Ang'win: Would you not say% it
was the duty of the Government to give -sim-
iliar assistance to women elsewhere in the
Stnte?

Mr. PICKERING: It is not fair to ex-
pect any people who cannot afford it to suffer
such a big expense. The whole question
should he adjusted along equitable lines.

The Col~onial Secretary: You say there is a
shortage of accommodation there?

Mr. PICKERING: Yes.
The Colonial Secretary: I will disprove

these statements.
Mr. PICKERING: The Minister may en-

deavour to do so. I have referred to a letter
from a clergyman named Mfr. Foley Whaling,
who states that there were 14 maternity eases
at Karridale and no place in which to put
them. It was suggested to the Government
that they should use certain premises at Deep-
dene as a temporary hospital, hut they have
not availed themselves of this opportunity.

The Minister for Works: These eases must
be attended to at once; they cannot wait.

Mr. PICKERING: But the eases have not
been attended to. There is no accommodation
for them in the district. The Government
have done practically nothing to meet the
position. What I have said relates to only one
small section of the group settlements. Again
and again this matter has been brought be-
fore members, but nothing has been done.
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Mr. Teesdale: 'Many people in this country
were born in bush humpies, and they are none
the worse f or that.

Mfr. PICKERING: Conditions of that sort
may appeal to the hon. member. The Gov-
ernment tire bringing large numbers of people
into the State, and they should without further
delay remedy the position to which I have
referred.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
RI. S. Sampson-Swain) [4.551: The member
for Sussex is niot justified in making these
statements. A few weeks ago lie approached
ine about increasing the accommodation for
maternity eases at 7Busselton. The request
was passed on to the Premier, who at once
agreed to make available funds to s pend on
enclosing a certain portion of the verandah
at the hospital. This created some new ac-
commodation, and the provision of a new
ward has since been approved. It cannot be
erected by the waving of a wand. It would
he stupid to suggest such a thing. The work
was approved within a few hours of the r--
quest being made.

Mr. Pickering: But it has not been started.
The COLONI AL SECRETARY: A request

was made for a hospital at Margaret River.
Plans were approved and the money is forth-
coming. What more could the Government
have done? They have not neglected their
duty in respect to accommodation for ma-
ternity eases, or other hospital accommodation
in the South-West. The hon. member has not
read his own local newspaper, The "South
'Western News" of 23rd November says " UJn-
til the last few days, when there has been a
falling-off in the number of in-patients, the
hospital accommodation has been severely
overtaxed.'' The hon. member, however,
says it is still overtaxed but this paper
disproves his statement.

%fr. Pickering: That does not indicate the
position at 'Karridale.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: For the
hon. member to keep on attacking the Govern-
mnent night after night on this subject is un-
reasonable. The money is being found by the
Treasurer. What more could be done?

"Mr. Pickering: The work could be put in
hand.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: It is in
hand-

Mtr. Pickering:. It is not.

Tff COLONIAL SECRETARY: I told the
hon. member that plans had been forwarded
to the Committee of the Busselton Hospital
and had been returned to-day with a slighit
alteration to the position of one of the doors-

'Mr. Teesdale. And he was told that to-day.

The COLONTA L SECIRETA.RY: Yes. The
hon. member has no reason for finding fault,
except his desire to find material upon which
to swing an argument, and take up the time
of the Committee. The Government have done
their duty, and I challenge the hon. member
to disprove what I have said.

'Mr. ROGUES (East'Perth) [4.58): Dur-
ing last week I visited group settlement No.
37. I went there partly out of curiosity, to
see what was taking place there, and partly
from a desire to possess myself of informa-
tion at first hand. I had a meeting of all
the settlers in the group. They asked me a
number of questions, and brought before me
a number of matters. I promised them that
on the Loan Estimates I would bring these
matters under the notice of members. On
this particular group the most important
question is that of water for the summer. I
know what nater difficulties arc in the bark
country, and the danger that may arise if
people arc compelled to drink bad water.
Most of the fever from which people suffered
in the early days on the goldfields was due to
the badl water they had to drink. The cot-
tages on this group are supplied with an 800-
gallon tank, which, I am informed by the
Premier, cost £5 1s. Od. each.

The CHAIRMAN: Are these attached to
hospitals?

Mr. HUGHES: The people will be if they
do not get better water. I know I am out-
side the scope of the discussion, but I claim
a little latitude on this point.-

The CHAIRMAN: The rules of debate
must he adhered to.

Mr. HUGHES: During the winter the tank
is filled rapidly, and a considerable amount
of water runs to waste. Within the next
month the group settlers will find themselve
without water. Their tanks are nearly empty
now, and except for a lucky downpour of
rain the settlers will after next month have no
fresh water. The water out of the ground
is inferior, and the use of it would involve
the danger of an outbreak of fever. The
Government give the settler a cottage costing
£230, and a tank costing £5 15s. Obviously,
it would be good policy if the Government
gave him three tanks.

The Colonial Secretary: There is scarcely
a month that rain. does not fall in that
locality.

Mr. HUGHES: When I1 was there a week
ago, the people were pretty well down on their
water. The extra £E10 involved in the par-
chase of two additional tanks would allow
each settler to conserve 2,400 gallons addi-
tienal of water.

The 'Minister for Works: What about wells!

Mr. HUGHES:. The well water there is
brackish. The extra 2,400 gallons would see
the settler through the summer.

The Minister for Works: I will bring the
matter under the Premier's notice.

Mr. HUGHES: The settlers have told me
that they would quite willingly accept a debit
for two extra tanks, so that the womnenfolk
might be supplied with water during the
summer. Another matter affecting health and
sanitation, one which shows the little irrita-
tions and pinpricks to which the settlers are
subjected, relates to the fact that sanitary
pains have not been. supplied, The settlers
wrote to the Controller of Group Settlements
asking for a supply, As they desired a good
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sanitary service. The Controller wrote back
to the secretary of the group settlers statiug
that the Health Department would supply the
paiw. The Health Department, when written
to ia their turn, replied that they did not sup-
ply pans, andi that the settlers would have to
get them from elsewhere. Evidently the Con-
troller of Group Settlements was misinformed,
or else did not make inquiries. The pans have
not yet been supplied.

The Minister for Works: I will speak to
the Premier about the matter.

Mr. HUGHES: In the original construc-
tion of the cottages, some of tbe windows
were broken. As a result some of the homes
have never had windows. The ocupants,
during six or seven months' occupation,
have been corresponding backwards and
forwards with the Controller regarding
windows, but have not yet got them. The
latest reply thle settlers received was that
the matter was being considered. With the
summnier coming on, and the flies. being so
bad, it is essential that the settlers should
have windows in their houses. The windows
were not broken through carelessness, but
broken in the course of construcetion.

The CHAIRMAN: Of what group is the
lion. member speaking?

Mr. HUGHES: A previous speaker re-
ferred to hospitals and public health under
this item. I am showing that unless certain
things are attended to, the demand on the
hospitals is likely to 'be greater.

The CHAIR-MAN: That has nothing to
do with this vote. I rule the hon. member
out of order.

Vote put and passed.

Vote-Other undertakings, £19,000-agreed
to.

Lands Improvement Loan Fund:

Votes-Departmental, Salaries, Agricu-
tare, £1,500; Contingencies, Development of
Agriculture, Agriculture, £9,598; Develop-
ment of ulgnicmltucre, North-West, £65,000-
agreed to.

Resolutions reported and the report
adopted.

House adjourned at 5.10 a.m. (Wednesday).

tcoifAative council,.
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DIEPUTY PRESIDENT, APPOINT-
ME NTT.

The Clerk announced that, owing to the ab-
sence of' the President througih uavoidable
causes, it would be necessary to appoint a
Deputy President.

The MI11NISTER POR EI)UCATlON: I
iMOW e

Thal the Hoot. J. 11'. Kirwan take the
Chtair as Deputy President during the oh-
Renlee of the President.

Question put byL the Clerk ail, passed,

AS TO PRAYERS.

Hon. G. W. MILES: DO YOU not intend,
Mir, Deputy President, to read prayers?

Tine DEPUTY PRESiDENT: The pro-
eedings had already been opened when the
Clerk announced that the President was not
present. It is coutrary to Parliamentary vmbite-
tice in such cases to read prayers.

ThITI ON-STANIflNti oDI)F8 SItS%-
PENSION.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCAITION (Hion.
S. Ewving-South -West) [4.33] : I move-

1, That Standing Order 62 be seus-
pended for the remnainder of the Seasian.
v, That so macht of the Standing Orders be
su-spendled for the remaainder of the Nessiou
as ie necessary to enzable Bills to be poassed
through all stages at one sttisng, and to
enable Mlessages from the Legislative As-
sembly to be taken into eanesideratiow
forthwitdh on their receipt.

I do not wish 110i1. m1embers to misuder-
stand the course Y am pursuing. I trust they
will agree to the motion, so that business may
he expedited. If hon. members lock at the
Notice Paper they will see that there are a
number of Bills down for consideration, and
while I will not describe themt as of rninor
importancve, they are such as are not likely,
to be debated at great length. If thme motion


